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Owner of 
dog must 
pay £2k 
for sheep 

A DOG owner has been 
ordered to pay more than 
£2,500 after his pet Husky 
killed three sheep on a farm. 

Ian Passmore was out 
walking his two Siberian 
Huskies near Himley Hall 
when one of the pets, that 
was not on a lead, ran off. 
The dog, called Gambit, ran 
into fields at Park Farm 
where more than 1,000 
sheep grazed. 

Cannock Magistrates 
Court heard that the dog on 
January 14 killed two sheep. 
A third died later from its 
injuries. The animals were 
valued at £80 each. 

Mrs Sara Beddow, prose¬ 
cuting, said: “The dog began 
chasing and singling out 
sheep while Mr Passmore 
was searching for him. 

“He said the fence was 
down and had been for 
some years. The incident 
ended with the arrival of the 
farmer and the police.” 

Passmore said: “My dog 
was rescued when he was 
14-months-old and he is fine 
with people and children I 
have never had any prob¬ 
lems except for what hap¬ 
pened on January 14. 

Passmore, aged 43, of 
Malthouse Drive, Dudley, 
admitted one charge of own¬ 
ing a dog worrying livestock 
and another of not keeping 
his dog under proper con¬ 
trol. He was ordered to pay 
£630 costs and £2,000 com¬ 
pensation. 

Pampering 
treat offer 

BEACON Centre for the 
Blind is asking for nomina¬ 
tions for women in the West 
Midlands who deserve a 
pampering treat. 

The charity is hosting a 
fundraiser on March 27 and 
is offering one lucky woman 
a makeover. 

Community fundraising 
officer Jo Field explained 
that they wanted to treat 
a deserving lady as part of 
their ultimate indulgence 
evening supported by the 
Francesco Group. 

For details visit the Bea¬ 
con Centre for the Blind’s 
Facebook page. 


COUPLE'S ROOF 
FRAUD MISERY 


A CANCER sufferer and his wife have 
spoken of their battle for justice after 
falling victim to a cowboy roofer. 

Maurice Rudge, aged 79, had only just suf¬ 
fered a stroke when he and his wife, Janet, 
were misled into having work done on their 
Halesowen home by Jason Charles in August 
2011. 


Charles knocked on their 
door saying he was working 
nearby and had noticed two 
chimneys on their property 
needed re-pointing. He told 
the couple they were in a 
‘dangerous condition’. 

But the job was not com¬ 
pleted despite the couple 
making constant phone calls 
to the company. 

Charles was found guilty 
of five charges of fraud by 
a jury at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court on Tuesday. 

He was also convicted of 
participating in a fraudulent 
business and engaging in a 
commercial practice which 
contravened the require¬ 
ments of professional dili¬ 
gence in relation to a second 
victim. 

The court heard that he 
had failed to provide a rea¬ 
sonable price for the work 
and scaffolding on the 
Rudge’s property. 

Charles had also failed to 
tell the couple they could 
cancel the contract at any 
time. 

He ran his business PRS 
Roofing with his brother 
Dean Powers who was also 
found guilty of participat¬ 
ing in a fraudulent business 
and engaging in commercial 
practice which contravened 
the requirements of profes¬ 
sional diligence, in relation 
to a separate victim. 

The court was told that 
Charles and Powers, 46, of 
Rainscar, Wilnecote, Tam- 
worth, had failed to carry 
out the expected standard 
of work at another man’s 
home in Halesowen. They 


Report by 
Lee Watton 


also misled him by claiming 
the work was guaranteed 
for 30 years. 

Michael Rimmer paid out 
£2,800 for the new fibre 
glass roof in October 2010 
but by September 2012 it 
had suffered two leaks. 

Mr Rudge, of Blackberry 
Lane, an ambulance man for 
more than 30 years, has wel¬ 
comed the guilty verdicts. 

He said: “We had no con¬ 
cerns about the state of 
the chimneys until Charles 
showed up. He originally 
said the work would cost 
£700 for the work. Then he 
came back and said it would 
be £700 for both chimneys. 
After that it was £1,000 for 
the scaffolding to be put up. 

“I was taken advantage 
of, there is no doubt about 
that.” 

Mrs Rudge, 79, said the 
guilty verdicts represented 
the ‘end of a very long road’. 
She said her husband had 
suffered another stroke last 
year and she blamed the 
stress. 

“We are just relieved it is 
finally all over,” she said. 

Recorder Anthony Pot¬ 
ter remanded Powers and 
Charles in custody until 
their next appearance be¬ 
fore the court on May 14. 

He ordered pre-sentence 
reports be drawn up but said 
custodial sentences were 
‘likely’ for both of them. 



Former ambulance man Maurice Rudge and his wife Janet, both aged 79, who were conned by rogue roofers 

Green light for £1.2m roads revamp 


A £1.2 MILLION scheme to improve 
pedestrian and bus routes around 
Merry Hill has been unanimously 
backed by planners. 

A toucan crossing will be installed 
along Pedmore Road and the carriage¬ 
way widened to improve safety for pe¬ 
destrians. 

Studies carried out by Dudley Coun¬ 
cil showed a total of 184 people crossed 
the road over a 12-hour period. 

Officials said there would be delays 
caused to traffic because of the cross¬ 
ing but they would work to minimise 
this as much as possible. 

Under the plans the road will be 
widened to allow the creation of a cen¬ 


tral reservation. A landscaped area 
would be cut back to make way for the 
new development. 

A separate scheme for changes to 
the junction of The Boulevard and Mill 
Street to provide priority to buses have 
also been given a green light. 

Priority 

As part of the plan a segregated bus 
lane will be created along the route 
giving priority for outbound buses 
leaving the shopping centre. 

A signalised bus gate will also be 
installed. This will detect oncoming 
buses and allow them through without 


being held up by lights. This scheme 
will be carried out by Centro rather 
than the council and the transport 
authority has secured funding for the 
work through the Better Bus Area 
Fund. 

Members of Dudley Council’s devel¬ 
opment control committee have now 
approved both schemes. 

Committee chairman Councillor 
Qadar Zada said: “Councillors agreed 
both of these plans unanimously and 
they will be of enormous benefit to the 
area. 

“There are two main priorities - the 
safety of pedestrians and also increas¬ 
ing the efficiency of public transport.” 


Offering 
care at 
home for 
the dying 

A CARE plan will be tri¬ 
alled in Dudley borough to 
allow more people with can¬ 
cer and other life-limiting 
illnesses to spend their find 
days at home. 

A partnership has been 
forged to try out the ‘care at 
home’ scheme for two years. 

Macmillan Cancer Sup¬ 
port has teamed up with 
Stourbridge’s Mary Stevens 
Hospice, NHS Dudley Clin¬ 
ical Commissioning Group 
and Dudley NHS Founda¬ 
tion Trust for the Macmil¬ 
lan Specialist Care at Home 
project, one of six pilot 
schemes across the UK. 

Swedish 

Based on a Swedish sys¬ 
tem, Macmillan Specialist 
Care at Home will be led 
by a community consultant 
doctor, who will coordinate 
teams of doctors, nurses, 
support workers and other 
professionals. 

People affected by cancer 
and other life-limiting con¬ 
ditions will be referred for 
specialist care and offered 
as much medical treatment 
and support in the home as 
possible. The programme 
starts next month and runs 
until 2016. 

Ciaran Devane, chief ex¬ 
ecutive of Macmillan Can¬ 
cer Support, said: “Three 
quarters of cancer patients 
would prefer to spend their 
final days in their own home 
with family and friends.” 

Timber fire 
arson probe 

ARSON is suspected after 
hundreds of tons of timber 
went up in flames in a blaze 
at Bloomfield Recycling in 
Tipton on Sunday. 

The fire service believes 
the blaze may have been 
started deliberately as in¬ 
vestigations into the fire 
continue. 

Firefighters remained at 
the site in Bloomfield Road 
extinguishing burning em¬ 
bers using high powered 
water jets. More than 2.5 
million litres of water were 
poured onto the fire as 
crews battled the flames. 


SHAW STONE surfaces ltd 


GRANITE WORKTOPS 

Unit 11, Mucklow Hill Trading Estate, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 8DF 

www.shawstonesurfaces.co.uk email: sales@shawstonesurfaces.co.uk Tel: 0121 503 0817 


• Granite, Quartz and Corian Kitchen 
Worktops 

• Template and Installation Service 

• Worktop Replacement Service 

• 15 Year stain proof granite warranty and 
10 year Silestone warranty 

• Bespoke vanities for bathrooms 

• Hearths and Fireplaces made to measure 
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Have you got a story or an event you want covered? 
The Chronicle and Express & Star have a team of 
reporters covering Halesowen who can help: 


Heather Large: 01384 353203 
heather.large@expressandstar.co.uk 
Louise Jew: 01384 353201 
louise.jew@expressandstar.co.uk 
Alex Ross: 01384 353207 
alex-ross@expressandstar.co.uk 
Andrew Turton: 01384 353202 
andrew.turton@expressandstar.co.uk 
Lee Watton: 01384 353230 
lee.watton@expressandstar.co.uk 
Tom Mason: 01902 319550 
tom.mason@expressandstar.co.uk 

What’s happening in your area? We are always 
keen to hear about any issues affecting you. 
E-mail your information and pictures to: 
dudley.chrons@expressandstar.co.uk 


Sports: 

Tel: 01902 319453. e-mail: chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 


Photographic 

Tel: John Sambrooks 01902 319431 
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Colleges compete for HS2 business 


NINE Midland colleges are bidding 
to run a new skills academy to train 
engineers to work on HS2, it has 
emerged. 

The consortium want the new 
college, the first to be built for 
20 years, to be sited alongside a 
planned HS2 maintenance depot on 
the former LGV plant in Washwood 
Heath, Birmingham. 

It comes after The Chronicle’s 
sister newspaper the Express & 


Star revealed civic leaders in Staf¬ 
fordshire are calling for the college 
to be based in Stafford at the site 
due to be vacated by Staffordshire 
University. 

Their bid has been backed by high 
speed train specialists Alstom, who 
are based in the county town. 

The rival bid for Birmingham 
comprises South Staffordshire Col¬ 
lege, Kidderminster College, Bir¬ 
mingham Metropolitan College, 


University College, Birmingham 
South and City College, Birming¬ 
ham Bournville College, Solihull 
College, North East Worcestershire 
College, Burton and South Der¬ 
byshire College, and North East 
Worcestershire College. 

Ministers announced in January 
plans for a dedicated further ed¬ 
ucation college for the high-speed 
railway. 

Other bids to be the location for 


the new college are expected to 
come from Manchester, Crewe, and 
Derby. 

Meanwhile, bosses at the Wood¬ 
land Trust have stepped up their 
campaign to protect ancient wood¬ 
lands affected by the proposed 
route. 

Based on HS2 Ltd figures, 80 
acres of ancient woodland will be 
lost on the London to Birmingham 
route, which includes Lichfield. 


two sentenced for 
part in savage attack 


A 17-YEAR-OLD was knocked to the ground 
by an electric charge from a Taser-type 
weapon and beaten when violence flared at 
a friend’s house party, a judge heard. 

Kieran Horton was pounced on by people he did not 
know in the back garden of the address in Haden Hill Road, 
Cradley Heath, Wolverhampton Crown Court was told. 

Mr Oliver Woolhouse, prosecuting, said: “He was chat- 


Borough has 
245 sex 
offenders 

THOUSANDS of registered 
sex offenders are living in 
the West Midlands. Figures 
show that Dudley has 245 
registered sex offenders. 

But Home Secretary 
Theresa May has told The 
Chronicle’s sister newspa¬ 
per the Express & Star that 
police will be keeping an eye 
on sex offenders — despite 
a controversial court rul¬ 
ing that said they must be 
allowed to appeal to be re¬ 
moved from a register after 
15 years. 

Appalled 

The law was changed in 
2012 following the Supreme 
Court ruling, something 
Mrs May said at the time 
she was ‘appalled by’. 

Speaking on a visit to 
Halesowen, the Home Sec¬ 
retary said: “We’ve had 
to change the legislation 
around this. But any deci¬ 
sions that are made will be 
made absolutely properly. 

“The police will look at 
the case when people appeal 
and all the evidence and all 
the aspects of the individual 
case. 

“Doing it that way I hope 
we can give re-assurance 
that these decisions will not 
be done in a casual way.” 


ting with people outside the 
property when he was at¬ 
tacked by some of the males 
he had seen earlier. “He was 
hit numerous times, struck 
on the face and shoulder 
with a cosh or baton and 
fell to the floor after receiv¬ 
ing an electric shock from a 
Taser-type device.” 

The brutal assault was 
halted by other revellers 
and those responsible ran 
off leaving Mr Horton to 
be taken to hospital with a 
fractured collar bone, two 
broken front teeth and a 
lacerated lip. 

Vito Chander and Jack 
Flood pleaded guilty to af¬ 
fray on December 20, 2012, 
on the basis that they took 
part in the incident but 
were not armed and did not 
personally cause the inju¬ 
ries. This was accepted by 
the prosecution. 

Miss Sarah Allen for 
Flood, 20, of Huntington 
Road, Hateley Heath, who 
lost his job as a retail man¬ 
ager as a result, said: “This 
is a sad situation that hap¬ 
pened when a young man 
went out and got drunk. 
He comes from a good fam¬ 
ily who are disgusted with 
what he has done.” Mr Gur- 
deep Garcha, representing 
student Chander, 19, from 
Monmouth Drive, Hateley 
Heath, commented: “He is 
deeply ashamed of himself. ” 

Each was given nine 
months detention in a young 
offenders institution sus¬ 
pended for 18 months, told 
to do 120 hours unpaid work 
and to pay a combined total 
of £2,000 compensation. 


Tool loan service needs help 



Kenneth Rodney, a member of the board of the Black Country Tool Bank 


A CHARITY that lends out tools to other 
good causes is sending out an SOS. 

Funding for the Black Country Tool 
Bank has dried up and its founder and di¬ 
rector John Parman’s work commitments 
give him less time to run it. 

But he does not want the charity to fold 
and is now appealing for someone willing to 
take over the reins, although he would be 
happy to carry on as a volunteer. 

Mr Parman, aged 34, originally from San 


Francisco but now living in Dudley, set up 
the charity two years ago after the Explorer 
Scout hut in Lower Gornal was attacked by 
burglars who stole equipment. His part¬ 
ner’s son was among the scouts upset by 
the attack. 

Mr Parman realised there was a need for 
good causes to have access to a wide range 
of tools if they could not afford them or they 
had been stolen. Call Mr Parman on 07837 
794561 or email parmanjohn@gmail.com 


Mental 

health 

support 

shake-up 

A DROP-IN centre for peo¬ 
ple with mental health 
problems is closing. 

Dove House, in the 
grounds of Dudley’s Bushey 
Fields Hospital, is staffed 
and supported by independ¬ 
ent mental health charity 
Dudley Mind. The centre 
provides day activities and 
is a meeting place. 

But charity bosses say 
the service will shut from 
mid-May and a programme, 
called Empowering Recov¬ 
ery In the Community, will 
start on June 1. 

The building will be use 
by inpatients from the hos¬ 
pital during their run-up 
to leaving Bushey Fields. 
Drop-in facilities will con¬ 
tinue at other locations, 
such as community centres, 
and peer support groups will 
be started. A weekly advice- 
surgery is to be offered. 

Dudley Mind chief exec¬ 
utive Martin Mueller said: 
“We know that this change 
is not popular with some 
of the people who use Dove 
House at present and we are 
doing our best to support 
them through the changes.” 

He explained said the 
decision had been made 
following consultation with 
Dudley Council and NHS 
chiefs who provide funding. 

Head shave 
boosts unit 

TWO supermarket workers 
raised more than £2,000 for 
charity when they had their 
hair shaved off in front of 
customers at their store. 

Deborah Smith and Lisa 
Cope, who work at Sains- 
bury’s in Amblecote, do¬ 
nated the cash to Russells 
Hall Hospital’s Georgina 
Unit, treating cancer pa¬ 
tients from the Dudley area. 

Hairdressers Cathe¬ 
rine O’Rourke and Pam 
McBride, from Elliot Reeve, 
shaved the pair’s heads. 

Mr Smith, who works in 
the pharmacy said: “What 
we did is easy, compared 
to someone who is battling 
cancer.” 


Firm wins award 

A BUTCHER with a branch 
in Brierley Hill has been 
congratulated by Dudley 
South MP Chris Kelly. Wal¬ 
ter Smith Fine Foods Ltd 
was awarded Employer of 
the Year for medium-sized 
employers at the National 
Apprenticeships Awards at 
the NEC. 



Homeclad 



• FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 



BEST VALUE IN ■ 
THE MIDLANDS H 

PREMIUM " 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 


FREE guttering and downpipes 


- 0800 73 13 946 - 


■ CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE ■ 

16 MONUMENT AVENUE STOURBRIDGE DY9 8XS ■ 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 



Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet IQftl • 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 
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NEWS 


Building 
sale funds 
Learning 
Quarter 


A COLLEGE training cen¬ 
tre is being sold to generate 
cash towards the next stage 
of a multi-million pound ex¬ 
pansion project. 

The Dudley College site 
in Dudley Road, Brierley 
Hill, is on the market for 
£850,000 

It is currently used by a 
small number of students 
attending fork lift truck 
training and communi¬ 
ty-based ESOL English lan¬ 
guage courses. 

The conferencing suite at 
the site is still available for 
hire while a buyer is found 
for the building. 

But bosses are planning to 
relocate the training courses 
to Dudley sites while other 
courses will continue at 
community centres across 
the borough and at the main 
campus. 

It comes as work contin¬ 
ues on the next phase of the 
Dudley Learning Quarter. 

A sixth form centre called 
Dudley Sixth in Priory Road 
has already been built along 
with a vocational centre, 
named Dudley Evolve, in 
Tower Street. 

Work is also under way 
on Dudley Advance, a £7 
million hub, also in Priory 
Road, which will offer a 
range of manufacturing and 
engineering courses. 

Disruption 
for traffic 

DRIVERS in Stourbridge 
were this week warned of 
disruptions, as it was an¬ 
nounced that a road will 
close for more than three 
months for work to repair 
a wall which collapsed more 
than a year ago. 

The wall in Red Hill came 
down following a landslip on 
Christmas Eve in 2012. 

A temporary fix was done 
to reopen the road soon 
after. 

But from March 24 the 
road will be closed again for 
permanent repair work to 
the wall. 

It will be closed between 
The Heathlands and Arling¬ 
ton Court until July 7. 

woodland grant 

A £73,000 grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund will 
be used to fund a three year 
project creating a nature re¬ 
serve. The Wildlife Trust for 
Birmingham and the Black 
Country aims to turn Peas- 
croft Wood, the only surviv¬ 
ing wood in the Bilston area, 
into a certified reserve. 



Any Pizza 
Any Size 
Any Time 

Onlv 

£ 9.§5 


Fundraiser in round the world challenge HUM 



Sam (right) and Dave 


A CHARITY worker is planning to 
run and row 32,000 miles in a re¬ 
cord-breaking bid to raise enough 
money to pay for a new chemother¬ 
apy suite at a hospital. 

Sam Greatrex was diagnosed with 
non-Hodgkin lymphoma in 1995 as 
a 10-year-old. 

He was treated at Birmingham 
Children’s hospital and his fund¬ 
raiser is a way of saying thank you. 

Now 29, the Halesowen man has 
set himself his own Lap The World 
challenge. 

He is hoping to break the existing 


record for the Fastest Human Pow¬ 
ered Circumnavigation of the world 
and he aims to raise £240,000 to¬ 
wards the new chemotherapy suite. 

Gruelling 

He to set off in September and 
will be accompanied by a man who 
is no stranger to gruelling global 
charity challenges, ‘Blind Dave’ 
Heeley, of West Bromwich, for the 
first weeks of the epic journey. 

Mr Greatrex plans to row across 
14,000 miles of ocean and pedal 
18,000 miles through four conti¬ 


nents, before arriving back in Bir¬ 
mingham after 580 days. 

To train for the event, Mr Gre¬ 
atrex is rowing and cycling for 
around two hours every day along¬ 
side his normal working week for 
Macmillan Cancer Support. 

He said: “The central motiva¬ 
tion behind the journey is to raise 
£240,000 for Macmillan, a char¬ 
ity that provided fantastic sup¬ 
port when I was diagnosed with 
non-Hodgkin lymphoma in 1995. 
The £240,000 will help build a new 
chemotherapy suite at a hospital. 


‘Blind Dave is hoping to keep me 
company for the first few weeks of 
the journey by joining me on the 
start line in Birmingham and cy¬ 
cling down to the south coast where 
we’ll row across the English Chan¬ 
nel. Dave will be the first blind per¬ 
son to complete the crossing.” 

The duo have already had one 
practice race against a team of cy¬ 
clists from Forkers Ltd in West 
Bromwich. ‘Blind Dave’ and Mr 
Greatrex took on a 100km cycle race 
on the exercise bikes at Pure Gym 
in the town. 


Police target shops selling 
gear for growing cannabis 


ELEVEN shop owners and workers have 
been sentenced after they sold hydroponic 
gardening equipment for drug cultivation. 

Stores across the Black Country and Birmingham 
were targeted by detectives in February last year fol¬ 
lowing a five-month undercover operation. 

Searches were carried out at business and home ad¬ 
dresses of those linked to hydroponic suppliers, with 
£45,000 in cash seized as 
well as between two to three 
kilos of cannabis worth in 
the region of £20,000, and 
drug paraphernalia 
The 11 were then arrested 
in what was an operational 
first for West Midlands Po¬ 
lice in targeting the special¬ 
ist businesses. 

They were sentenced on 
Tuesday at Birmingham 
Crown Court after having 
pleading guilty to assisting 
others in cannabis produc¬ 
tion at a previous hearing. 

Self-employed Neville 
Henry, aged 54 of Marshall 
Street, Smethwick, and who 
owns Extra Grow Hydro¬ 
ponics at Wednesbury Trad¬ 
ing Estate, was handed six 
months in prison. 

Shopkeeper Simeon 
Keane, 31 of Severn Acres 
Road, Halesowen, owner 
of Growpatch Ltd, High 
Street, Blackheath, was 
sentenced to 17 weeks sus¬ 
pended for 18 months. 

Packer Paul Williams, 
28, of Bristnall Hall Road, 
Oldbury, employed at Grow 
World, Bristol Road South, 
Northfield, was sentenced 
to 18 weeks in prison. 

Lorraine Mardenborough, 
52, of Saracen Drive, Sutton 
Coldfield, who co-owns the 
Red Eye Jungle Shop in 
Stafford Street, Walsall, was 
given a six month sentence 
suspended for 18 months. 

The seven others are 
from Birmingham, or are 
involved with shops in the 
city. 


Police act 
on possible 
daylight 
drug deal 

DETECTIVES are investi¬ 
gating a suspected daylight 
drug deal that was spotted 
by officers outside a takea¬ 
way. 

PCs Ross Evans and Stu¬ 
art Lewis where on patrol at 

II. 30 am on March 4 when 
they spotted two men acting 
suspiciously outside a take¬ 
away in Stourbridge Road, 
Dudley. 

As they approached the 
black Volkswagen Passat a 
package was thrown out of 
window. 

Both of the men inside the 
car were arrested on suspi¬ 
cion of possession with in¬ 
tent to supply a class A drug 
and following a search of the 
vehicle they uncovered £530 
along with mobile phones. 

The 32-year-old driver of 
the Passat and his 38-year- 
old passenger remain on 
police bail while enquiries 
continue. 

The package is being 
tested. 

To report any suspicious 
activity, call police on 101 
or contact the independ¬ 
ent charity Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 

III . 


Freshly cooked to order. 


Pizza’s | Pasta | Burgers 


Pizza Deal 

Any 3 Medium 10.5 

£13.50 

Any 3 Large 12” 

£17.00 

Any 3 X-Large 15” 

£21.00 




Candles lit in memory of Christina 



A portrait of Christina inside Birmingham Cathedral which was filled for the anniversary memorial service 


FAMILY and friends of Halesowen 
schoolgirl Christina Edkins, stabbed 
on her way to Leasowes High School 
a year ago, filled Birmingham Cathe¬ 
dral for a memorial service marking 
the first anniversary of her death. 

Christina, 16, was killed in a ran¬ 
dom attack while sitting on a bus in 
Birmingham, which was taking her to 
school for a mock exam, on March 7 
last year. 

Hundreds gathered for the service 
with the cathedral’s balcony having to 
be opened to accommodate all those 


wanting to pay their respects to the 
popular teenager. 

Most people at the servide were 
wearing purple, Christina’s favourite 
colour. 

The service started with a poem 
read by Christina’s aunt Mandy Ram- 
mell called Christina — Our Princess. 

The poem spoke of how the teen¬ 
ager, who wanted to become a nurse, 
was missed by her family but how they 
still felt her spirit with them. 

During the hour-long service 
Leasowes High School Chamber Choir 


performed three songs — The Lord is 
My Shepherd, You Don’t Know You’re 
Beautiful and You Raise Me Up. 

Christina’s cousin Savannah Jor¬ 
dan also read a poem she had written 
called Our Princess Christina. It spoke 
about the fun the pair had growing up. 
Two of Christina’s school friends also 
read a poem they had penned talking 
about their friendship and their expe¬ 
riences together. 

Members of the congregation were 
also given the chance to light a candle 
in Christina’s memory. 


Sycamore pick 
up play award 

AN ADVENTURE centre 
has been chosen as among 
the best in the country. 

Dudley Council-run Syc¬ 
amore Adventure centre, 
at Old Park Farm, has 
won the Outstanding Play- 
work Provision category of 
the prestigious Playwork 
Awards. The awards rec¬ 
ognise the importance of 
providing quality play op¬ 
portunities for children. 

The team at Syca¬ 
more, which has received 
nine awards since it was 
launched, has 25 qualified 
members of staff and vol¬ 
unteers. 

Nurses will get 
tablet computers 

NURSES in the Black 
Country will get new tech¬ 
nology including iPad tab¬ 
let computers, digital pens 
and clinical software after 
a trust was given a £89,000 
cash boost. 

The Black Country Part¬ 
nership NHS Foundation 
Trust is one of 75 trusts 
across the country to win 
a bid for funding. The 
money, from the Nursing 
Technology Fund, will be 
used on new technology to 
support nurses and staff in 
their work. Bosses say the 
technology will help staff 
work more efficiently. 

Staff moving to 
Longbridge site 

THE Midlands team of de¬ 
velopers St Modwen and 
its residential business, 
St. Modwen Homes, are 
moving to Park Point, at 
the new Longbridge de¬ 
velopment but head office 
operations will remain at 
Sir Stanley Clarke House 
at Quinton Business Park. 

St Modwen Homes are 
taking almost 6,000 sq ft 
of space of offices in Long¬ 
bridge town centre. 

Man is rescued 
by firefighters 

AN ELDERLY man was 
rescued by firefighters 
after a fire broke out in a 
kitchen in Dudley. 

Crews were called to 
Blackacre Road at around 
12.40pm on March 5. The 
fire was started by food left 
unattended on a hob. Fire¬ 
fighters wearing breathing 
apparatus led the man to 
safety. He had suffered 
smoke inhalation. 

Beer, bulls, bets 

AN illustrated talk called 
Beer, Bets and Bull-Bait¬ 
ing will be held for Clent 
History Society at Clent 
Parish Hall, in Church Av¬ 
enue, on March 27. It will 
start at 8pm. The talk is by 
historian Mary Bodfish. 




205 Halesowen Road, Cradley Heath 
Old Hill, B64 6HE 

Tel: 01384 636786 

www.pizzagogo- cradleyheath .co.uk 


mu am 

All Major Credit/Debit Cards Accepted, Charges SOp 


Meet Adrian, the manager of Professional 
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
He has over 20 years experience of 
cleaning, repairs and fitting carpets 
He also cleans upholstery as well as 
leather, home and office. 

No job too big or small 
Technician Woolsafe Accredited 


% Telephone anytime for a 
free quotation 

Covering all 
Stourbridge, Dudley & 
Halesowen areas 
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RETAILER 

OTTlCt: VIIAlt 
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OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 


Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 345400 
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IMAGINE, a few years from now, a Spanish-speaking 
Texas decides to quit the United States and become a 
member of the European Union. In the north of Texas, an 
English-speaking enclave of loyal US citizens pleads for 
help from Washington. What would the US president do? 
Exactly what Vladimir Putin has done in Crimea. 

UKIP is asking would-be candidates to sign a dec¬ 
laration that: “I do not have any skeletons in my cup¬ 
board.” Which pretty much excludes all of humanity. 

SCIENTISTS in Denmark say the ecology of European 
forests could be greatly improved by reintroducing rhinos, 
elephants and bison. Tell you what. Before “re-wilding” 
with the real things, why not follow the example of the 
new town of Milton Keynes when it first introduced its 
inner-city overspill residents to dangerous-looking beasts 
such as cows? Bring on the concrete rhinos. 

□□□□□□□□ 

IN ITS own little way, the Ash Wednesday edition of 
Thought for the Day (Radio 4) was as significant as Mo¬ 
ses bringing down the tablets or Martin Luther falling 
out with the Vatican. It featured a prominent Anglican 
priest announcing there is no life after death. You pop 
your clogs and that’s it, folks. You might imagine in 
the Lenten build-up to Easter that Canon Angela Til- 
by would offer a few words about the empty tomb, the 
risen Lord, the life everlasting and all that stuff. Nope. 
Her message was that we come from dust and go to 
dust, that death is “the loss of everything” and “we are 
all afraid of death and its finality.” I wonder how many 
Christians were listening to their radios and whisper¬ 
ing: “Yes, but ...” waiting for something a wee bit 
more positive and, dare I say it, religious from the can¬ 
on. Instead, they got a three-minute lecture that Rich¬ 
ard Dawkins would have been proud to deliver. If this 
is what passes for religion these days, it doesn’t leave 
much room for us atheists, does it? 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Museum gets cash to 
keep craft skills alive 


BOSSES at the Black Country Living Muse¬ 
um are celebrating after receiving £263,300 
of Arts Council funding. 

It will be used to develop an apprenticeship scheme for 
college students to learn specialist craft and heritage skills. 

Money will also be spent creating volunteering oppor¬ 
tunities for youngsters aged 16 to 25, as well as the com¬ 
missioning of bespoke film productions and digital projects. 


Andrew Lovett, museum 
director and chief execu¬ 
tive said: “We are delighted 
to have been successful in 
our bid. In addition to our 
plans to develop a volunteer 
force, the financial backing 
allows us to establish a 10 
year plan for the museum 
through which we will aim 
to become the largest and 
most significant open-air 
museum site in the UK.” 

Investment 

Peter Knott, area director 
for Arts Council England, 
said: “Our investment will 
enable the museum to create 
a range of new opportunities 
for young people living in 
the Black Country, as well 
as support the growth of its 
cultural offer to attract and 
inspire visitors.” 

The cash has come from 
the Arts Council of Eng¬ 
land’s Renaissance Strategic 
Support Fund. It supports 
specific developmental 
projects within regional 
museums to attract wider 


| by Heather Large 

audiences. The Arts Council 
awarded over £36 million to¬ 
wards 181 different projects. 

The museum has pre¬ 
viously been awarded Re¬ 
naissance Strategic Support 
funding in 2012/13 for refur¬ 
bishment of the Rolfe Street 
complex and in 2013/14 for 
the Resilient Leadership 
programme offering sup¬ 
port to emerging leaders in 
the museum sector. In 2012 
Arts Council England recog¬ 
nised the importance of the 
museum and its collection 
with the prestigious Desig¬ 
nation accolade, which is 
recognised internationally. 

The museum was opened 
in 1978 and buildings res¬ 
cued and rebuilt at the site, 
including the Cradley Heath 
Workers’ Institute.. 

Last year steam locomo¬ 
tive, the 26-ton Winston 
Churchill which once ran on 
the Earl of Dudley’s mineral 
railway, was put on display 
at the front of the museum 
on Tipton Road. 


Season opens at rock houses 



Volunteer Mary Bendall making a rag rug the rock houses 


THE historic rock houses 
on Kinver Edge are being 
brought back to life as a 
series of activities are being 
planned at the carved-out 
cave dwellings. 

The rock houses were 
filled with the smell of bak¬ 
ing bread for the first time 
in decades during a nos¬ 
talgic day of activities that 
launched the new season at 
the attraction run by the 
National Trust. 

Victorian 

More than 300 visited the 
Holy Austin Rock Houses, 
near Kinver, as the homes 
were opened for the first 
time this year. 

Volunteers used a Victo¬ 
rian range for baking and 
demonstrated the tradi¬ 
tional craft of making rugs 
from rags. 

One of the houses has 
been restored to how it was 
in the Victorian era and 
another is preserved in a 
1930s style. 

The National Trust plan 
to make activities a regu¬ 
lar feature at the sandstone 
homes, open from 11am to 
4pm Thursday to Sunday 
until late November. 


Uncovered 
skeleton 
is '200 
years old' 

HUMAN remains discov¬ 
ered by engineers working 
on a £6.7 million revamp 
of Dudley’s historic market 
place were more than 200 
years old. 

Council chiefs are now 
having to make an urgent 
application for a licence 
from the Ministry of Justice 
to rebury the remains. 

Skeleton 

The skeleton is thought to 
belong to someone who had 
been buried in the grave¬ 
yard at St Edmund’s Church 
- known locally as Bottom 
Church - near where the 
remains were discovered in 
Castle Street last week. 

It is not yet known 
whether the person was 
male or female or their ap¬ 
proximate age. 

A police tent was erected 
over the spot after engineers 
discovered the skeleton on 
March 4. Work on that area 
has been suspended but the 
rest of the scheme is going 
ahead nearby. 

Dudley Councillor Khur- 
shid Ahmed, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for transport, said: “A 
conservation archaeologist 
visited the site on Cas¬ 
tle Street on Wednesday, 
which has revealed that the 
human remains are over 200 
years old. The council is now 
applying to the Ministry of 
Justice for an urgent licence 
to rebury the remains where 
they were found.” 




A ‘good’ school where 
behaviour and safety are 
‘outstanding’ (Ofsted 2013) 


Ofstecl 



Best ever GCSE and A level results 



100% pass rate at A Level 
60% students achieved 5 or more GCSEs at A*-C 
including English & Maths. 

40% students achieved 3 or more A*/A grades. 
91% students gained 5 or more GCSEs A*-j£§radet 


Call us to arrange a visit 

Hillcrest School, Stonehouse Lane, Birmingham B32 3AE 

Tel: 0121 464 3172 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


Best ever inspection 
gives a 'good' rating 



Headteacher Ann Davies has been praised for strong leadership 


STUDENTS and staff at Hill- 
crest School and Sixth Form 
Centre in Bartley Green are 
celebrating as Ofsted have 
recently rated the school 
‘good’ with many ‘outstand¬ 
ing’ features. Behaviour was 
reported to be, ‘exemplary, 
both in lessons and around 
the school’. 

Inspectors recently returned 
to the Stonehouse Lane school 
just a year since their last in¬ 
spection, following the school’s 
best ever results in GCSE, 
A-level and equivalent exams 
in August. 

They said that although some 
students arrive at the school 
with attainment, ‘below the na¬ 
tional average in Year 7’ that 
they left the school with, ‘at¬ 
tainment that is above national 
averages’. 

Pride 

Teaching in both the main school 
and in the sixth form was considered to 
be ‘good and sometimes outstanding’, 
as, ‘teachers provide lively and excit¬ 
ing tasks that enable students to build 
on their learning step by step, asking 
searching questions and encouraging 
discussion’. 

Inspectors praised students, re¬ 
porting that they, ‘take great pride in 
school, have highly positive attitudes 
to learning and are very keen to show a 
love of learning in class’. 

Members of the governing body 
were said to have a ‘deep insight into 
the quality of teaching’ and ‘rigorously 
check safeguarding practice’ to ensure 
that students are safe in school. 

“In order to be consistently out¬ 
standing, the inspectors said the 


school needs to provide even more op¬ 
portunities for students to get involved 
in the assessment of their work so that 
they are always clear what they need to 
do to improve. 

Targets 

Appointed in 2012, headteacher Jul¬ 
ie Ann Davies was praised for having, 
‘determined leadership, promoting a 
clear focus on continual improvement, 
with a clearly articulated vision for the 
future’. 

Ms Davies said, “I am delighted that 


the inspection team agreed with our 
self-evaluation that we have made rap¬ 
id progress in just a year, and have set 
ourselves ambitious targets towards 
even greater success. 

“I am privileged to lead such a tal¬ 
ented and committed group of staff, 
but I am especially proud of the way 
in which our students conducted them¬ 
selves. 

“Inspectors described our students’ 
‘excellent attitudes to learning’, which 
is typical of their conscientious and en¬ 
thusiastic thirst for learning.” 
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Skills of 
the 1930s 
used in 
zoo work 

WORKERS are using meth¬ 
ods and materials from the 
1930s as they restore two 
iconic buildings at Dudley 
Zoo. 

Chief executive Peter 
Suddock said it had been a 
‘fascinating’ experience to 
carry out renovation work 
on the zoo entrance and Sa¬ 
fari Shop 

Alongside a more spacious 
shop, the building will offer 
a new entrance with direct 
access from an extended zoo 
car park and there will be a 
Tecton Interpretation Cen¬ 
tre. The centre will explain 
the significance of the zoo’s 
12 Tecton buildings, de¬ 
signed by Russian architect 
Berthold Lubetkin and con¬ 
structed between 1935 and 
1937 using a pioneering sys¬ 
tem of reinforced concrete. 

Heritage funding has en¬ 
abled repair work to be car¬ 
ried out for the first time on 
four of the structures - the 
shop, the familiar wave-like 
entrance, bear ravine and 
kiosk one, as part of a mul¬ 
ti-million pound makeover. 

Mr Suddock said: “All 
concrete repair work has 
been completed employ¬ 
ing the exact formula used 
when they were built and 
we’ve also identified original 
paint colours.” 

Costs for the entrance 
and shop are £417,000 with 
£200,000 funded by Herit¬ 
age Lottery Fund and re¬ 
maining £217,000 paid from 
the zoo’s own coffers. 


Concern over benefit 
sanctions being misapplied 


Council could 
borrow £2.5m 


MORE than half of sanctions imposed against people’s benefits in 
Sandwell borough were overturned after a review during the first 
financial quarter, figures have revealed. 

It has prompted Sandwell Council’s finance boss Councillor Steve Eling to say there is 
something ‘badly wrong’ with the system. Sanctions may be imposed for reasons including 
missing appointments at job centres or being deemed not to be doing enough to find work. 
They can lead to claimants having benefits payments suspended. 

But figures obtained by Sandwell Council from the Department for Work and Pensions 
' show that, for sanctions against people’s 
Jobseeker’s Allowance between April 1 and 
June 30 2013, there were 690 ‘requests for 
reconsideration’ - 350 were upheld. 

There were also 10 requests for reconsid¬ 
eration over sanctions on Employment and 
Support Allowance, with all 10 being up¬ 
held. Ten official appeals were made against 
sanctions on Jobseeker’s Allowance, none of 
which were upheld. 

Councillor Eling says he is now deter¬ 
mined that the council will find ways to 
support those looking to have sanctions re¬ 
viewed. 

He said: “This tells us there is something 
badly wrong with the way benefits sanctions 
are being applied. 

“We are not arguing against sanctions, 
because in some cases they need to be ap¬ 
plied. But with the evidence that we have, 
that such a high percentage are being 
improperly imposed, it suggests there’s 
something wrong that’s adversely affecting 
Sandwell residents, and something has got 
to be done about that. 

“We are getting people presenting them¬ 
selves to us for crisis support, and I’m look¬ 
ing at how we can support them to appeal 
where they have been wrongly applied. 
They need to be supported to challenge 
these sanctions.” 


A MULTI-STOREY car park with 250 spac¬ 
es is set to be built in Dudley with the cash- 
strapped council planning to borrow the 
£2.5 million required for the scheme. 

Work on the car park in Tower Street 
could begin next year under the proposal 
which was expected to be approved by Dud¬ 
ley Council’s cabinet committee last night. 

Details of the scheme were first an¬ 
nounced two years ago following repeated 
calls from traders for more parking in the 
heart of the town centre. 

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed, cabinet 
member for transportation, defended the 
proposed loan, claiming the parking was a 
justified investment to support town centre 
regeneration. 

The council needs to make £34m of cuts 
over the next three years with bosses warn¬ 
ing around 40 jobs could be axed. 

In a report to Wednesday’s meeting, of¬ 
ficers said the council would manage the car 
park itself. 


La Bow-wow-heme for Danny 



Carrie-Anne McNally of the New Alex with Danny the dog 


THEY say you cannot teach 
old dogs new tricks - but 
12-year-old Danny is up for 
any challenge. 

He already holds the 
Guinness World Record 
for most theatrical perfor¬ 
mances by a dog, many of 
them in the musical Annie. 

Opera 

The Wheaten terrier 
starred in more 1,400 per¬ 
formances of Annie as the 
orphan’s canine pal Sandy. 
But he turned his attention 
to Puccini’s romantic opera 
at Birmingham’s New Alex¬ 
andra Theatre last weekend. 

Danny shared the stage 
with celebrated interna¬ 
tional soloists sopranos 
Elena Dee and Ecaterina 
Danu, and tenors Sorin 
Lupu and Nicolae Busuioc. 

The show’s director Ellen 
Kent said: “People say never 
work with children or ani¬ 
mals but I love to do both. 

“The first time was 20 
years ago when my pet cat 
Holly Go-Lightly was in one 
of my productions. Since 
then we’ve had horses, gold¬ 
fish and even a golden eagle 
on stage.” 


NEWS 

in brief 


High note for the 
new cancer choir 

A CHOIR for people who 
have been affected by can¬ 
cer have performed their 
first concert. Members 
of Second Chance Can¬ 
cer Choir sang songs by 
Abba and John Denver at 
Yew Tree and Tamebridge 
Community Centre. 

The group was set 
up in January by Helen 
Shorthouse. The 49-year- 
old from Yew Tree Estate 
started the choir after her 
partner, Debby, was di¬ 
agnosed with cancer. She 
said: “At each concert we 
will have collection buckets 
to raise money for Cancer 
Research. Our next big per¬ 
formance will be on March 
21, again at the centre.” 

For more information 
call 07951 011297. 

Delays caused as 
lorry sheds load 

MOTORISTS faced de¬ 
lays after a lorry carrying 
heavy metal shed its load 
on a busy island in Hale¬ 
sowen last week. 

Officers from the Central 
Motorway Policing Group 
were called to the island 
at the end of Manor Way, 
where the busy dual car¬ 
riageway meets Junction 
3 of the M5 motorway, at 
around 12.46pm Tuesday, 
to reports of a lorry shed¬ 
ding its load. 

When officers arrived 
they found that a seven 
ton cylinder of compressed 
metal had slid off the back 
of a truck and ended up col¬ 
liding with a metal barrier. 



YEAR 


WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, 
FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 


ri i 


Repair Service available 


How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 


It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 28 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on display 
before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 28 years. If we give 
you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products 
including free delivery. 


Spring Sale 

NOW ON 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and 
window showrooms 
in the UK 


Finance 

Available 

At Rydale we care about the 
customer, spend your money wisely ^ 


Massive 

Discounts 

on all orders placed now for 
March installation 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 


Open Weekdays 9 am to 5.30 pm, Saturday 9 am to 4 pm, Sunday Closed 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 
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LIKE all the great thinkers of 
our time, 20-year-old Gemma 
Worrall decided to share her 
thoughts on the delicate situa¬ 
tion in the Ukraine on Twitter. 

Of course she did. Does any¬ 
body ever have any thoughts on 
anything these days, without an¬ 
nouncing them on Twitter? 

But the Blackpool lass’s mus- 
ings on the stand-off between 
the West and Russia over the 
future of Crimea really are worth 
savouring. 

“If barraco barner is our pres¬ 
ident, why is he getting involved 
with Russia, scary,” she wrote. 

And that certainly is scary. 

Not only can she not spell 
Barack Obama’s name, she ap¬ 
pears to think Blackpool is part 
of the United States. And next 
year she will be allowed to vote 
at the General Election. 

Incidentally, although admit¬ 
ting politics is not her strong 
point, she claims to have 17 
GCSE O-levels. Seventeen. 
However did she manage that? 

It is tempting to quip that arith¬ 
metic is probably not her strong 
point either, but the sad thing 
is that she probably does have 
the qualifications she says. Still, 
good to ‘no’ the exam system 
hasn’t been dumbed down. 
□□□□□ 

THIS week Britain marked 
national No-Smoking Day, with 
events held all around the West 
Midlands. 

Meanwhile, the campaign 
group Tobacco Free Futures 
warned (before hastily re-editing) 
that it was ‘fighting back against 
an industry which kills 2 in 1 ’. 

Now that is a deadly indus¬ 
try. Presumably arithmetic is not 
their strong point either? 
□□□□□ 

ANOTHER example of the 
stupidity rife on our social me¬ 
dia network is the furore sur¬ 
rounding Emily Slough, a young 
mother who had been pictured 
breastfeeding her daughter in 
Rugeley town centre. 

The photograph was then 
posted on Facebook by some 
sad case who branded her a 
tramp. I can’t help but think 
that if the sight offended me so 
much, I would be wanting to get 
it out of my mind, not posting it 
on the internet so thousands of 
other people could see it. 

And then finally, we have the 
reaction of Mrs Slough herself, 
who has responded by organis¬ 
ing a mass breast-feeding ses¬ 
sion in Rugeley town centre on 
Saturday. 

Please ladies, enough. I know 
breastfeeding is natural, but so 
is taking a leak. It is generally ac¬ 
cepted that it is bad manners to 
do that in the street. 

And while the Facebook com¬ 
ments were nasty, vitriolic and 
spiteful, is it really right for a 
bunch of militant breast-feeders 
to use their children as props in a 
tasteless publicity stunt? 

Both sides need to take a 
deep breath and calm down. 
There are more important issues 
to get worked up over. 



The new Jaguar Land Rover engine factory Tata Steel is investing heavily in its Wednesfield site The £11m investment in the new Tipton Leisure Centre 

Skills gap key to 
better business 



Dudley Castle is still key to attracting visitors to the area 


SIMON PENFOLD outlines 
the good, the bad and the 
ugly of the Black Country’s 
economic situation 


WE are building more homes in 
the Black Country, our children 
are doing better at school and 
more people are in work than 
there were a year ago. 

There has been a 3,000 hike in the 
workforce across Wolverhampton, 
Walsall, Dudley and Sandwell. 

However, the nitty-gritty of this is 
that 9,000 new jobs created in the pri¬ 
vate sector were partly wiped out by the 
loss of 6,000 public sector jobs as Govern¬ 
ment spending cuts bit deep across local 
authorities and state-funded bodies. 

At the same time, people in the Black 
Country are much less physically active 
than the UK average. And figures for in¬ 
fant death, diabetes and childhood obe¬ 
sity are significantly worse than for the 
UK as a whole. 

The facts and figures are all revealed 
in a newly published Economic Review, 
a look at the Black Country and the state 
we are in. It has been compiled by the 
economic intelligence unit of the Black 
Country Consortium, the organisation 
set up between local business leaders and 
local authorities more than a decade ago 
to co-ordinate their efforts to regenerate 
the area. 

To keep track of progress - or the lack 
of it - the Consortium compiles huge 
amounts of data every year. 

One of the key numbers it produces 
is something called the ‘output gap’. It 
effectively compares how well the Black 
Country is performing as a local econ¬ 
omy, and how well it should be perform¬ 
ing compared to the rest of the UK. 

The bad news is that an overall assess¬ 
ment shows the Black Country’s econ¬ 
omy is around £7.8 billion short of where 
it needs to be. The worse news is that 
figure has been getting bigger. 


Since 2004 is has gone up by around 
£3 billion, and last year it rose another 
£200 million. 

This is partly because we have too 
few people in jobs, and partly because 
our people don’t have good enough 
skills. But the biggest problem is that 
the Black Country economy lacks dy¬ 
namism - it underperforms in terms 
of competition, investment, innovation 
and enterprise. We simply don’t create 
enough businesses. 

In the UK as a whole, for every 10,000 
people around 42 businesses are created 
every year. In the Black Country that 


falls to just 30. Across the area that 
means 1,453 businesses that should be 
started, aren’t. 

And the area loses out in terms of 
wages, spending, taxes and all the other 
benefits healthy businesses bring to an 
area to the tune of £5.4 billion. But the 
businesses we do have are often doing 
very well indeed. 

Around 90,000 people in the Black 
Country have jobs in what is now called 
the High Value Manufacturing sector. 
That is firms making parts for cars, 
planes, oil rigs, pipelines and anything 
else that requires engineering know¬ 


how and precision. The result is that 
the Black Country has become the heart 
of the UK’s engineering components 
industry. Parts made in Dudley, West 
Bromwich, Oldbury, Walsall or Wolver¬ 
hampton are now going into virtually 
every car and aircraft now being pro¬ 
duced in the UK. 

Companies like Jaguar Land Rover, 
with its new engine plant on the i54, and 
Tata Steel, with its major investment at 
the Wednesfield Steelpark, see the Black 
Country as an area with a manufactur¬ 
ing future. But that has brought its own 
set of problems - the biggest of which 
is the region’s skills gap, says Stewart 
Towe, chairman of the Local Enterprise 
Partnership. 

Mr Towe said the skills issue was 
‘absolutely critical’ and is appealing to 
more young people - and their parents 
- to consider careers in engineering 
and manufacturing. Mr Towe, who is 
also head of Smethwick manufacturing 
group Hadley, said: “One of our biggest 
problems is that we have too many ‘life¬ 
style businesses’.” 

Earnings 

A lack of skills is a big factor in an¬ 
other area where the Black Country is 
still losing out: wages. The average earn¬ 
ings for a Black Country person in full 
time work last year was £23,256. That 
is up £216 on the previous year but still 
£3,761 short of the national average. 

Unemployment remains high, at 11.2 
per cent compared to eight per cent na¬ 
tionally. To get us up to the national 
average would mean more than 16,000 
people finding a job. 

Transport is another big issue, and 
the last year has seen work under 
way on the £36 million M54 junction 
2 scheme, improving access to the i54 
business site, as well as the £25m A41 
West Bromwich Underpass. 

The Economic Review shows that the 
Black Country is making progress in 
areas such as education and training, 
building new homes and - gradually - 
increasing jobs. But it also underlines 
that this area has a long way to go. 


THROUGH 
THE YEARS 


1984 

A NAKED duel on a nippy 
December afternoon landed 
two men with £50 fines. Lich¬ 
field magistrates fined the men 
for behaviour likely to cause a 
breach of the peace following 
the bizarre stunt, which took 
place in broad daylight in front of 
men, women and children. 

FORMER Mayor of Wolver¬ 
hampton Ted Lane, thought 
to be Britain’s longest serving 
councillor, was facing expulsion 
from the Labour Party after 67 
years.Councillor Lane had an¬ 
nounced he would stand as an 
independent Labour candidate 
after being deselected by his 
ward party. 

THE leaders of 13,000 Staf¬ 
fordshire miners urged their men 
to join strike action which had 
paralysed half of the country’s 
pits. The Midlands National Un¬ 
ion of Mineworkers said a ballot 
would take place. 

1994 

A LOCAL authority defended 
its decision to threaten a man 
with court action over £1 owing 
on his council tax. Clive Hay¬ 
ward, of Willenhall, was sent a 
demand after paying his £431 
bill in 10 instalments of £43. “I 
thought they would have added 
£1 to one of the instalments,” 
he said. “The council has been 
ridiculously heavy-handed.” 

FRANK Sinatra was reported 
to be in good shape and anxious 
to return to the stage days after 
collapsing during a concert in 
Virginia. 

POLICE removed the distinc¬ 
tive sign outside the Gloucester 
‘House of Horrors’ after a ninth 
body was found buried at the 
site. Its owner, Gloucester build¬ 
er Fred West, appeared before 
magistrates in the city charged 
with five more murders, in addi¬ 
tion to the three charges he was 
already facing. 

2004 

TWO young women were res¬ 
cued after their car plunged 18ft 
into the River Severn near Iron- 
bridge, forcing them to clamber 
onto the roof as the vehicle sank 
into freezing waters. It was be¬ 
lieved the driver had served to 
avoid a badger. 

THOUSANDS queued outside 
Birmingham’s University of Cen¬ 
tral England to audition for the 
Big Brother house. One hope¬ 
ful got a friend to film him run¬ 
ning through a supermarket in 
swimming trunks while another 
dressed in a chicken outfit. 

A YOUNG man in the con¬ 
gregation of a Wolverhampton 
church was forced to empty his 
pockets by fellow churchgo¬ 
ers after being caught stealing 
from the collection plate. He fled 
empty handed. 



O Free Quotations O Old Buildings Removed inc Asbestos O Base Laying Service O Free Delivery & Fitting 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 

BUILDINGS 
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LETTERS 


Murder warrants capital punishment 

WITH modern technology and, in this case, only God can judge, I say that as God seems 
television evidence and admission of guilt, to have delegated his work to mankind in 
any thinking person might accept that the every other sphere, it therefore seems ap- 
premeditated murder of a British soldier on propriate that we should also take this into 
a British street warrants nothing less than our purview. 

capital punishment. If it is appropriate to kill our enemies on 

Furthermore, if we lived in a true democ- an industrial scale in time of war, what is 
racy where the wishes of the majority are the difference between death in battle or 
listened to whilst at the same time providing death at the end of a hangman’s rope? The 
checks and balances to protect minorities, only grouping who can genuinely claim to 
the monsters responsible would currently be be against capital punishment are conscien- 
awaiting the rope. tious objectors. 

To religious readers who believe that we AM ETHERIDGE 
should never take a human life and that Sedgley 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST ir 
number number. The Editor reser 

E-MAIL 

Dudley 

@expressandstar.co.uk 

iclude name, address and telephone 
ves the right to condense letters. 


z-cars actor was 
always a joy to watch 


Thanks to 
hospital for 
care... but 

A BIG thank you on behalf 
of my sister June Wise, my¬ 
self and all family members 
to Russells Hall Hospital. 

My sister has recently 
been discharged after 
spending 11 weeks in the 
hospital. The first 11 days 
in the Critical Care Unit fol¬ 
lowing surgery. The doctors, 
nurses and all the staff on 
critical care were first class, 
private could not have been 
better. 

Special thanks to Dr Patel 
who visited my sister every 
two weeks on each ward she 
was on, he became a very 
good friend. 

She wants to thank all 
the doctors and staff who 
nursed her back to good 
health, too many to name. 
Best wishes to the many 
friends she made. 

The worst part were the 
meals, which need a good 
overall, food is part of the 
recovery. The other big 
moan is getting on the car 
park at afternoon visiting 
and the charge which does 
not go to the hospital. 

V CARTWRIGHT 

Dudley 


I AM sad to hear of the 
death of James Ellis, aged 
82, the actor who played 
Bert Lynch in Z-Cars during 
the 1960s and 70s. 

He was a fantastic actor 
and a joy to watch. 

When Walsall’s very 
own Frank Windsor, who 
played Detective Sergeant 
John Watt in Z-Cars, was 
in a scene with James, it 
certainly brought the se¬ 
ries alive and it suddenly 
dawned on the audience 
why Z-Cars was such a pop¬ 
ular BBC TV drama. Frank 
was a pupil of Queen Mary’s 
Grammar school. 

The themes of the show 
could be light-hearted, se¬ 
rious and dark, from racism 
to child abuse, and it dealt 
with the real life issues of 


Britain in a brave and en¬ 
lightened manner. 

Often the stories were 
shown to an audience that 
had for years been brought 
up on the coziness of Dixon 
of Dock Green and PC 49. 

Z-Cars became the daddy 
of all TV Cop shows, eventu¬ 
ally earning itself a spin-off 
drama called Softly Softly. 

We have James Ellis, and 
Walsall’s Frank Windsor 
and all the others involved 
in the series to thank for 
that ground breaking period 
in TV. 

I was under the impres¬ 
sion James Ellis settled and 
lived in Dudley for a time, 
am I correct ? 

IAN PAYNE 


Toilet is in 
wrong place 

CASH-STRAPPED Dudley 
Council are going to knock 
down a perfectly good toilet 
block so that we can have a 
view of the castle. The new 
toilet will be in what was 
Levines furniture store. 

Dudley Council do not 
own this property and will 
have to pay rent, which 
means the public will be 
charged 20p to use the loo. 

The council have not 
taken into account that 
mothers with young chil¬ 
dren and the elderly with 
shopping will now have to 
cross a busy road and have a 
walk to the new toilets. 

Also I have watched as 
children have come run¬ 
ning out into the market 
place from the toilets. What 
happens when they do this 
from the new toilets into the 
path oThanks again, Dudley 
councillors. 

D E WALKER 

Dudley 

It would be 
good to talk 

CAN any national company 
be more inaccessible than 
BT? 

Whilst there are Orange, 
T-Mobile , uncle Tom Cob- 
ley and all phone shops, does 
anyone know to a BT shop 
where I can go in to get any 
questions answered face to 
face? 

It really is exasperating 
to contact a ‘talking voice’ 
with any concerns I have, 
and when I do manage to 
get through to someone, it 
is somebody in some foreign 
land. 

I despair. 

Am I alone in this or are 
others in the same boat? 

L SHELDON 

Dudley 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House, Manor Lane, Halesowen Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 

email: stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 


0121 602 8088 (24 Hour Call Outs) 0844 561 7244 Office 707067 650567 Mobile 



We are offering 10% off all 
domestic re-wires booked in 
the month of March. 

If you have been putting off re-wiring your 
home, now is the time to take advantage 
of this special Spring offer. We will move 
all furniture for you and tidy up each day, 
ensuring minimum disruption to your home 
or work place. We can arrange any essential 
plastering and re-decorating works at the 
same time. Contact us for a free, no obligation 
quotation (all NICEIC certification provided). 


• For all your electrical needs in 
your home, garden, driveway 
or office/ retail premises 

• Emergency call outs - 
7- days a week 

• Experienced electricians 
NICEIC regulated 

• Competitive prices/ FREE quotations 

• Energy saving LED Lighting 

• Fuse board replacements 


• Rewiring 

• Landlord Certification 

• General electrical maintenance 

• Supply / install of electric roller shutter 
garage doors 

• Electric heating systems 

• Inspection & testing 

• Shower upgrades 

• CCTV & intruder alarms 



Starkey Electrical Ltd - Your local, energy efficient electrician 





Did you know that, 80% oi 
our customers are retired? 


Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 31st March 


PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today!! 

0121 550 4821 or 07726104200 

Offers cannot be combined 


OUR NEW SHOWROOM IS NOW OPEN IN STOURPORT 
33 High Street, Stourport on Severn DY13 8BE 
Tel: 01299 877718 Fax: 01299 825671 

Opening Times: Mon - Sat lOam - 5.30pm, Thurs lOam - 7pm 


All types of 
Flooring supplied 
and Wet Wall 
Solutions for 
Bathrooms 

Range of 
Kitchens, 
Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit 
all budgets 


OVER 100 DOOR STYLES 
AVAILABLE IN ALL 
COLOURS. 

WORKTOPS AVAILABLE 
STANDARD, QUARTZ 
ENCORE AND WOOD. 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES BESPOKE 
MADE TO 
MEASURE SIZES 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Homeowners ••• 

Looking to sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just moved in? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom ana allow us to show your home's true potential 

Bring us your dream pktures and we will bring them to l 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

THE GUILD 


OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 
show you the excellent standard of work' 


Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Baumatic, 
Hotpoint, Stoves and 
many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
“...totally professional from 
beginning to end...” 


stunning 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NOT LET YOU DOWNM 


The largest working Luce kitchen 
in the Midlands 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 
Open Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm, Thursday 9am - 7pm 
Tel: 0121 550 4821 
Mobile: 07726 104200 

Oak Lodge Building, Furnace Hill, Halesowen, B63 3LZ 
Open Mon - Fri 9.30am - 5pm, Sat 10am - 1pm 


Replace Your Tired Kitchen, 
Bathroom or Bedroom with a 
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Hassle Free Days Out 


Date 


Senior Child 


Sat 5th The National Archives - Kew, London 

to book this trip Contact Phil Lamb on 0121 422 9131 
Tue 15th Cotswolds *Moreton Market & Bourton* 

2 SEATS FOR £22 (Every Third Tuesday of the Month) 
Sat 19th Oxford - Nifty City Explorer Tour 

‘included Hop On Hop off Open-Top Bus Ticket* 

Sat 19th Oxford as you please...‘Shopping & Sightseeing* 
ALL SEATS ONLY £15.00 

Mon 21st Weston-super-Mare on Easter Monday 
*2 SEATS FOR £25* 

Thu 24th Nifty 50’s Mystery Lunch Excursion 
(Last Thursday of the Month) 


PT71 


£21 

£13 

£25 

£15 

£15 


£21 

£12 

£23 

£15 

£14 

£22 


n/a 

n/a 

£18 

£15 

£13 

n/a 


D 

C 

C 

B 

TBC 


Sun 4th Highclere Castle (Downton Abbey) 

House, Gardens & Egyptian Exhibition 
Mon 5th Llandudno Victorian Extravaganza 
Bank Holiday Special 
Sat 10th Barmouth... for the day 
Sat 10th The National Archives - Kew, London 

To book this trip Contact Phil Lamb on 0121 422 9131 
Tue 13th Abergavenny Market & Tewkesbury 
2 For Tuesday (2 SEATS FOR £22) 

Fri 16th Powis Castle & Gardens 

‘Nifty National Trust Coach Club 
Sat 17th York - Nifty City Explorer Tour 

‘Includes Hop On Hop off Open-Top Bus Ticket* 

Sat 17th York as you please...*Shopping & Sightseeing* 

ALL SEATS ONLY £15.00 

Tue 20th Cotswolds ‘Moreton Market & Bourton* 

*2 SEATS FOR £22 ‘(Every Third Tuesday of the Month) 
Sun 25th West Midlands Safari Park 

All inclusive Ticket (inc. unlimited ride wristband): 

Mon 26th Weston-Super-Mare on Bank Holiday 
*2 SEATS FOR £25* 

Thu 29th Nifty 50’s Mystery Lunch Excursion 
(Last Thursday of the Month) 

Sat 31st Warner Bros Studio, London 
Harry Potter Studio Tour 


£17 

£17 


£14 

£28 


£16 

£16 


£13 

£25 


NT Member £14 

£25 £25 


£13 

£18 

£27 

£15 

£22 

£50 


£12 

£17 

£14 

£22 

£50 


£15 

£15 


n/a 

n/a 

£20 

£15 

n/a 

£16 

£26 

£13 

n/a 

£40 


SELF DRIVE 
VANS 

.AVAILABLE 


CALL TODAY AND WE * 
WILL POST YOU YOUR 
r_2014 BROCHURE: 


D 

B 

A 

A 

D 

E 

B 

TBC 

C 


pigs ‘Morton Coaches 


Pick up points- 
in Halesowen- 


Call for full programme details 0121550 8519 

12-53 seater coaches available for private hire 

Airport/Seaport and City Transfers ■ Stag and Hen Parties 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

CLUB NEWS 


A recipient 
of Maundy 
Money visits 


MYTIME OVER 50S 


MYTIME Over Fifties Feb¬ 
ruary meeting began with 
a talk by Roy Peacock en¬ 
titled “The Queen’s Jubilee 
Maundy Money.” 

Mr Peacock, a lay 
preacher of many years, 
was chosen by the Bishop 
of Dudley to represent the 
Diocese of Worcester at the 
Jubilee Maundy Service at 
York Minster in 2012. 

This was a special service 
as the Queen had requested 
that every diocese in the 
country be represented in¬ 
stead of just the diocese in 
which the service was tak¬ 
ing place. Some 86 men and 
86 women were chosen to 
receive the Queen’s Maundy 
Money and Mr Peacock was 
one of them. 

During the Maundy Ser¬ 
vice after the reading of the 
first lesson, the Yeoman of 
the Guard appeared to assist 
Her Majesty with the giving 
of the Maundy Money to the 
first half of the recipients 
and again after the second 
lesson. Each recipient re¬ 
ceived two leather pouches 
of Maundy money, all newly 
minted for this occasion. 

The Maundy Service is a 
continuation of a tradition 
since the 12th Century and 
has evolved into the pres¬ 
entation of the tokens of 
money for those men and 
women who have given ser¬ 
vice to their churches and 
communities. 

At the meeting on March 
26, in the Amblecote Room 
at Stourbridge Town Hall, 
the speaker George Hook’s 
subject will be “Mother of 
Pearl” . 


Sweet talking from 
the guest speaker 



Vice chairman Pamela Lane, committee member Elaine Lay, vice chairman of 
Compton Hospice Jeremy Hobbs, chairman Jane Emery and treasurer Gill Parsons 


CAMEO Ladies were welcomed to the AGM 
on February 3, the first meeting of 2014. 
After the official business chairman Jane 
Emery welcomed Emma Scott who gave an 
interesting talk on the history of sweets. 

Members enjoyed samples of sweets fol¬ 
lowed by refreshments arranged by the 
committee. 

Jane was delighted to then welcome 
Jeremy Hobbs, vice chairman of Compton 


CAMEO LADIES 


Hospice, to present a cheque for £1,500 for 
a chairbed for patients. Monies were raised 
from events and raffles during the year. 
Each member was given a gift to commence 
the celebrations for the group’s 20 years as 
CAMEO, Come And Meet Each Other. 

For further information on the club call 
01902 330727 or 01902 844836. 


See how 

THE next meeting of the 
Sedgley Local History So¬ 
ciety takes place tonight 
(Thursday March 13) at 
7.30pm in St Andrew’s 
Church, Bilston Street. 

The speaker is Keith 
Hodgkins, chief chairman 
of Tipton Civic Society and 
passionate Black Coun¬ 
try heritage campaigner. 
Keith’s archive photographs 


fortunes 


SEDGLEY HISTORY 


of Dudley show the town 
from the 1900s to the 1970s. 

In 1939 the small Worces¬ 
tershire County Borough, 
surrounded by Stafford¬ 
shire, covered 4,067 acres, 
only 200 more than Sedgley 
Urban District. However, 
the population of 62,100 
was three times that of 


changed 

Sedgley’s. The evening is 
an ideal opportunity to view 
the changing fortunes of 
the self styled ‘Capital of 
the Black Country’, with its 
11th century castle, medie¬ 
val market place, Zoological 
Gardens (opened in 1937) 
and once vibrant shops. 

The evening is sponsored 
by the Sedgley office of es¬ 
tate agents Taylors. 




HALESTONE 

MEMORIALS 


Showroom sale on till end of March! 

Traditional & Modern Memorials 
• Restorations • Repairs • ReGilds 
Phone for free brochure 

0121 550 4235 

or visit our showroom at: 
Somers Rd, Halesowen B62 8EN 
www.halestonememorials.co.uk 


(are To Talk? 

Patience, a sense of humour, a desire to 
learn and a spare bedroom? 

You could be just what we are 
looking for. 

__ Call us for a chat 

about fostering on 

^ 08458 734455. 

People blossom 

with 

OYmop (iYOVt 



Orange Grove 

fostercare 

www.orangegrovefostercare.co.uk 


There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Wil 

Only £75.00 plus VATjj 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills, 

Single Wills £80.00 plus Vt 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment mil 

0845 678 7010 r 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianshin Trusts 

Members of the Socij 

GO: 
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NEWS 


Peaky Blinders return 
to the Black Country 


THE smog filled streets of 
1920s Birmingham where 
only the toughest survive in a 
community beset by poverty, 
police violence, gang war¬ 
fare, and loyalties are tested 
by Communist and Irish Re¬ 
publican causes. 

Millions glued to their television 
sets each week are captivated by these 
evocative streets, homes and smoky 
pubs ruled by family bonds. 

The critically acclaimed BBC drama 
Peaky Blinders is returning for a sec¬ 
ond series this autumn and filming has 
begun on the second series of the hit 
TV show, not in Birmingham but in 
the Black Country. 

It tells the story of the Peaky Blin¬ 
ders, a gang known to deal with an¬ 
yone who stands in their way with a 
deft swipe of razor blades protruding 
from their flat caps. 

The Black Country Living Museum 
welcomed film crews this week for the 
second series running to use its atmos¬ 
pheric canal side locations to shoot 
scenes. 

It is seen at a coup for the Black 
Country as producers say there are 
not enough suitable period locations 
in Birmingham to film there. 

Those visiting the museum last 
week were able to catch a glimpse of 
the stars on set. 

Many got close enough to capture 
the stars on their camera phones in¬ 
cluding leading man Cillian Murphy 
who plays the gang’s chief Tommy 
Shelby. 

Cameras were brought into the mu¬ 
seum, off Tipton Road, Dudley, ready 
to set the scene for the production, al¬ 
though part of the site was closed off 
for the filming to take place. 

While the show’s characters are 
often seen sporting sharp suits or fine 
frocks, the streets in which they lived 



It’s a rare smile from gang boss 
Tommy Shelby, actor Cillian Murphy 


were far from glamorous. Producers 
wanted to use the museum for outdoor 
shots using the well known canal side 
area near the period village. 

Already the terrace of shops near 
the canal bridge complete with cob¬ 
bled streets and ornate lamp posts 
have been the setting for other shows, 
including the award-winning Stephen 
Polikoff drama Dancing on the Edge 
featuring Oscar nominee Chiwetel Eji- 
ofor. This month the BBC’s daytime 
police drama WPC56 was screened 
featuring many of shops and sights 
from the 1930s Birmingham Street 
attraction at the museum. 



Sophie Rundle who plays Tommy 
Shelby’s strong-minded sister Ada 


But this time producers decided to 
focus their locations on the canal to 
the rear of the village surrounding the 
harsher looking foundry buildings. 
Dark shale pathways were littered 
with wooden boxes to created what 
appeared like a canal side depot. 

Irish actor Cillian Murphy, who 
also starred in horror thriller 28 Days 
Later and as Batman’s enemy The 
Scarecrow in two Hollywood block¬ 
busters featuring the caped crusader, 
was on set to swagger before the cam¬ 
eras as the ambitious and dangerous 
crime boss Tommy, the drama’s qui¬ 
etly spoken anti-hero. 


Hawthorn 

XX/i n a\ cdva/s 



Specialists in Door, Window, Porch and 
Conservatory Installations 


Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 


Misty units replaced 


WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON ALL UPVC PRODUCTS 


Quality products at quality prices 


10 year guarantee 


Faulty door locks and window hinges replaced 

We will beat any quote 

FENSA registered 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, Bromsgrove Road, 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3XB 
Tel: 0121 559 6320 
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LUXURY WOOL FROM ONLY £5.99m 


PRESTIGE COLLECTION 


PRICE 


PLUS AN EXTRA 

25% OFF 

PLUS 

EVERY CARPET 

FITTED 

FREE 

*when you buy the equivalent size of 
our Airstep or Treadmore underlay 


FREI 


CUSTOMER 
BENEFIT 
k PACI 

, 0 ®S.SS®«] 


FREE FITTING 
FREE DELIVERY 
FREE MEASURING 
FREE ESTIMATES 





Encore Orthopaedic 
4'6" Double 

Extra firm spring unit in hard-wearing fabric with a 
striking cover design and quilted mattress border. 
Headboards available at extra cost. 


FANTASTIC CHOICE OF HALF PRICE BEDS 


100s OF VINYLS IN STOCK 
TAKE AWAY TODAY 


HURRY OFFERS 
END 6PM MONDAY 

132 Wellington Road, Dudley, 

West Mids DY1 1UB Tel: 01384 259966 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-6pm / Thurs 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-4pm 


UnHId ££!££!§ 


www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or Call Free on 0800 344 442 

Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair 
surcharge applies. Free fitting offer does not apply to laminate wood or vinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. 
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Julie in 1991 with Princess Diana at the opening of the Maternity Unit at the Manor Hospital ‘Amazing smile’ - Former Pc Julie seen in 2005 


Saddlers fan Julie in the 1980’s at the then Walsall FC ground Fellows Park 



Julie at a crime prevention stand at the Saddlers Centre 



Julie’s husband Mark with daughter Danielle Roberts 


Royal flower girl Julie, who lit 
up force with her dazzling smile 


SHE met Princess Diana, Mu¬ 
hammad Ali and was regularly 
seen on police duty covering her 
beloved football club, the Sad¬ 
dlers. 

Tributes have now been paid to former 
police officer Julie Skidmore who served in 
the Black Country during her 30 year ca¬ 
reer in the force, and who lost her six year 
battle with ovarian cancer last month. 

More than 400 people attended her fu¬ 
neral on Monday. The popular 56 year-old 
from Walsall was the first female officer at 
Saddlers games and was even captured on 
camera kicking the ball back into play at 
the old Fellows Park ground. 

She continued to hold the football club 
close to her heart as a fan and even worked 
in the Bescot Stadium control room after 
her retirement from the force. 

During her three decades patrolling the 
beat in Walsall she received a commenda¬ 
tion for bravery in 1996 after being threat¬ 
ened with a 14 inch sword after executing a 
search warrant in Pleck. 


by Craig Hughes 


She was known to many in the commu¬ 
nity under her maiden name Dale having 
joined the force in August 1976. 

She mainly covered the town centre, 
Alumwell, Pleck and Caldmore areas and 
later on was also involved with CID. 

The grandmother-of-one was diagnosed 
with cancer and would regularly travel to 
Surrey for treatment at the Royal Marsden 
Hospital. 

Even during this and following her retire¬ 
ment she still worked as a civilian at sta¬ 
tions including Erdington, Sutton Coldfield 
and at Lloyd House in Birmingham. She 
would help set up open days. 

Following her diagnosis her family were 
braced she may have up to just two more 
years, but due to her determination and 
care she prolonged her life for years more. 

She underwent clinical trials at the hos¬ 
pital and after the support she received 
the Julie Skidmore Climb Every Mountain 
Fund has been created in her honour and 
will raise money for the Royal Marsden 


Cancer Charity. A charity walk of 40 miles 
from Walsall to Port Vale for the game in 
April is also being planned to raise money 
for the cause. 

Mrs Skidmore, of Pelsall, passed away 
last month and leaves behind husband of 
27 years Mark and daughter Danielle. 

After being able to prolong her life in 
the last she managed to see her daughter 
get married, welcome the birth of her first 
grandchild Georgy last year and go to her 
favourite place Salzburg. 

Amazing 

Daughter Danielle, aged 27, said: “She 
was very bubbly, very infectious and it has 
hit everyone very hard. 

“She lived for everybody else, she would 
do anything for anybody, she had this 
amazing smile. 

“She remained a Wpc, she never really 
wanted to climb the ladder, on reflection 
she always said maybe I should have done it 
but she was always involved in the commu¬ 
nity. She was the first female police officer 
to police a game down at Fellows Park. She 


was notorious for being on the touchline 
and there is a picture of her kicking the 
football in her uniform. She still worked as 
a civilian while she was having treatment.” 

As a police officer she helped set up Hos¬ 
pital Watch to help improve security at Wal¬ 
sall Manor. 

She was on security duty when boxer 
Ali was in Birmingham for a promotional 
event and one of her biggest highlights was 
to meet Princess Diana when she visited the 
hospital’s maternity unit in 1991. 

Danielle, aged 27, said: “When Diana was 
given flowers she passed them back to her, 
she called herself Diana’s flower girl. She 
loved it she was so proud.” 

Mrs Skidmore and the fundraising in 
her memory will be featured in the Walsall 
matchday programme for the weekend’s 
game against Wolves. 

The funeral took place at St Peter’s 
Church in Little Aston on Monday with 
the police force doing a guard of honour. 
For more information about the fund in 
her memory visit the www.justgiving.com/ 
remember/105725/Julie-Skidmore website. 








ALL UNDER 
ONE ROOF! 



CAR & COMMERCIAL 


MOT/SERVICING/MECHANICS 

VEHICLE LIVERY & VINYL WRAPPING 
DIAGNOSTICS/ELECTRICAL 
7 DAY PARTS & ACCESSORY SHOP 
CLUTCH/BRAKES/EXHAUSTS 
ENGINE/GEARBOX/SUSPENSION 
BATTERY/STARTER/ALTERNATORS 
TYRES/PUNCTURE/BALANCE/ALIGNMENT 
VAN & CAR HIRE/COURTESY 
ACCIDENT DAMAGE/BODY REPAIR 
ALLOY WHEEL REFURB 
VEHICLE SECURITY/SLAM LOCKS 
KEY CUTTING HOME/NUMBER PLATES 
CONTRACT/FLEET WORK WELCOME 
WINDSCREEN CHIP/GLASS REPLACEMENT 
CAR WASH/VALETING/WINDOW TINT 

AND MUCH MUCH MORE! 





12014 Special Offer!!! 

I MOT test for only £25 
with this voucher 


Valid until 31/12/14 


_ For Bookings call: _ 

^01214483988 T3* 

Unit 1-1 a Park Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4LQ 


For Parts Shop: 

0121 544 3365 


SERVICE REPAIR MOT BODY SHOP PARTS COMMERCIAL TYRES CAR MECHANICS .. 
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NEWS 


Hie hair apparent to 
beard and beer title 


THEY travelled from all over 
the country with one aim in 
mind - to be crowned the 
Beard of the Year. 

A brewery contest to find a man 
with the best facial hair to be featured 
in a pump clip was staged by Dudley’s 
Fownes Brewing Co and staged at the 
Wheatsheaf pub, in Birmingham Road, 
Walsall. 

And 28-year-old Michael Legge, 
from Rotherham, won the overall prize 
by no more than a whisker. 

There were four categories in all: 
full beard, pointed beard, moustache 
and free-style - with the winner of 
each going through to the grand final. 

To reach the last stage Mr Legge, a 
joiner, beat off tough competition from 
Tipton’s Ben Bennett in the full beard 
category. 

Mr Bennett, a historical re-enactor 
from Ryland Close, celebrated his 56th 
birthday the day after the contest was 
held and said winning the competition 
would have been a wonderful present. 

“I am really pleased with coming 
second in the category although I sup¬ 
pose it was disappointing not to make 
the final,” he said. 

“It was a really good day and a fun 
event. Hopefully it will become an an¬ 
nual event.” 

Mr Legge, who travelled from 
Rotherham especially for the event, 
said: “I am really excited to win the 
overall prize. It’s not everyday you 
have your face put on a pump clip.” 

Mr Legge said he had started grow¬ 
ing his beard three years ago as a bet. 

Dames Fownes, who runs the brew¬ 
ery in Clarence Street, Upper Gornal 
with his brother Thomas, said: “It 
was a really successful event. We had 
around 30 competitors take part in 
the end with people coming in from all 
over the country from places like Scar¬ 
borough, Essex and Somerset. When 
we first launched the event we did not 



Winner Yorkshire’s Michael Legge 



A baby finds talking beards a bit much 


realise they was such a large commu¬ 
nity of beard growers who regularly 
take part in competitions of this kind. 

“Congratulations to Michael and 
his picture will be on the beer pump 
of an ale we will be brewing later on 
in the year.” Both James and Thomas 
both sport beards themselves. They 
brand themselves as a Dwarfen brew- 



Competitors at the Wheatsheaf pub 



Free style winner Bex Minchin, right 


ery, with all their beers having stories 
drawing inspiration from Scandina¬ 
vian mythology and classic fantasy 
literature. 

And they hit on the idea of launch¬ 
ing the competition after visiting Scar¬ 
borough for the Yorkshire beard day 
and the Wessex Beardsmen’s first an¬ 
nual competition in Somerset. 
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Beautiful Kitchens & Bathrooms, Designed with Imagination and Skillfully Fitted with Care 


"A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you' Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

"They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 



See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.FHagleyKitchenS.CO.uk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 


Hasbury Windows Ltd 


w SBUffi£ 



Excellent service 
from start to finish. 
Reliable and 
friendly. 



Very pleased with 
the new windows. 
Fitters were very tidy, 
everything left clean. 



L A KERRY 

HALESOWEN 


6 Flat Windows 
& 2 Doors 

fl £2999 

Indudes FittingS VAT I 


* Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 

* No payment until completion 

* Call us now for a great deal on your new 
windows, doors and conservatories 

* Visit our showroom 

* Deal direct with the owner 

* If you want quality, value and service it 
‘has to be Hasbury’! 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

01214217001 / 01214212104 / 01384787 % 


(opposite the Stag & Three 
Horseshoes) 

SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm • Sat 10 am-2 pm 
Phonelines open 9 am-9 pm 
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Midland UPVC 

Windows and DooMM 






SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR _ 

FUEL BILLS WITH OUR “ 

ENERGY A RATED WINDOWS 

m 

6 FLAT WINDOWS 

£1499fitted. conditions apply 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS -Free Design service 

■ 10 yr Insurance back guarantee 

Visit OUT WCDSitG! ■ Secured by design Quality Products 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk ' E "ZZ sa T & Doors ,„ 

* ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

No hidden extras very competitive price 


FANTASTIC NEW 
UPVC DOOR RANGE 


As seen on the 

BBC DIY SOS 


! 

'ik \| I 

S N9 

-j 

<1 

\] 

Available in 

Light Oak and Rosewood 



PVC Door 

From 


Fitted 



-L AREAS COVERED O I 384 234 I 70 

After 5pm O I 384 429 I 52 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 


REVIEWS 


Galileo driven by desire for knowledge 


A Life of Galileo, Birmingham Rep 

IAN McDiarmid gives a remarkable 
performance as the ageing Renais¬ 
sance scientist, Galileo Galilei, driven 
by a restless desire for knowledge in 
Mark Ravenhill’s translation of a Ber¬ 
tolt Brecht play. 

But I felt tension was lacking in 
the story of the 17th century Floren¬ 
tine scientist’s clash with the Roman 
Catholic Church, which insisted on 
suppressing his proof that the Earth 
orbits the Sun, rather than vice versa. 


Rep artistic director Roxanna Sil- 
bert’s production, first staged by the 
RSC at Stratford, crackles with energy 
and blurs the lines between now and 
then with a mix of modern and period 
costume. 

McDiarmid’s Galileo is so vain and 
addicted to earthly pleasures that, un¬ 
like his students, I didn’t feel surprise 
that he failed to resist the church’s 
demand that he recant. All the inqui¬ 
sition had to do was show him the in¬ 
struments of potential torture. 


Maybe it was not the honourable 
thing but I think most modern audi¬ 
ences would agree with his sensible 
ploy to save his skin and then carry on 
his research in secrecy. 

The old man’s pragmatic approach 
is summed up in the play’s best ex¬ 
change. When his disappointed stu¬ 
dent says ‘unhappy the land that has 
no heroes’, the wise scientist replies 
‘no, unhappy the land where heroes 
are needed.’ 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 



Brummie comic Jasper Carrott is in the Grand line-up 

Jasper joins Grand's 
star-studded season 


Joe has 
grown up 

Joe McElderry, 
Dudley Town Hall 

X FACTOR star Joe 
McElderry came to Dudley 
as part of his bid to reinvent 
his career. McElderry shot 
to fame aged 18 when he 
won X Factor in 2009. 

But after success finding 
his classical voice, he has 
taken his career on a more 
mature path. 

Now aged 22, McElderry 
has embarked on his new 
Set Your Soul Alive tour 
and his first performance 
at Dudley Town Hall. It 
is a showcase for his vocal 
talents which brought him 
acclaim on the reality show 
Popstar to Operastar. 

During his 90-minute 
show the audience was cap¬ 
tivated by a sweetly-sung 
version of Italian number E 
Penso A Te and the famous 
Nessun Dorma. 

He does an impromptu 
spot where he calls on the 
audience to play ‘Jukebox 
Joe’ and pick songs for him, 
including Over the Rainbow. 
Fans crowded in front of 
the stage for a finale includ¬ 
ing Don’t Stop Believing. 
McElderry is performing at 
Cannock Prince of Wales 
Centre on June 5. 

ALEX ROSS 


JASPER Carrott, Jane Mc¬ 
Donald and Derren Brown 
are among stars lined-up for 
later this year at Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand Theatre. 

The veteran Birmingham 
comic will appear at Wol¬ 
verhampton Grand Theatre 
on September 16 with his 
star-studded comedy show 
Stand up and Rock. 

Singer and former Loose 
Women panellist Jane Mc¬ 
Donald will follow up her 
sell-out 2011 UK tour with 
her one-woman concert 
show, The Singer of Your 
Song. The ex-cruise ship 


singer is at the Grand on 
September 17. 

Illusionist Derren Brown 
is also heading back to the 
Lichfield Street theatre with 
his new stage show Infa¬ 
mous, from May 5 to 10. 

Other productions include 
Happy Days The Musical 
starring former Sugababe 
Heidi Range from June 9 
to 14, Marc Bolan musical 
Twentieth Century Boy 
from June 30 to July 5 and 
Dirty Dancing between Sep¬ 
tember 23 and October 11. 

Call 01902 429212 or visit 
www.grandtheatre.co.uk 


Fairport 
fairly dull 

Fairport Convention 

Town Hall, Birmingham 

THERE is no real argu¬ 
ing with the view Fairport 
Convention are folk royalty. 
There music was seminal, 
groundbreaking and the 
band’s albums and line-ups 
have reached iconic status. 

So it’s dangerous ground 
to attempt to point out the 
emperor’s new clothes but 
their concert in the Second 
City was one of two halves. 
The first being pretty flat 
and lacklustre and the sec¬ 
ond less so. 

Their playing was fault¬ 
less because they have been 
doing tracks such as opener 
Jewel In the Crown for dec¬ 
ades. 

They treated the audience 
at a two thirds full town 
hall to tracks such as I’m Al¬ 
ready There from their Over 
The Next Hill album. They 
pulled out a new one called 
Home which was a ballad 
sung by founder member 
Simon Nicol. 

Individually every song 
was played expertly but as a 
whole there was something 
missing, there was no spark 
no real enthusiasm in what 
was, ultimately, a fairly run 
of the mill show. 

DANNY FARRAGHER 



USE YOUR LOFT! 


• Power Flushing from £250 + VAT based on a 
7 radiator system 

• Boiler Services £35 + VAT 

• Fire Services £35 + VAT 
. • Landlord Safety Checks from only £35 + VAT 

DEALS OF THE MONTH! 

Baxi Combi swap ‘A’ rated with 
7 years warranty only £1350 inc. VAT 

Worcester Combi swap ‘A’ rated with 
7 years warranty only £1650 inc. VAT 

Biasi Combi swap with 2 year warranty only 
£1100 inc. VAT 

Full Heating Pack with Worcester ‘A’ rated Boiler, 
fully fitted from just £2700 inc. VAT 

Full Heating Pack with Biasi ‘A’ rated Boiler, 
fully fitted from just £2400 

All packs have 7 Radiators and Thermostat Control 



Visit our Showroom: 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 

Office open: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm & Saturday 9 am-2 pm 

Tel: 01384 560856 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk info@gasteksolutions.co.uk 
Halesowen, West Midlands 



WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST 


Bison 


M 


SpeC tJstartin9^ 
time onW ^ 

.£24° 


Site 


Over 5,500 installations to date! 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

B tt 


theloft Jystairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 


Visiting 

Chiropodist 

HCPC Registered 

Mr Edward G Tudor 

MSSCh MBChA 

Telephone 

0121 - 550-9647 

Servicing Halesowen 
Rowley Regis, Cradiey and Oh 



Any Carpet Anywhere 
have been serving their 
customers in Halesowen for 
over 10 years now. They 
set out to provide a personal 
service and deliver the best 
prices available to the local 
community. They stock and 
sell a vast range of carpets 
and vinyl floor coverings to 
suit all tastes and budgets. 
As a family run enterprise 
this company provides 
exceptional service making 
them worthy of the title 
“Business Of Distinction”. 



• Free Quotes 

• Free Local Delivery 

• Free Measuring 

• Fitting Service available 


129 Coombs Road, Halesowen 
Call: 0121 561 4607 


■fi-Zee Fix- 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 

❖ 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

❖ 28mm Pilkington‘K’Units 

❖ Document L Compliant 

❖ Shoot Bolt Locking 

❖ Sight Line Glazing 

❖ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 



Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 



White 
light Oak 
Rosewood 
Woodgrain on White 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


IFENSAI 


Call 

NOW 

to promote 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 

in the 
Halesowen 
Chronicle 


Ask for 
Tracey 
Simkins 
on 

01384 

353258 
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NEWS 


E-cig battery 
explosion risk 

THEY are seen as an alternative to tobacco 
but West Midlands Fire Service is warn¬ 
ing people about exploding e-cigarettes. It 
comes after a second such explosion in the 
region in as many months. 

On both occasions firefighters say the 
lithium ion batteries blew apart because 
they were connected to chargers not pro¬ 
vided by the e-cigarette manufacturer. 

In the first incident, in a Birmingham of¬ 
fice, the device had been left on a desk to 
charge via a computer USB port. The owner 
was away from his desk when the battery 
sprayed its hot contents towards where he 
had been sitting only a few minutes earlier. 

A similar e-cigarette battery has since ex¬ 
ploded when it was left to charge in a house 
in Solihull. The resulting fire and smoke 
damaged much of the room and its con¬ 
tents. Three people had to flee the property. 


Benefits system stitched-up 
by former seamstress, 64 


A PENSIONER pocketed more than 
£35,000 in benefits — after hiding 
away £140,000 of savings. 

Janet Greenway collected a ‘small fortune’ 
in gifts and bequests from people who held her 
in high regard, Wolverhampton Crown Court 
heard. 

But then the retired seamstress stitched up 
the authorities by keeping the windfall secret, 
while continuing to collect housing and council 
tax relief that her wealth made her ineligible for. 

She also claimed pension credit and had 
picked up a total of £35,500 in eight years before 


her wrong-doing was uncovered by investigators, 
revealed Mr David Bennett, prosecuting. 

Mr Michael Brooks, defending 64-year-old 
Greenway, who walks with a stick, said the 
claims had not been fraudulent from the outset 
and revealed that she had repaid all the money. 

Prison 

He concluded: “She has learned her lesson and 
recognises that what she did was stupid.” 

Greenway, of Pippin Avenue, Halesowen, ad¬ 
mitted failing to notify the authorities of her 
change in circumstances and providing false 
documentation. 


The court heard she was of previous good char¬ 
acter. She was spared jail but Recorder Stephen 
Linehan told her: “What you did was not stupid. 
It was thoroughly dishonest and criminal. 

“The hundreds of thousands of pensioners 
who live on very little without resorting to fraud 
will be filled with a sense of outrage at your 
behaviour. Your conduct deserves a prison sen¬ 
tence but your lack of previous conviction, ill 
health and the fact you have repaid the money 
allows me to suspend the term.” 

Green way was given a one-year jail term sus¬ 
pended under supervision for two years and told 
to pay £340 costs. 


Cabbies get a 
road test pledge 

TAXI drivers have secured assurances from 
officials to end delays on council checks on 
their cabs. 

Around 500 members of Dudley Private 
Hire and Taxi Association handed in a peti¬ 
tion this week to voice their concerns. 

They say Dudley Council has a monopoly 
over roadworthiness checks on their vehicles 
but does not have enough capacity to cope 
with the volume of work that creates, with 
only one bay available at one time. 

Association chairman Shaz Saleemsays 
drivers are unable to have MOTs at the same 
time as the annual service so can often be 
forced off the road twice. 

Dudley Council is investing £165,000 in a 
new vehicle testing unit which will also pro¬ 
vide MOTs, based at Narrowboat Way. Mr 
Saleem says he has been assured two testing 
stations will be available at the new base. 


Brave boy is home 
after lifesaving op 



Brave Gaurav Bains is back at home after months in hospital 


HE has spent the past three months in isolation recovering 
from a bone marrow transplant that could have saved his 
life. But now two-year-old Gaurav Bains is back home with 
his family after becoming an inspiration to thousands. 

Little Guarav underwent the life-saving operation just 
before Christmas and has spent the weeks since locked 
away in his hospital room to give his immune system time 
to rebuild. It has been a rollercoaster of ups and downs 
for the brave young patient and his family but they are 
delighted that he is now back home in Tipton. 

Parents Sunny and Gurprit took it in turns to stay at 
their son’s bedside throughout his stay at Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital. Mr Bains, aged 31, said: “It’s brilliant, 
he’s back at home where he belongs. It’s especially good for 
Gaurav’s sister Kiran who has been missing him.” 

The Alexandra Road youngster has been discharged from 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital almost 12 weeks since he 
was admitted and 77 days after a stem cell transplant. Had 
he not received the transplant, to treat a rare condition 
called Monosomy 7 Syndrome, then it is likely he would 
have developed an aggressive form of childhood leukaemia. 


Region is boosted 
by export figures 


EXPORTS from the West 
Midlands hit a record high 
at the end of last year, un¬ 
derlining belief that recov¬ 
ery is now well under way in 
the region. 

In the last three months 
of 2013 the value of exports 
from the region hit a high 
of £7.5 billion,up by £887 
million. 

At the same time, new 
figures from HM Revenue 
& Customs show that the 
region saw the highest in¬ 
crease in exports in 2013 
in the UK. The region’s ex¬ 
port figures in 2013 totalled 


£26.9 billion, up £4.2b — or 
18.4 per cent — on the year 
before. 

Paul Noon, regional di¬ 
rector for the Government’s 
export agency UK Trade & 
Investment, said: “These 
are, once again, smashing 
figures for exports from the 
West Midlands. They cap- 
off a bumper year in 2013 
for exports, demonstrating 
sustained growth from com¬ 
panies across the region. 

“Exporting is in the DNA 
of companies in this region 
and is the heartbeat of the 
economic recovery. ” 



{^COMBINATION OFFER ifBUY ANY DINING GROUF^SAVE upto 50% 



ffifaa p&sw 


Julian Bowen 


, // 

W 

MARK WEBSTER DESIGNS 


Essentials 

COLLECTION \A/ 


MINERVA 


WILLIAM&SONS 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 

T. 01384 77444 
www.williamandsons.co.uk 


r WILLIAM 
& SONS 

BRIERLEY HILL 


* Complete dining groups co 


lx dining set (table & 4 chairs) & 



/ PRICE . 

OPENING TIMES: 

MATCH . 

Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 

PROMISE '• 

Saturday 10-6pm 

We’ll not be / 

•. beaten on Price! 

Sunday 11-5pm 

\ That’s our promise / 

*•.. to you! # .** 
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work starts 
soon on car 
park project 


Bid to boost bus route 


BUILDING work on a £3 
million extension to a busy 
railway station’s park and 
ride creating an extra 360 
spaces is set to start soon. 

The expansion of Rowley 
Regis’ car park was due to 
begin before Christmas but 
was delayed as engineers 
sought necessary approvals. 
Sandwell Council’s plan¬ 
ning committee approved 
the scheme, submitted by 
transport authority Centro, 
last year. 

It will see an increase in 
the Station Road car park to 
a total of 708 spaces. 

The extra parking space 
will be on disused land ad¬ 
joining the current car park, 
following the huge success 
of the park and ride system 
at the site. 

A spokesman for the 
transport authority said: 
“Construction work on 
Rowley Regis Park and Ride 
is due to start in spring this 
ye ar.” _ 

Business that 
attains goals 

GOALS Soccer Centres, 
which saw its income rise by 
four per cent to £33.7 mil¬ 
lion last year, is to expand 
its UK operation. 

The five-a-side football 
business, which has 43 cen¬ 
tres in the UK including one 
at Rowley Regis, also saw 
pre-tax profit rise by four 
per cent to £14.8m. 

Managing director Keith 
Rogers said a review of the 
business had led to a better 
performance. 


between major towns 


MORE than £650,000 is being spent on cut¬ 
ting congestion along one of Sandwell’s 
busiest bus routes with particular emphasis 
on the number four route which connects 
Blackheath with Walsall. 

Transport authority Centro is working with 
Sandwell Council to improve the route which is 
also used by passengers travelling to West Brom¬ 


wich town centre and 
Sandwell College. 

The move comes after 
more than £500,000 was 
spent on similar improve¬ 
ments to other bus routes in 
the Walsall area. 

Upgrades to nine junc¬ 
tions will be made including 
bus priority measures. 

Pedestrians will also see 
improved crossing facilities 
with five pelican crossings 
being replaced with puffin 
crossings. 

The money comes 
from Centro’s Govern¬ 
ment-funded Smart Net¬ 
work, Smarter Choices 
project. 

Councillor Judith Rowley, 
Centro cabinet member for 


by Heather Large 


fair, accessible and sustain¬ 
able transport, said: “These 
upgrades will really help 
ease the flow of traffic along 
these already busy routes 
and improve journeys for 
bus passengers, motorists 
and pedestrians.” 

Further work to improve 
walking and cycling routes 
will also be completed over 
the next 12 months. 

The news comes as a fur¬ 
ther boost to transport plans 
for residents in Blackheath, 
as Sandwell Council and the 
transport authority have 
already announced they are 
looking at ways to improve 
traffic flow around the town. 


Pilot project to boost jobs 

SANDWELL Council is working on a pilot scheme to boost 
young people’s employment opportunities called Job Junc¬ 
tion, which is an idea which originated in Burnley. The 
scheme would give careers advice and support at an earlier 
point in a child’s education, and may be trialled at St Mi¬ 
chael’s School in Rowley Regis and Tipton’s Ace Academy. 



Inspiring 
talk by the 
golden girl 

THE London 2012 Olympic 
slogan promised to ‘inspire 
a generation’ and that’s 
what Paralympic gold med¬ 
al winner Elbe Simmonds 
aimed for during a question 
and answer session with 
school pupils. 

The 19-year-old from 
Aldridge popped into St Mi¬ 
chael’s CE High School in 
Rowley Regis to answer a 
host of questions from pu¬ 
pils. It is hoped the initiative 
will inspire the year eight 
children to achieve not just 
in sport but also at school 
and other areas. 

The visit was organised 
as the school’s head of RE is 
a family friend of the four¬ 
time Paralympic swimming 
champion. 

Elbe spoke about swim¬ 
ming, training and how it 
felt to win a gold medal. She 
added: “I still did my GCSEs 
and passed them. Education 
is really important still, I’m 
trying to get my A Levels at 
the moment.” 


I 


New homes 
are likely to 
replace firm 

PLANS for more than 200 
homes on the site of a haul¬ 
age firm’s former base in 
Rowley Regis have taken a 
step forward. 

The site in Doulton Road 
is currently home to French 
logistics firm Norbert Den- 
tressangle. But proposals to 
build homes and apartments 
on the land were supported 
by members of Sandwell 
Council’s planning commit¬ 
tee. 

The scheme will now have 
to go before the full council 
for a final decision to be 
made. 

It comes after bosses at 
the firm announced in Au¬ 
gust last year that they 
would be relocating its busi¬ 
ness to the East Midlands, 
with the loss of 140 jobs. 
Workers have been given 
the chance to transfer to the 
new site. The firm is expect¬ 
ing to have fully vacated the 
site by May. 

Steve's year 
of getting fit 

THE very first customer at 
a new leisure centre in the 
Black Country has man¬ 
aged to lose three stone 
within the first year of it 
being open. 

Steve Cartledge, 50, of 
Carnegie Road, Rowley 
Regis, has been using Port¬ 
way Lifestyle Centre in Old¬ 
bury between eight and ten 
times a week since it opened 
and has gone from weighing 
15 stone 21bs to 11 stone 11 
lbs. 



JOHN i: HARRIS 


BucKnTiFHnMtBraooMCENn 



^ Stockists of 

Sherborne 

Upholstery 

Unbeatable prices on 
3 piece suites, high seated 
chairs ‘Lift and Rise’ recliners 




Safely access your loft! 



FULLY FITTED FROM 



We provide a convenient and 
safe way to access 
your loft. 

Each ladder has a 10 year parts 
guarantee and can be installed 
in approx 2-3 hours. 

We offer a loft boarding service 
if required at an 
additional cost. 

PHONE TO ARRANGE A FREE 
QUOTE. 


Manufactured to ISO 9002 Standard 


Telephone: 01952 282152 
Mobile: 07817 431505 

T he Local Dis tributor St Installer for *• <T J ^ 

For more information visit: 

www.stira. co. uk 


c j)Ze&eccci/& Ulout-ets/ 



Mothers Day Bouquets | Floral Arrangements 


• Flowers for all occasions 


‘For Happy Days & Sad Days ’ A 


• Delivery service available 


• Freelance Florist 






Stuart & Neil 
Hodgkins 

WATCH REPAIRERS, 
JEWELLERS & ENGRAVERS 
IDEAL FOR WEDDING GIFTS 
151 HIGH STREET, 
BLACKHEATH B65 OEA 

(Next to the new library) 

TELEPHONE: 

0121 559 7156 
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NEWS 


Woman dies weeks after 
fall fractured her 


MP supports 
move by firm 

BOSSES at a soft furnishings arriving in 
Dudley have been welcomed by an ME 

Miss Daisy Manufacturing moved to 
Netherton from Sandwell in January, tak¬ 
ing over a derelict tool-making site. The 
company, which manufacturers pillows, 
cushions, bedding and other soft furnish¬ 
ings, employs 25and is hoping to expand. 

Dudley South MP Chris Kelly said:“I 
was delighted to hear from founders Sean 
and Bev Smith that they have ambitious 
plans to increase employment on their new 
site as they win more orders from UK re¬ 
tailers. I have also written to the Secretary 
of State for Business, Innovation and Skills 
to highlight the good work of this company. 

“It’s great to see first-hand more evidence 
of the revival in UK manufacturing and the 
important role being played by Dudley and 
the Black Country.” 


A 74-YEAR-OLD woman died from a 
blood clot weeks after falling down 
a step at a hotel and fracturing her 
kneecap, an inquest heard. 

Rhona Homer was staying at the Oakleigh 
Guest House in Stourport on September 1, 2012 
when she tumbled down a small step in a corri¬ 
dor, Dudley Coroner’s Court was told. 

The 74-year-old, of Park Lane, Halesowen, 
was taken to Dudley’s Russells Hall Hospital by 
her family. A cast was put on her knee and she 
was given blood thinning medication as a pre¬ 
caution due to her age and restricted mobility. 


She was discharged from hospital and was able 
to put weight on her leg with the aid of a frame. 
But the retired wages clerk collapsed suddenly 
at her home on September 23. Mrs Homer died 
at Russells Hall Hospital the same day. 

Her family told the inquest the step she had 
fallen down was along an unlit corridor and was 
not clearly marked. 

Senior Black Country coroner Mr Robin Bal¬ 
main said he would be contacting the Health 
and Safety Executive to ensure action had been 
taken at the hotel. 

Mrs Homer’s daughter, Angela, said: “There 
was a lamp at one end of the corridor but it was 


kneecap 

not lit. Nor was there a yellow strip marking it 
out.” 

She added: “She did not seem poorly even 
before her death. We had just eaten and were 
actually discussing what to put on the shopping 
list for that week. My mother left the room and 
we heard a bump. She had collapsed.” 

She carried out CPR on her mother until the 
paramedics arrived. 

Mr Balmain said the medical cause of Mrs 
Homer’s death had been a pumonary embolism, 
a blood clot preventing her lungs from working 
properly. He recorded a conclusion of accidents 
death. 


Lights to go off 
after midnight 

A SENIOR Dudley councillor has defended 
his cash-strapped authority’s plan to turn 
off street lights to save money. 

The council is planning to turn off lights 
after midnight, potentially plunging areas 
into darkness, from 2016 onwards. They 
hope it makes little difference as most peo¬ 
ple are in bed between midnight and 5am. 

Dudley transport boss Councillor Khur- 
shid Ahmed, aid: “We have put forward a 
proposal to save £100,000 in 2016/17 by 
switching off some of the street lighting 
in quieter areas. We are facing significant 
reductions in funding from central govern¬ 
ment with unprecedented savings needing 
to be made locally. However, we are also 
investing heavily in new technology to help 
improve our street lighting. Rest assured, 
we will regularly monitor areas affected and 
people’s safety will remain our top priority.” 



Pc Tracey Jones with some of the cannabis plants found in an industrial unit at Brierley Hill 


POLICE seized 1,000 cannabis plants in a 
raid on a warehouse in Brierley Hill as the 
gang who had been growing it escaped over 
a 20ft wall into a canal. 

As officers burst in through the front 
door, those who had been cultivating the 
crop on an industrial estate off Brettell 
Lane, fled out of the back. 

Chopsticks 

In their rush, they left behind a laptop 
computer, their mobile phones and dropped 
their chopsticks, leaving a half-eaten bowls 
of rice and fish stew. 

The alarm was raised after the landlord 
of the leased warehouse in Meeting Lane, 
on the Canalside trading estate, realised 
that his building was being used to grow 
cannabis. 

There was a pungent smell and wooden 
frames had been erected, covered with 


plastic sheeting to create a series of rooms 
where a hydroponics system had been set 
up, powered by an illegal spur into the elec¬ 
tricity supply 

A ‘nursery’ room contained around 500 
saplings and two other rooms each held 
around 250 larger plants, nearly ready to 
sold as cannabis. 

Pc Matt Barnsley, of Stourbridge Police, 
said: “It’s a big, professional set-up, with at 
least 15 rooms.” 

Pc Tracey Jones, also based in Stour¬ 
bridge, said: “We searched every room but 
they must have heard sirens and left sharp¬ 
ish. 

“The only way out would have been into 
the backyard and over the fence into the 
canal — so they must have got wet.” 

The plants will be destroyed by the police 
Cannabis Disposal Team and the value of 
the drugs will be assessed. 

New name 
and jobs 

A PUB is undergoing a 
name change and a revamp 
creating up to 10 jobs. 

The Old Bush in King- 
swinford is closing while 
£325,000 is spend on trans¬ 
forming the pub, which will 
re-open towards the end of 
April as theHinksford Arms. 

New leaseholder restau¬ 
rateur Brett Holden and 
owners Punch Taverns will 
provide new facilities and 
new jobs at the pub in Swin¬ 
don Road. A recruitment 
day is being on Sunday. 
Contact Stourbridge Job 
Centre on 0845 604 3719. 


£l88k consultants' 
bill ‘value for money 

THE £188,000 bill for consultants to help recruit police 
staff is ‘value for money’, according to the West Midlands 
police chief. The force is bringing in recruitment agents 
TMP to deal with applications for 450 jobs. 

The move will bring to an end a five-year recruitment 
freeze. More than 15,000 people have expressed an inter¬ 
est in applying for the jobs and TMP will whittle that field 
down before candidates face an interview and checks. 

Chief Constable Chris Sims said human resources staff 
had been lost over the previous five years as it made no 
sense to retain them while no recruitment was being car¬ 
ried out. He said the cost of consultants was better value 
than replacing staff on a permanent basis, as this recruit¬ 
ment drive was anticipated to be short-lived. He added: 
“This spending on external providers is absolutely value 
for money. It would cost us an awful lot more if we were 
not employing these consultants.” 



SUMMERHILL 

Bathrooms x4 


Trust the experts.. * 

www.summerhiUbathrooms.co.uk 

Trade Enquiries Welcome 


0 


FULLY FITTED 
BATHROOMS 
FROM UTOPIA 
OR MONTROSE 

Qualify for our 
FREE POTTERY OFFER 


‘DESIGN SERVICE 
AND 3 YEAR 
GUARANTEED 
INSTALLATION’ 


DUDLEY 2-7 BRADLEY STREET PENSNETT DY5 4RJ 01384 263626 


OPEN 7 DAYS 9AM-6PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY 


LATE TIL 8’ FRIDAY 11AM - 4PM SUNDAY 
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star ★extraTRAVEL 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the 
Express & Star, offers a wide range of short breaks and holidays. 
For your security, our tour operators are members of ABTA - the 
Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air Travel Organisers 
Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless other¬ 
wise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take 
bookings over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages 


For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


for full description plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to 
availability. Coach pick up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the exception of 
holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 



Longleat Safari 
and Adventure Park 


Two days departing June 13 and October 11 



PRICE FROM 


£119* 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight half-board accommodation 

•Day ticket to Longleat Safari and Adventure Park 

•Visit to Bath 

•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


*Child price from £109 - conditions apply 
Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


London 

Weekend Break 


Two days departing May 10 and August 2 



PRICE FROM 


£149. 95 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight bed and English breakfast at the four-star 
Radisson Blu Edwardian, Grafton hotel 
•Lots of free time in London 
•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 
•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Short breaks (ABTA Y5914) 


Chelsea Flower 
Show and Windsor 


Two days departing May 23 



PRICE FROM 


£179. 95 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show 
•Visit to Windsor 

•Services of coach driver/tour representative 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


Haworth 1940’s 
Weekend 

Two days departing May 17 


Andre Rieu 

and the Johann Strauss 
Orchestra in London 

Two days departing December 19 and 20 


Afternoon Tea 
at The Ritz 

Two days departing June 15, August 10 


Emmerdale and the 
Best of Yorkshire 

Three days departing 

May 9, June 27, September 19 



PRICE FROM 


£89. 95 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Visits to York and Haworth 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£185 


•Return coach travel 

•Return transfers between the hotel and Wembley Arena 
•Overnight bed and breakfast acommodation at a 
greater London hotel 

•Seated ticket to see Andre Rieu and the Johann 
Strauss Orchestra at Wembley Arena (upgrades offered) 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 



PRICE FROM 


£199 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 
•Afternoon tea at The Ritz 
•Tour manager escort to The Ritz 
•Visit to Fortnum & Mason and Harrods 
•Glass of Champagne at the Champagne Bar, 

St Pancras 
•Free time in London 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 



PRICE FROM 


£139 


•Return coach travel 
•Two nights half-board accommodation 
•Tours of Emmerdale country, Last of the Summer Wine 
country and the Yorkshire Dales 
•Visit to York 

•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availabiity - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


London Theatre 
by coach 


Two days selected weekend departure dates 



X 


PRICE FROM 


£139. 95 


London is the natural home of theatre and the musical is King in 
the capital’s world-famous West End. British musicals that prove 
a runaway success here often go on to triumph on Broadway and 
around the globe. 

The winning combination of engaging writing, captivating stage 
design and commanding performance has enabled London 
theatres to achieve box office smashes time and time again. 
And it’s the songs that make people return to the capital a 
number of times and some of the most well-known tunes 
have become part of the national canvas. 

There are two options travelling by coach from which to 
choose, Saturday Night Theatre or Dine and Dance. 

The Saturday Night Theatre break, from £139.95, includes a 
ticket for the evening show whereas the Dine and Dance option 
starts from £149.95, and includes an evening meal with an 
after-dinner disco. The ticket for this break is for the matinee 
performance. 

Both trips include return coach travel, a choice of theatre ticket 
from an extensive list of shows, overnight bed and breakfast 
accommodation in an outer-London four-star hotel, along with 
some free time in the capital for shopping or sightseeing. 

Pick-ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

The from price and price bands vary for each show - see 
brochure/web page for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 



Royal Ascot is a national institution and the premier 
sporting and social event in the summer calendar. 


Although the whole week of Royal Ascot is a fashion show like no 
other it’s Thursday when the designer creations and millinery 
masterprices are at their best and the elegance of the ladies 
outfits is matched only by the flair of their hats. 


This day trip starts off with a brunch-time full English breakfast 
and a glass of sparking wine at a hotel en route to the race¬ 
course, arriving in good time to enjoy the pre-race atmosphere 
and facilities. 


A ticket is included for the Silver Ring enclosure where there are 
lots of bars, food outlets, big screen tv’s, live musical 
entertainment, seating, lawned areas and lots of places to put a 
bet on (an upgrade to a Grandstand admission ticket is offered 
for a £45 supplement). 


Royal Ascot 
on Ladies Day 

Day trip departing June 19 


PRICE FROM 


£89. 95 


The Royal procession starts each day’s action at around 
2pm followed by top class thoroughbreds and world- 
famous jockeys competing in six races. One of the most 
celebrated events is the legendary Gold Cup, a battle of 
stamina and determination over two miles and four 
furlongs with one of the most sought after prizes in 
flat racing. 

A two-day trip to Ladies day at Royal Ascot is offered 
by Diamond Holidays departing on June 18. This is 
priced from £139 per person and includes return 
coach travel, entrance to the Silver Ring, overnight 
half-board accommodation and a visit to Windsor. 


INFO 

•Return coach travel 

’spa^gZe" ^ br9akfast with a <*» « 

# offered)° n ’ be s ^ er R ' n 9 enclosure (upgrade 
•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 
Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 
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NO ROGUE 

plumbers 


- ltd - 

A rated, market-leading boiler 
supplied and fitted only 


£1,500 - guaranteed 


No Rogue Plumbers offer a friendly and professional heating and 
plumbing service within the West Midlands area. Providing an 
extensive range of services, No Rogue Plumbers pride themselves 
on their ability to deliver a speedy and professional service at 
extremely competitive fixed prices - and that's a promise. 


Full Central 
Heating System 

including A rated, Valliant or 
Worcester combination boiler, 
7 radiators, room thermostat, 
pipework and installation only 

£2,500. 

Rainfall Shower 
Supplied & Fitted 

High quality, superior finish, chic 
rainfall shower - with 8in static 
head (choice of round or square 
design) and handheld shower - 
complete for an amazing 

0800 073 0475 - Call Today 

No Rogue Plumbers guarantee that the price we quote is the price you pay! 
Visit our website for further fantastic deals and for full terms and conditions. 

No Rogue Plumbers are available 

6:00 am to 9:00 pm - 7 days a week 

Across Birmingham and the West Midlands, 
for all heating, plumbing and electrical 
repairs and services 






www.norogueplumbers.co.uk 

Why Choose Us 

EXPERIENCE | BACKGROUND | RELIABILITY | PRICE 
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NEWS 

in brief 


Long sentences 
deter gun crime 

CRIMINALS have been 
put off carrying guns by 
the combined 124 year jail 
sentences handed to six 
gang members who shot at 
the West Midlands Police 
helicopter and officers. 

Jail terms imposed on six 
gang members involved in 
the incident at the Barton 
Arms pub during the 2011 
riots have deterred crimi¬ 
nals carrying firearms, ac¬ 
cording to the force. 

Deputy police and crime 
commissioner Council¬ 
lor Yvonne Mosquito told 
the Strategic Policing and 
Crime Panel: “It’s now not 
popular for young people to 
join gangs like the Burger 
Bar Crew the B5 gang or 
the Johnson Crew. Whilst 
at the time I felt strongly 
that those sentences were 
long, it has had an impact 
on the community. ” 

Hosts are sought 
for the big gigs 

A SUMMER of free mu¬ 
sic concerts has been an¬ 
nounced with venues in 
the West Midlands set to 
host a series of gigs. 

Communities across the 
Black Country are being 
given the chance to apply 
for grants to host an event. 
Venues last year included 
Baggeridge Country Park. 

The concerts are free and 
add up to England’s largest 
summer community music 
festival, according to Com¬ 
munities Minister Stephen 
Williams. 

They take place between 
July 11 and 13 with grants 
and support available for 
event organisers. To apply 
visit the www.ourbig gig. 
co.uk website. 


Anger over scrap dealers 
finding cash ban loophole 


MPS are furious that some scrap metal deal¬ 
ers have found a way around a ban on cash 
payments. 

There have been dealers advertising cash for scrap metal 
‘like the good old days’ before the ban became law in 2012. 

The law was extended to all metal dealers in December 
last year and means they must pay for metal with a cheque 
or by electronic transfer, so payments can be traced. 


But some are registered as 
cheque cashing businesses 
meaning they can legally 
pay by cheque then cash it 
before the person bringing 
the metal leaves the site. 

Trail 

It still provides a paper 
trail but MPs are concerned 
it is a way of getting around 
the cash ban, that was 
brought in to try to curb 
metal theft. 

Gavin Williamson, MP for 
South Staffordshire, sought 
advice from a minister after 
seeing an advert by Wol- 
verhampton’sMoore Street 
Metals, which offered to 
weigh scrap, pay by cheque, 
then cash it, saying ‘leave 
with the cash, just like the 
good old days’. 

The company is not doing 
anything illegal. 

Home Office minister 
Norman Baker told Mr 
Williamson that the law al¬ 
lows for businesses to cash 
cheques as long as they 
are registered with HM 
Revenue and Customs as 
a ‘money service business’ 
and comply with Money 
Laundering Regulations. 
Under the rules, a scrap 


B by Dan Wainwright 

dealer has to issue a cheque 
to a named person and the 
cheque must be cashed by a 
third party. 

Moore Street Metals said 
it works with a third party, 
Cheque Exchange. Peter 
Chinn, partner at Moore 
Street Metals, said: “We be¬ 
came an agent of theirs and 
go through their procedures. 
It’s all done through HMRC 
and all the records are kept 
on computer.” 

Dudley South MP Chris 
Kelly, who founded a cross¬ 
party group of MPs to tackle 
metal theft, said: “The in¬ 
tent of the law was clear. 
The minister is aware that 
there are some firms seek¬ 
ing ways around the law.” 

West Bromwich East MP 
Tom Watson, who has also 
campaigned on metal theft, 
added: “This is an attempt 
to find a loophole in a new 
law. 

“It won’t be like the bad 
old days because there will 
now be some form of intel¬ 
ligence trail. But it shows 
how desperate some people 
are after we tightened the 
law.” 


Minister checks passenger safety 



Home Secretary Theresa May with James Morris MP and Inspector Tim Draper at Halesowen Bus Station 


THE stabbing of schoolgirl Christina 
Edkins was labelled a ‘tragedy’ on the 
anniversary of her death by the Home 
Secretary. 

On Thursday Theresa May visited 
Halesowen, where the 16-year-old 
was a pupil at Leasowes School, and 
spoke with local MP James Morris and 
Safer Travel Partnership police at the 
town’s bus station. 

The visit occurred on the anniver¬ 
sary by coincidence as Mrs May had 
been planning to visit Conservative 
MP for Halesowen and Rowley Regis 
for some time. 


Christina was stabbed to death on 
a bus by paranoid schizophrenic Phil¬ 
lip Simelane a year ago. A memorial 
service was held this week at Birming¬ 
ham Cathedral (see page 3). 

Mr Morris has been calling for im¬ 
mediate prison sentences to be given 
to people caught carrying knives. 

Mrs May did not make any prom¬ 
ises, but said the Government had 
been looking at the issue. 

“We have toughened up on the issue 
of knives.,” she said. “We see, sadly, 
too many young people losing their 
lives as a result of knife crime. But we 


have been looking at the presumption 
that someone should go to prison if 
there are aspects of knife crime and I 
think there’s a number of things this 
tragic incident raises. 

“It raises the question of people 
coming out of prison, the question of 
re-offending, of interaction with men¬ 
tal health issues and also obviously, 
earlier on, I was with an inspector 
looking at the issues around the trans¬ 
port network. 

“I was really interested to hear the 
good work being done here in relation 
to transport to provide reassurance.” 


Old Rep 
could be 
run by an 
academy 

A SCHOOL may be about 
to breathe new life into an 
historic city theatre. 

Birmingham City Council 
has been looking for a new 
firm to operate the 101-year- 
old Old Rep. 

Cabinet members will be 
asked to approve propos¬ 
als to sub-let the building 
to Birmingham Ormiston 
Academy for five years. The 
383-seat theatre, in Sta¬ 
tion Streete, was built in 
1913 and was home to the 
Birmingham Repertory 
Company, led by Sir Barry 
Jackson. 


Option 

The Old Rep has been 
home to Birmingham Stage 
Company since 1992 and a 
long-standing venue for am¬ 
ateur theatre companies. 

Following a two month 
tender process, Birming¬ 
ham Ormiston Academy 
would have the option to 
extend until March 2024. 
The building is owned by 
The Vyse Trust so any 
transfer remains subject to 
the landlord’s permission. 
The Grade II listed theatre 
stages an annual average of 
237 performances, attended 
by 55,000 people. 

Councillor Ian Ward, dep¬ 
uty leader of Birmingham 
City Council, said: “I am 
delighted that Birmingham 
Ormiston Academy, which 
specialises in creative, dig¬ 
ital and performing arts 
for 14 to 19 year olds, has 
stepped up to the mark. 

“The Old Rep is an ideal 
place for young people to de¬ 
velop theatrical skills.” 


Local Weekly 
Newspapers 

With You 
All The Way 






E localweeklies ^ @localweeklies wwwelocalweeklynewspaperSeOOeUk: 
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Turn the Black Country 
into Greater Birmingham 


NEWS 


Image of man linked 
to sex attack on bus 



Police want to speak to this man following an attack on a 
woman travelling on a bus from Halesowen to West Bromwich 

A MAN is being sought by police after a young woman was 
sexually assaulted on a bus. 

CCTV images have been released by officers investigating 
the attack on the 17-year-old, which took place last year. 

The man pictured is described as black, with a chubby 
build, and in his late 20s. 

He is believed to be about 5ft lin with short, cropped 
afro hair and was last seen wearing a grey hooded top and 
oval-shaped mirrored sunglasses. 

The victim was assaulted as she travelled on the 4H from 
Halesowen to West Bromwich between 5.15 and 5.30pm on 
October 8. 

Detective Sergeant Emma Holder from the Safer Travel 
Team said: “This was an unprovoked assault against a 
young woman. She has been unable to use the service again 
through fear of being further assaulted. 

“We are anxious to identify and trace this male and urge 
people who may recognise him or see him on the bus service 
to contact the Safer Travel Team on 101.” 

Many smokers 
still struggle 
to kick the habit 


SMOKERS in the Midlands 
are struggling to kick the 
habit according to new fig¬ 
ures which show the Black 
Country is one of Britain’s 
smoking hotspots. 

The British Heart Foun¬ 
dation says the highest 
number of smokers in the 
region is in Sandwell where 
25 per cent of residents still 
light up. 

Walsall and Wolverhamp¬ 
ton were also found to have 
high smoking rates at 24 per 
cent, compared to a national 
average of 20 per cent. 

Dudley and Birmingham 
fared slightly better, but 
were still above average at 
22 per cent, while in Wyre 
Forest the figure was 20 per 
cent. 

The figures have been 


released to coincide with to¬ 
day’s No Smoking Day. 

To mark No Smoking 
Day, events are being held 
across the country. 

Marketing officer Joy 
Boyes said of the 5,000 peo¬ 
ple who had approached 
Dudley Public Health for 
help to quit smoking during 
the past year, 2,476 had suc¬ 
cessfully given up, making 
it the most successful pub¬ 
lic health body in the West 
Midlands. 

The first No Smoking 
Day, organised by the Brit¬ 
ish Heart Foundation, was 
held in March, 1984, and the 
charity says the event has 
helped more than 1.5 mil¬ 
lion people give up tobacco 
since then. 


THE BLACK Country should 
be absorbed into a Greater 
Birmingham region to help it 
win major investment, says 
the boss of John Lewis. 

Andy Street, managing director 
of the department store chain and 
chairman of the Greater Birming¬ 
ham and Solihull Local Enter¬ 
prise Partnership, says it would 
make the West Midlands more 
competitive. 

His plan comes as the LEP, made up 
of business and council leaders, has set 
out plans to bid for a share of a £1 bil¬ 
lion government fund. 

Mr Street wants the four Black 
Country boroughs, Wolverhampton, 
Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall, to be 
part of a new ‘city region’, similar to 
Greater Manchester. 

They would still have their own 
councils but would help Birmingham 


| Report by Daniel Wainwright 

keep its reputation as the country’s 
‘second city’ after London — a title 
that is coveted by Manchester. 

“Greater Birmingham does not wish 
to be ‘second’ in anything.” Mr Street 
said. “Instead we wish to play, and be 
recognised for, our role as a compet¬ 
itive UK city-region on a worldwide 
basis. 

Dreams 

“And that’s not just dreams. Our re¬ 
gional economy was hurt at the onset 
of the recession, but we are emerging 
more strongly than elsewhere, and 
steadily a new industrial and commer¬ 
cial powerhouse is taking shape.” 

The idea has been backed by Mike 
Wright, executive director of Jaguar 
Land Rover, which has invested heav¬ 
ily in the West Midlands, including a 
£500 million engine plant at the i54 
business park near Wolverhampton. 


He said: “Greater Birmingham is at 
the very heart of Jaguar Land Rover’s 
global business. We design and engi¬ 
neer all of our vehicles here, and from 
our manufacturing plants at Solihull 
and Castle Bromwich we export to 
more than 170 markets worldwide. 

“The region boasts a hi-tech supply 
chain and world-class research and 
development expertise. Today’s car in¬ 
dustry is led by advanced engineering, 
design and technology and the West 
Midlands is at the very centre of UK 
and global automotive research. 

“The greatest opportunity for the 
Greater Birmingham is that we grasp 
the chance to become, once again, a 
world-class centre for engineering, 
for research and development, and for 
manufacturing excellence.” 

Birmingham LEP has asked the 
Government to let it create a ‘growth 
hub’, to encourage 500 advanced man¬ 
ufacturing businesses to double their 
expansion plans over four years. 


Training starts 
for the new 
paramedics 


WEST Midlands Ambulance 
Service has offered places 
for 137 people to become 
student paramedics. 

A total of 1,100 people 
applied for the role and 
another 90 candidates are 
still completing final assess¬ 
ments. 

The trust will be re-open¬ 
ing the chance to apply later 
this year when it will be 
looking to recruit a further 
70 student paramedics to 
increase its total number to 
280. 

Recruitment advisor Lou¬ 
ise Harris said: “We were 
overwhelmed by the amaz¬ 
ing response to the original 
advert. What was really 
pleasing was that we had ap¬ 
plications from right across 
the region and from every 
community within it. 

“As a service that goes out 
to every community, it is re¬ 


ally important that we get 
applicants who represent 
the people we serve.” 

The first group of 33 suc¬ 
cessful applicants will start 
their careers with the am¬ 
bulance service on April 22. 

Over the next 30 months, 
they will develop their clin¬ 
ical skills, learn to drive 
using blue lights and sirens 
and gain invaluable experi¬ 
ence learning people skills, 
so that they can treat pa¬ 
tients in their hours of need. 

Ms Harris said: “We are 
very proud that the pass 
rate for the student para¬ 
medics is about 95 per cent, 
which is down to a lot of 
hard work on the part of 
the students and paramedic 
tutors, but also an extensive 
support network provided 
by the trust such as the 
mentors the individuals will 
be working with.” 
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Here s how to use your dating service 


1 


'll'!! it 


You’ll 


love it! 


YOUR local dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


To place your advert call: 

0844 887 2293 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first 
name, date of birth, area and your 
advert (max 155 characters) and send to 
80098 FREE (Standard Network rates apply) 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


To Reply to members from your mobile call 68118 

calls cost £1.50 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY26 (leave a space) the six-digit box number 
(leave a space) and then enter your message & send to 80098 
eg: REPLY 26 123456 hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message (Max 160 
characters). You must exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for yr safety and security. 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

PLUS you can also listen to other 
members greetings on this number. 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users with real E-Mail contact waiting to meet you.. http://dating.expressandstar.com 


TEXT IN NOW AND CHAT TO LOCAL NICKY bubbly curvy fun blonde, varied 
PEOPLE. SEND: CHAT26 TO : 80098 interests, enjoys meals out, holidays, 
(T&CS BELOW) seeking N/S male with GSOH for possible 

Itr. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 4104791 
KAREN 32 a hardworking petite blonde, 
enjoys nights out, music, etc, WLTM for 
more than just friendship with similar 
chilled, kind, easy going guy. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410461 | 


Women seeking men 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network ex¬ 
tras. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage sent. 


FEMALE 65, attractive, much younger 
looking, slim but curvy 5ft 2ins, blonde, 
seeks younger man. Loves animals and 
cosy nights in. Text Only Mailbox Box 
No:4319200 

PAULINE attractive divorced female with 
no ties, employed with my own home, likes 
nights in/out, lots of tic to give to the right 
person, call me for a chat, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 4110391 
SARAH, married lady seeks discreet no 
strings fun with gent. ACA. Tel No: 0905 
002 1949 Box 408291 
JEN attractive sensual petite blonde with 
OHAC seeks confident fit professional 
male to enjoy and share good times, if 
that's you pis get in touch. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410949 0 
ARE you dark or bald, with hairy chest, 
well built, educated, verbal, articulate dom 
or sub, broadminded and ready to be put 
in your place? Curious to find out more? 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410637| 

ANNA, busty mature lady seeks no strings 
discreet meetings with male any age or 
location. Tel No: 0905 002 1956 Box 
366019 

29YR old black beautiful busty tall loving 
very sensual lady, likes football, making 
friends, seeking genuine white male for 
enjoyable loving relationship. Pis no time 
wasters. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410577| 

YOUNG early 40's female, GSOH, kind, 
caring, considerate, seeks male for 
friendship, possible romance. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 4108471 
ADVENTUROUS attractive lady seeks no 
strings casual times with discreet gent. 
Tel: No. 0905 002 1957 Box 409991 
CAROL 38 attractive romantic not looking 
for fairy tales just happy endings, seeking 
lovely male to put the sparkle back into my 
life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410721 | 

CLAIRE voluptuous tall feminine attractive 
lady who loves good company, fine 
wine/food, travel, WLTM tall professional 
for romance dates and hopeful Itr. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 4106271 
SAM, 35yrs, own business, sexy, loves 
dressing up and married, seeks discreet 
man for casual meetings. Can travel 
anywhere. ACA. Tel No: 0905 002 1961 
Box 408297 

LORRAINE 5ft 9ins, slim, 57, nurse, 
looking for someone to look after me. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 410543 
MICHELLE 37, looking for laughter fun 
and romance with the right guy, if you 
could be him and have nothing to loose 
call me for a chat. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 410415 | 

TAYLOR 21 black beautiful classy 
intelligent, loves to have lots of fun and 
enjoy life to the full, seeking mature guy to 
make me happy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 409911 | 

WENDY 50, blue eyes, 5ft 7ins, likes 
music, meals out, seeks white male, 45-55 
with similar interests and GSOH for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 


LIZ 5ft 7ins, attractive, outgoing, likes 
walks, dogs, cooking, seeks male for fun 
and friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 410395 

ZOE 25 long haired sensual female, very 
naughty, broadminded and open, looking 
for similar fun guy for uncomplicated adult 
meets. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
409719| 

JANE attractive, feminine open-minded 
mature female genuinely looking for adult 
fun. No time wasters please. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 4097151 
JILL 50, attractive, 5ft, blonde, own home, 
no ties, likes films, reading, travel, music, 
good social circle, seeking that someone 
special. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410105| 

ATTRACTIVE professional lady, 56, 
enjoys country walks, meals out, seeks 
professional gent with GSOH to enjoy the 
good things in life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 409895 

ELAINE attractive 39yr old blonde single 
mum seeking respectful male/dad with 
similar interests for adult friendship, 
hopefully leading to love. Looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 410117 0 

DONNA 27yrs blue eyed blonde with cute 
dimpled smile, loves socialising but 
looking for that special someone with 
GSOH to cuddle up with, enjoy fun/good 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4097331 

ABI creative free spirited lady enjoys 
drama, photography, music, WLTM well- 
spoken patient, independent 
non-judgmental man. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 409723 | 

PLACE YOUR AD BY TEXT 


HI I'm Jo, first timer, newly divorced perfect 
size 10, blonde, attractive, tactile and 
looking to fall in love again. Age 
unimportant, dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 4090891 
SUSIE 32yr old nurse who likes cosy 
nights in with a good bottle of wine and 
spending quality times with great 
company, if you feel the same pis get in 
touch. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 

4088771 

BABS 27yrs slender with dark haired 
passionate Italian who loves to dance, eat 
out, looking for nice n/s male to spend 
quality adult time with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407943 0 
BUBBLY 60 plus lady, slim, fair hair, comfy 
in jeans and leather jacket, seeks similar 
male for friendship etc. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 408859 m 

JOANNA 34, in need of tic, wining, dining 
being treated like the princess 1 am, ^ m 
looking for sugar daddy, that someone 
special to love me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 4088691 

MARIA gorgeous outgoing bbw 27, good 
fun, caring, romantic, looking for that 
special someone to share life with. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 408733 0 
KIM attractive single lady new to area 
looking for meet new friends and maybe a 
new love interest. I have many hobbies 
and am interesting to know, pis call me. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


ATTRACTIVE female, young 49, 5ft 7ins, 
blonde hair, blue eyes, slim, genuine, 
loyal, easygoing, GSOH, seeks tall, 
handsome male, 40-50 for fun times, 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 406135 
LITTLE bit nice and definitely a little bit 
naughty! Imaginative curvy blonde seeks 
male for kisses and cuddles. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 363428 
62YR old female, widowed, small, slim, 
attractive, kind, outgoing, likes meals out, 
dancing, holidays, nights in, seeking 
professional gent. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 394106 

CAROL 36, looking for older experienced 
gent 50-70yrs for fun times only, discretion 
assured and expected. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 401853 | 



f®P? 


Let them know 
you might be 
interested 
by sending them 

a WINK ... 


SIMPLY TEXT: REG 

followed by your 
FIRST NAME, 
80098 DATE of BIRTH, 
send AREA and 

YOUR ADVERT 
(max 155 characters) 

and SEND to 80098 


73YR old Hereford lady, GSOH, young at 
heart, many interests, seeks caring, 
genuine gent of similar age for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:410331 0 


FREE (Standard Network rates apply) 

MARGARET OHAC, professional, 
sincere, adventurous, loving, kind, solvent 
lady who enjoys most things WLTM caring 
male with similar refined tastes. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 407925 0 
ATTRACTIVE 49yr old divorced lady, 
looking for honest, reliable man for LTR, 
49-60. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
409955 | 

ABBA girl blonde lookalike, size 16, 
attractive, bubbly, OHAC, seeking solvent, 
refined, handsome guy with full head of 
hair, 5ft 9ins plus, professional and 
courteous. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:409151 0 

NEETA Black beauty, classy, intelligent 
21yrs, loves to enjoy life, have lots of fun 
and be spoilt, give me a call. Any age, 
looks and status. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 409101 0 

HI I'm Pam, cuddly, attractive, self- 
sufficient, employed, looking for similar 
young looking, sincere male for hopeful Itr. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 4079331 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0844 800 1188 Monday - Friday 10am 
- 4pm or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


TAYLOR attractive very busty curvy black 
female looking for fun times with open- 
minded male who is also looking for fun. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 408311 0 
BETHANY 25yr old blonde, slim size 10 
with great personality, looking for nice guy 
to share my life with, single dad welcome. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 408253 0 
KIRSTY blonde blue eyed size 12 nurse, 
enjoys cosy nights, driving, holidays, 
socialising, WLTM broadminded male for 
adult fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4092591 

KATH blonde independent female, 
employed with OHAC looking for fun and 
laughter with likeminded nice easy going 
male, any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 407955 | 

TRACY slim dark haired beauty, petite, 
hardworking career, enjoys dancing, 
nights out, WLTM loving male who can 
make me laugh for an adult relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 409419 0 
SHARON very attractive British black lady, 
sexy size 6 looking for white male to fall in 
love with. Beautiful people can be lonely 
too. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4092631 

MID naughty forties female looking fun, 
thrills and discreet meets, give me a call, 
you won’t be disappointed. Any age with 
own accommodation. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 409109 0 
ANITA very attractive black female, 
seeking mature white/Asian man to enjoy 
uncomplicated relationship with no ties. 
Any age, pis contact me, I'm very lonely. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 408505 0 
FEMALE many interests, seeks male, 40- 
55 for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:408537 

28YR old female, seeking male with 
GSOH for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 408639 
MIXED raced lady, 34, widely travelled, 
seeking gent, 30-40 for romance. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 408429 
68YR old lady, likes gardening, meals out, 
days out, looking for sincere gent to share 
time with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
408413 

JENNY single independent attractive lady, 
tall and leggy, sensual and looking for very 
special male friend. Only genuine callers 
pis. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
408285 | 

CHRIS blue eyed blonde single female, 
lots of interests, loves travel, beach, nights 
in/out, looking for mature sincere gent for 
possible Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:407615 | 

FEMALE looking for gent, 65-70, caring, 
loving and independent. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 378295 


Then send to 

80098 

*EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

80098 costs £1.50 per SMS sent. To STOP text 
stop to 80098. Service provided by JMedia UK 
Ltd, SW4 7BX Need Help? Call 0844 800 1188 


SUE attractive lonely brunette who loves 
eves in/out, music, WLTM someone 
sincere to love and get close to, why not 
give me a call? Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:407021 0 

CURVY Irish female 35yrs looking for fun, 
frolics, weekends away and lots of 
excitement with reliable male, discretion 
assured. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407603 | 

SLIM active lady, 60's, N/S, seeks honest, 
kind gent, 57-62 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407693 

ANNABELLA board attractive 30 
something nurse wanting healing hands 
for no strings fun. No TLC required. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 407449 0 
SUE 40’s female who enjoys evenings 
in/out looking for someone to have some 
fun and hopefully get close to, go on, give 
me a ring. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 407019 0 

NICKY loving caring gorgeous fun young 
lady who loves swimming, dancing and 
lots more, seeking male for text chats and 
fun times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4074591 

BLACK female, 45, seeking older gent, 60 
plus who knows how to look after a lady. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 407787 
PAM 71, feels younger, lots to give, 
socialising, theatre, country walks, charity 
work, seeking male to share interests with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 407851 
LOVING caring young 67yr old female, 5ft 
2ins, slim size 12, brown hair, likes meals 
out, GSOH, smoker, seeks slim, smart 
male with GSOH, 58-62. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 364651 
MANDY divorced independent 46yr old 
single mum, confident, bubbly and social, 
looking for male companion to share good 
times and to be there for each other. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 407469 0 
NICKY 26 fun single female who has been 
on her own far too long desperately 
seeking her Prince Charming, must be 
tactile and possess the ability to fall in love, 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 4074851 
MICHELLE lonely singleton, fit/slender, 
passionate, easy-going seeks male to 
cook for and generally spoil rotten in 
exchange for great companionship. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 407501 0 
HEATHER larger than life, cuddly built 
lady, scrubs up pretty well, employed, 
OHAC, GSOH, looking for good times with 
willing male, fun times guaranteed. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 4073071 


TRACY 35yr old blonde petite single mum, 
WLTM tall male for nights out, text chats 
and hopefully Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:407215 

LYN slim size 10, 5ft 9ins, attractive with 
GSOH, OHAC, employed, WLTM genuine 
guy who is also looking to put some fun 
back into life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 407195 0 

DEBS 37yr old professional, outgoing, 
bubbly, seeking genuine man for good 
times in/out and just see where it leads. 
Single dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407039 0 
BLONDE blue eyed 72yr old widow, 
GSOH, young at heart, seeks honest, 
caring gent of similar age for holidays, 
weekends away and happy times, 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407113 
WHERE have all the genuine men gone? 
Sue single female who enjoys nights 
in/out, music, seeks sincere male to enjoy 
good times and get close to. Pis ring. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 4070251 
PAULA 38 single mum with OHAC, 
attractive blue eyes, size 14, seeking well 
built male with GSOH and honest/reliable 
disposition, looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 407029 0 
MEDIUM build female, 66, widow, 5ft 5ins, 
likes walks, reading, holidays, seeks 
sincere male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:407003 

HI I am Linda a lonely petite mature lady 
looking for nice caring male up to 65yrs 
who also has lots of love to give for hopeful 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 406715 0 

ANITA petite 33yr old tanned, toned sexy 
size 10 female with very high drive and lots 
of energy looking for similar man for adult 
no stings fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 406835 0 

CARING female, likes Indian rock music, 
concerts, cinema, seeks North Staffs 
male, 40-55 for friendship/relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 406757 
LINDA bored housewife wanting to spice 
things up a bit looking for clean well 
mannered professional for discreet adult 
meets. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
406705 | 

GOOD looking professional female, 51, 
enjoys arts, wining/dining, sight seeing, 
country walks, seeks special male to enjoy 
great fun with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:406765 

DONNA 42yrs young separated female 
who is ready to start dating again, bubbly, 
attractive, blonde and raring to get going, 
come on don't keep me waiting! Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 406341 
SINGLE cuddly female, 5ft 6ins, green 
eyes, seeks male, 40-50 for fun and more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 406015 
PAT 67, attractive, likes reading, holidays, 
seeking female, 65-72 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:405985 


Men seeking women 



TEXT IN NOW AND CHAT TO LOCAL 
PEOPLE. SEND: CHAT26 TO : 80098 
(T&C'S BELOW) 

SHROPSHIRE male, 49yrs caring, looking 
for single lady for relationship 40/50. Text 
Only Mailbox Box No: 4333566 
GOOD looking tanned guy blue eyes good 
physique 45, looking for an attractive 
likeminded slim female 19-40. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4320125 
66YR old male enjoys country walks, 
pubs, and cycling seeks similar minded 
lady to share life, 60ish. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4330594 
STEVE 63, tall, fit, energetic, N/S, seeks 
lady, 55-60 for friendship and who knows. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 410941 


SEAN 46, brown hair/eyes, average 
looks/build, loving, caring, understanding, 
seeks female to share good times with. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 4108451 
PAUL 62, seeks attractive Wolverhampton 
lady for discreet daytime fun. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410799 
ATTRACTIVE tall, dark, professional 
male, broadminded, adventurous, clean, 
discreet, GSOH, easy going, good 
company, looking for lady for fun times. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 411019 
KEV 53, Stoke, seeking female for fun, 
romance, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 410997 
JEFF 35, GSOH, likes cinema, swimming, 
ice skating, seeks special female with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 410737| 

CHRIS 32, 5ft lOins, brown hair, blue 
eyes, open minded, looking for female for 
discreet no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 410643 0 
BROADMINDED professional, tall, dark 
male, easy going, GSOH, seeking female 
with GSOH for fun, friendship and 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:410703 

PAUL 68, 5ft 7ins, fit, genuine, enjoys 
most things, likes a laugh, seeking similar 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 4106551 
5FT lOins male, brown hair, blue eyes, 
seeks female, 40 plus for daytime fun. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 4105891 
LOVING caring, considerate, romantic, 
passionate, Stoke area man, 52, OHAC, 
good looking, professional, seeks tactile, 
slim-medium build female for special 
occasions and exotic holidays. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 407683 ! 

LUCA 67, 5ft 3ins, seeking some one for 
fun and friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 410375 

JOSEPH attractive Asian male, seeking 
attractive, genuine female, 38-50 for 
friendship and companionship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 410267 0 
SLIM attractive man, tired of lonely nights, 
seeks genuine lady for friendship and 
evenings out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:410261 | 

PETE 6ft 1 ins, body builder, likes kick 
boxing, daughter, seeking female, 30-40 
for love. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410245 0 

MALE 55, 5ft lOins, seeks lady 30-58 for 
cosy nights in, holidays, nights out, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410207 0 

STEVE 40, 6ft, muscular, dark hair, half 
Italian, seeks busty, classy lady, 55 plus for 
discreet adult fun. Where is my Sophia 
Loren? Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410529 0 

ATTRACTIVE tall, dark, professional gent, 
easy going, GSOH, likes sport, socialising, 
company, seeking similar lady with GSOH. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 410175 
MALE 47, would like loving, adult 
relationship, age/size unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 410107 0 
DAN 36, down to earth, attractive, enjoy 
pubs, meals out, football, boxing, cinema, 
shopping, seeking special female. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 410037 0 
GENUINE South Shropshire male, 45, 5ft 
lOins, GSOH, likes walks, cycling, music, 
seeks lady of similar age for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:4098971 


Follow us 
on 

©. I* <*!:• PV 


MARK 6ft, blue eyes, slim, dark hair, 
honest, loving, caring, down to earth, likes 
sport, music, cinema, meals out, seeking 
special lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:409803 | 

SINGLE white 40's male, looking for 
strictly no strings adult fun, any 
age/race/looks, genuine callers. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 4096131 
LOCAL businessman, seeking special 
friend for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 4095851 
SAM seeking lovely lady for great times 
likes sports, good standard of living, 
looking for some fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 409527 
ATTRACTIVE male, 48, 5ft 8ins, GSOH, 
loving, genuine, seeks attractive female, 
single mum welcome, ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 409471 0 
PETE 6ft 1 ins, likes body building, kick 
boxing, seeks female for love and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:409451 

MASON single parent, seeking female for 
no strings fun times, 30-45. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 409443 0 
MALE likes nights out, holidays, seeking 
nice female for friendship, fun and maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


GARY 40, tall, dark hair, seeks female, 30- 
50 for fun and LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:409207 0 

GENEROUS male, 6ft, GSOH, likes 
music, DIY, seeks attractive lady to spoil 
and pamper. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:409019 

TONY 55, dark hair, 6ft, confident, 
outgoing, seeks mature, attractive female, 
68 plus, genuine ad. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 408989 
FUN loving male, 47, lots to give, looking 
for genuine lady for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 409159 
GENT 55, slightly mad, but not bad, will 
make you glad you answered his ad! Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 408973 0 
TALL intelligent, professional fit guy, 50's, 
athletic, seeks good natured, intelligent 
female, 50-57 for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408991 0 
LONELY male, 55, seeks Indian/Jamaican 
female, 25 plus for sincere relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 408957 
ATTRACTIVE male, 55, seeks older 
female, 50-70 for close, adult fun. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 397189 


Men seeking men 


Bl male, young, fit 50, divorced, generous, 
own business, seeks male, any nationality, 
18-40 for good times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 409669 0 
Bl male, divorced, own business, 
generous, fit, 50, seeks male, any 
nationality, 18-45 for good times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 409009 0 

Friends 


MODERN young at heart lonely lady, 70's, 
likes trips out, holidays, seeking similar 
NICK GSOH, looking for someone caring | ac |y for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
to share fun and frolics. Tel No: 0906 500 Box No- 410215 
3955 Box No: 410001 0 
6FT male, medium build, brown eyes, dark 
hair, fit, likes walks, football, holidays, 
country drives, seeks nice bubbly lady with 
many interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 409851 

PAUL 55, 6ft 2ins, intelligent, down to 
earth, kind, genuine, honest, seeks 
female, 50-60 for relationship, many 
hobbies. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 

409783 0 

DAVE 54, seeking female, 40-51 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 409839 0 



M 

^n£xT80098Cost£^0/ms^l 

| received, for full t&cs see below | 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, 
if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS sent (max 150 characters). 
Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by Sports4Adults. Help: 0844 800 1188. SMS TEXT CHAT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS sent. This service is a virtual chat 
service meaning you will not be able to meet the people listed. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by JMedia. Help: 0844 800 1188. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by 
JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 10/03/14 
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REVIEWS 


Heartbreak and 
haunting hazy rock 



New Jersey rock band Real Estate have created a timeless album 


A round-up of the latest 
rock and pop album 
releases, reviewed by 
LEON BURAKOWSKI 


IF Lady Gaga’s pop was as 
bizarre as her fashion sense 
it might sound something like 
St Vincent on her self-titled 
fourth album (out on Loma 
Vista/Caroline International). 

St Vincent (aka Annie Clark from 
Oklahoma via Texas) began as a 
member of cult band The Polyphonic 
Spree before embarking on her own 
idiosyncratic path, though in 2012 she 
released a collaborative album with 
like-minded maverick David Byrne 
from Talking Heads. 

There is certainly something attrac¬ 
tive about her off-kilter pop. Maybe it 
is the hint of vulnerability on a soaring 
track like Prince Johnny, or her juxta¬ 
positions of frenzied guitars and synth 
stomps with the ethereal and operat¬ 
ic... like Lene Lovich meets PJ Harvey. 
Maybe too quirky for the mainstream 
but that’s the mainstream’s loss. 

After a three year hiatus Wild Beasts 
return with their fourth album Present 
Tense (Domino). They have honed their 
dark electronic pop so it has an emo¬ 
tional impact on these eloquent songs, 
sometimes tender and sometimes an¬ 
gry, including a dig by the Cumbrian 
outfit at British bands who sing with 
American accents. 

There are echoes of such mood 
masters as The Blue Nile and Talk Talk 
but Wild Beasts maintain a distinctive 
identity, helped by the contrast be¬ 
tween Hayden Thorpe’s alto vocal and 
Tom Fleming’s more mellow croon. It’s 
also a superb production job by Lexx 
and Leo Abrahams. 

New Jersey’s Real Estate have cre¬ 
ated a timeless, elegant rock album 


in Atlas (Domino), recorded at Wilco’s 
Chicago loft studio it has absorbed 
some of that band’s understated great¬ 
ness. Guitars strum and chime, Martin 
Courtney’s gentle tenor soothes and 
keyboards charm on an evocative al¬ 
bum with its own special hazy melan¬ 
cholic atmosphere. Dreamy. 

Oh, now this is the sound of a broken 
heart. Too Bright To Shine is a lovelorn 
lament that sets the tone for Down Like 
Gold (Play It Again Sam), the hugely at¬ 
mospheric debut album from Champs, 
not the Tequila outfit but brothers Mi¬ 
chael and David Champion, a pair in 
their early 20s from the Isle of Wight. 
Recorded in an old water tower turned 
studio, the folky duo somehow conjure 
a choral wall of sound. Other key tracks 


include the Fleet Foxes-like St Peters 
and the elegiac Only A Bullet Knows 
Where To Run. 

Australian singer/songwriter Court¬ 
ney Barnett’s witty slacker folk-pop 
and deadpan delivery has a casual 
charm and raw honesty on her first 
album, The Double EP: A Sea of Split 
Peas (out on March 17 via House 
Anxiety/Marathon Artists). Out Of The 
Woodwork with its Aladdin Sane-like 
piano is a highlight along with the dis¬ 
torted psychedelic Avant Gardener, the 
story of a heatwave induced panic at¬ 
tack including the line: “The paramed¬ 
ic thinks I’m clever cos I play guitar, I 
think she’s clever cos she stops people 
dying.” Check her out at the Hare and 
Hounds at Kings Heath on May 18. 





✓ Supply Only or Full Installation 

✓ Buy With Confidence 

✓ Well Established Family Business 

✓ Friendly and Professional Service 
/ Plumbing, Tiling and Electrics 

✓ Free Design / Home Visits 

✓ No Pressure Sales 


ffc Vernon 0121 520 4666 




2 minutes from ASDA Great Brkfoe. 

Unit 7. Imex Auto Centre. 
Dudley Port. Tipton DY4 7RO 
Visit us at vernonwAQner.com 
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Marie Curie’s Great Daffodil Appeal 


The Great Daffodil Appeal is Marie Curie’s biggest annual fundraising campaign. The 
appeal is vital in helping Marie Curie Nurses to provide more free care to people 
with terminal illnesses in their own homes and in the charity’s nine hospices. 

Every March millions of people across the 
UK support our biggest fundraising event of 
the year by simply giving a small donation to 
purchase and wear a daffodil pin. 


^ ^ ^ 



Signing up volunteer collectors: 

December-February 

The Great Daffodil Appeal: March 

Marie Curie’s Great Daffodil Appeal 
kicks off across the country on 1st 
March. Volunteer collectors will be 
out in force throughout the month 
of March encouraging everyone to 
give a donation and wear one of the 
charity’s daffodil pins. 

All the funds raised by the appeal 
will help Marie Curie Nurses provide 
more care for people with terminal 
illnesses, at the time when they need 
the most support. 

The Great Daffodil Appeal doesn’t 
just raise much-needed funds; it 
also raises awareness of Marie Curie 
services and the need for high quality 
nursing care for people with terminal 
illnesses. 

Marie Curie wants people wherever 
they live to be able to have a‘good 
death', provided with the care they 


want and need, with support available 
for them and their families. Research 
shows that currently 63% of people 
want to be cared for and die at home, 
yet only 44%, including those in 
care homes, do. This is because not 
enough or the right type of health and 
social care is available. 

Marie Curie enables more people to 
be cared for and die in the place of 
choice, surrounded by the people and 
things they love, and campaigns to 
ensure that those who are terminally 
ill have faster access to free social 
care. As people live longer, increasing 
numbers of people have long-term 
conditions requiring more complex 
support towards the final stages 
of life. 

Despite this, end of life care is an 
under-researched area. Marie Curie 
invests in high quality research to 
provide real benefits to people with 
terminal illnesses, their carers and 


families. Marie Curie is the only 
charity exclusively funding end of 
life care research and invests around 
£3million per year in research. 

Key facts 

• The first Great Daffodil Appeal took 
place in 1986 

• Marie Curie is best known for its 
network of over 2,000 Marie Curie 
Nurses, who provide care to patients 
across the UK, as well as emotional 
support for their families. 

• The charity provided care to more 
than 38,000 people with terminal 
illnesses, and is the largest provider 
of hospice beds outside the NHS 
•Since 1986, the Great Daffodil 
Appeal has raised more than £70 
million to help fund the charity’s 
work, enabling Marie Curie Nurses to 
provide more free hands-on care to 
people with terminal illnesses in their 
own homes and in our nine hospices 

• In 2013 the Great Daffodil Appeal 


raised over £7 million 
•Last year, the charity had over 
75,000 daffodil boxes across the 
country 

• On average, each collector raised 
£88 last year 

• The oldest collector last year was 
99 years old 

• In March 2014, collectors will be 
giving out over 9.7 million daffodil 
pins to supporters in exchange for a 
donation 

For more information contact: 

Tom Urpeth 

Marie Curie Cancer Care 

89 Albert Embankment 

London SE1 7TP 

Phone: 020 7599 7712 

Email: tom.urpeth@mariecurie.org.uk 

Follow us on Twitter @mariecurieuk 

mariecurie.org.uk 

Charity reg no. 207994 (England & 


CAR, BOATS, MOTORBIKES 
RE-UPHOLSTERY 

autoretrim.co.uk 

07950 734204 




LMS GARAGE 
DOORS 

ALL TYPES OF DOORS 
SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

For a free quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 

118707 


AVAIL 

SOLUTIONS 

LIMITED 

Garage Doors/Gates/CCTV 
Access Control/Alarm and 
Security Lighting 

www.availsolutions.co.uk 

0121 

550 1498 




KPB GAS, HEATING 
AND PLUMBING 

FULL CENTRAL HEATING 
INSTALLATIONS 

Cookers and Fires 
Fitted 

CALL 

0121 602 1690 

07967 138579 


YEW TREES 

OFFERING YOU NURSING 
EXPERIENCE AND EXPERTISE 

IN OUR IDYLLIC COUNTRY 
RETREAT 

YEW TREES, YEW TREE PLACE, 
ROMSLEY B62 ONX 

01562 7108094$* 




CROSSWAYS 
MOTOR BODIES 

30 years experience 
Free local pick up, 

free estimates 

0121 

559 4040 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

OAP DISCOUNTS 

10% OFF WITH THIS 
ADVERT 

CALL 07860 

206713 




DILSHAD 

Blackheath 

Tandoori Restaurant 
& Takeaway 

Bookings taken for 
Mother’s Day 

0121 561 5444 

16-20 Oldbury Road, 

Blackheath 


BRIDAL 

DESIGNS 

Senior & Junior 

Prom Dresses 

Ready to Wear or 
Individual Designs 
Birmingham Road, 

Rowley Regis £ 

0121 561 4411 

DJB ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS LTD 

ALL OUR ELECTRICIANS ARE CRB CHECKED 

24 HOUR 7 DAYS A WEEK CALL-OUTS 

0121 647 7087 


MICHAEL DANIELS 

Kitchens, Bathrooms and Tiling 

Hardwood and Laminate Flooring 

Stairs and Doors 

0121 501 1568 / 07828819768 


BY DONNA 
BLUNDELL 

BESPOKE HANDCRAFTED 
WEDDING STATIONERY 
TEL: 0121 4531614 
07917 410121 

www.bydonnablundell.co.uk 
Perfection Comes 

As Standard 


DANCERS 

FORMAL WEAR AND 
SUIT HIRE 

www.dancersuithire.co.uk 

CALL 

0121 

550 1237 


C ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERVICES 

Over 35 yrs 
Experience 

For a free quote 
call Chris 

01384 

635627 


WEST ONE 
DECORATORS 

INTERIOR AND 
EXTERIOR DECORATING 

For a free quote 

07729 

632834 


PEGASUS 
GRAB HIRE 

WWW.PEGASUSGRABHIRE.CO.UK 

SAND, GRAVEL, AGGREGATES 
HAYWOOD BRIDGE, MUCKLOW HILL, 
HALESOWEN B628DL gg 
0844 870 0127 


BLOSSOMS 

FLORIST 

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN 

FOR MOTHER’S DAY 

0121 602 7524 

STOURBRIDGE ROAD, 
HALESOWEN 




AXWOVEN 

CARPETS 

Rug Sale Now On 
Showroom at 

Shelah Road, 
Halesowen 

B63 3PG 

0121 550 5788 


APEX 

WINES 

Carling 8 Cans 
for £6.50 

Gorsty Hill Road 

0121 559 7814 

R S PLUMBING & HEATING 

BATHROOM SUITES, 

RADIATORS, TANKS, PUMPS FITTED, 

OUTSIDE TAPS, LEAKS, REPAIRS 

CALL RICHARD 07902 557496 
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What’s On! 


Nominated folk 
singer headlines 

A WOLVERHAMPTON 
folk club is welcoming a 
singer and accordion play¬ 
er who has been nominated 
for Radio2 Folk Awards no 
less than five times. 

Jim Causley from Devon 
will be playing at Ne- 
whampton Folk Club, held 
in the upper room of the 
Newhampton pub, Riches 
Street, Whitmore Reans 
on Saturday. Causley has 
recorded with some of the 
biggest names in the folk 
world including Martin 
Carthy, Show of Hands and 
John McCusker. 

Supporting him will be 
Wolverhampton singer/ 
songwriter Daniel Kirk 
who recently released his 
first album and is mak¬ 
ing a name for himself on 
the folk circuit. The show 
starts at 8.30pm, tickets 
are £8 in advance or £10 on 
the door. 

Irish double bill 
on St Patrick’s Day 

IRISH stars team up on St 
Patrick’s Day at Birming¬ 
ham Symphony Hall as 
Monday’s concert features 
Clannad and Mary Black. 
That’s the same day that 
Janis Ian joins forces with 
fellow US singer/song- 
writer Tom Paxton, at Bir¬ 
mingham Town Hall. 

Maximo Park are at Dig- 
beth’s Institute tomorrow 
and on Saturday Bad Man¬ 
ners bring ska mayhem to 
Bilston’s Robin 2. Chica¬ 
go’s Fall Out Boy rock the 
NIA on Sunday. 

Ex-Rainbow frontman 
Graham Bonnett is at the 
Robin 2 on Monday and LA 
metal outfit Love/Hate play 
The Slade Rooms, Wolver¬ 
hampton, on Wednesday. 


Fab Four fans get ready for 
ultimate Beatles jukebox show 


BEATLES show Let It Be will be taking fans 
of the Fab Four on a magical mystery tour 
through 40 of the band’s greatest hits. 

The West End hit comes to Birmingham’s New Al¬ 
exandra Theatre from Monday to Saturday, charting 
the rise of John, Paul, George and Ringo from the 
Cavern days in Liverpool, through Beatlemania to 
their final studio masterpieces, as a concert. 


And its not the only major 
musical around. The lat¬ 
est version of golden era of 
Hollywood musical Singin’ 
In The Rain arrives at Bir¬ 
mingham Hippodrome on 
Tuesday and, due to pub¬ 
lic demand, has scheduled 
extra performances before 
it ends its run on April 5 

The spectacular pro¬ 
duction, a recent West 
End hit, will feature Faye 
Tozer, Maxwell Caulfield 
and 12,000 litres of water 
per performance, which 
means it probably will not 
be booked in Somerset any 
time soon. 

A classic musical is al¬ 
ready resident at the 
Hippodrome and Craig Rev- 
el-Horwood’s lively revival 
of Fiddler On The Roof, fea¬ 
turing former TV cop Star- 
sky, Paul Michael Glaser, 
as Jewish milkman Tevye, 
ends its run on Saturday. 

English Touring Opera 
perform Mozart’s The 
Magic Flute at the Grand 
on Monday and Benjamin 
Britten collaboration with 
WH Auden, the rarely seen 
American frontier tale 


J by Leon Burakowski 

Paul Bunyan, on Tuesday. 
Then, on March 20 and 21, 
the ETO present their col¬ 
laboration with the people 
of Wolverhampton in new 
community opera Zeppelin 
Dreams. 

Wolverhampton Musical 
Comedy Company are hop¬ 
ing they are the ones that 
you want when they stage 
rock ‘n’ roll musical Grease 
at Wolverhampton Grand 
until Saturday. 

The 100th anniversary of 
the start of the First World 
War is marked by Birming¬ 
ham Rep with a stage play 
based on Sebastian Faulks’ 
acclaimed novel Birdsong, 
from Monday to Saturday 
in the main House. Mean¬ 
while, the Rep Studio offers 
the last chances to catch 
Never Try This At Home, 
a play inspired by such an¬ 
archic kids’ TV as Tiswas, 
before the final performance 
on Saturday night. 

Disney on Ice bring their 
latest show, Worlds of Fan¬ 
tasy, to the LG Arena from 
today until Sunday. 



Lesley is 
feeling 
the heat 

LESLEY Joseph - aka Do- 
rien from Birds of a Feath¬ 
er - is back in the West 
Midlands for her latest 
production, Hot Flush, de¬ 
scribed as a Sex And The 
City with HRT and songs. 

The show focuses on the 
lives of four friends, who 
share tears and laughter, 
and co-stars funnyman 
Matt Slack who, like Les¬ 
ley, is a veteran of Bir¬ 
mingham Hippodrome 
pantomimes. Hot Stuff is at 
Birmingham’s New Alex¬ 
andra Theatre tonight then 
at Wolverhampton’s Grand 
Theatre on March 22. 

Lesley said: “When the 
Vagina Monologues be¬ 
came a hit in the theatre, 
it changed the game. It 
created a genre that hadn’t 
been seen before. Sud¬ 
denly, lots of girls, of all 
ages, thought: ‘OMG, let’s 
go and have a pizza, a glass 
of wine and a really good 
night out at the theatre’. 
Then Hot Flush came along 
and took it to another level. 
It’s very funny and very 
near the knuckle.” 


Funny business 
at major venues 

SOME of the nation’s top 
comics are heading our 
way. Jack Whitehall jumps 
in at the deep end perform¬ 
ing ‘in the round’ at me¬ 
ga-venue The NIA tonight. 
But Russell Howard aims 
even higher with two dates 
at the LG Arena on March 
21 and 22. 

Laughs and gasps are 
likely in equal measure 
when notorious shock 
troupe The Circus of Hor¬ 
rors bring their London 
After Midnight show to the 
New Alexandra Theatre in 
Birmingham on Saturday. 

Hal Cruttenden’s Tough 
Luvvie show is at The 
Slade Rooms in Wolver¬ 
hampton on March 20. 

Sharp-tongued Sarah 
Millican will rule the roost 
with her Home Bird tour 
at the city’s Symphony 
Hall for three consecutive 
nights from March 22. 

Last chance to 
see popular duo 

WOLVERHAMPTON wel¬ 
comes founder members 
of the hugely popular folk 
band Bellowhead on what 
will be their last tour as a 
duo. 

John Spiers and Jon 
Boden will be at the city’s 
Wulfrun Hall on Tuesday, 
March 18. 

The duo will be sup¬ 
ported by young Stour¬ 
bridge blues/acoustic 
singer Sunjay Brayne, who 
is also due to play at the 
Shrewsbury Folk Festival 
in August. 

Doors open at 7pm and 
tickets are £16.50, which 
includes a 10 per cent 
booking fee that applies 
however you buy your tick¬ 
ets. 


Great Bar...Great Food... 



Great Entertainment, 


Knigms Quest 

THURSDAYf 13TH MARCH mTk \ ] 


STR AM AKERS KARAOKE 


FRIDAY 14TH MARCH 

JAMES WYTHES FOLLOWED 
1 BY SHANES DISCO 


SATURDAY 15TH MARCH 

A.K.A.SKA FACE / 


SUNDAY 16TH MARCH N 

ST PATRICKS DAY KARAOKE 


} MONDAY 17TH MARCH 

THE QUEST FUN QUIZ AND 
KARAOKE SHOW 


TUESDAY 1 8TH MARCH 

PREDATORS KARAOKE 


WEDNESDAY 19TH MARCH 

BENCHYS BIG NIGHT OUT 


IVe also serve 



^MorvThu^s : 12.00-2.30pm, 6-8pm | Fri-Sat 12.00-2.30pm ^ 

High Street, Blackheath 

Tel:0121 561 5599 


We serve until 1 am on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, 
lam Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday 
DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 


“ M '*■ 1 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 


STOP PAIN.. 


..With our specialist 
in Acupuncture, 
Acupressure, 
Cupping & Ear 
Candle 


We can help if you 

Suffer with pains in neck, shoulder, 
elbow, lower back & knee 

Suffer with pain or arthritis, 
trapped nervous, soft tissue injury 
& sciatica 

Suffer with pain from swollen 
joints after operations such as hip 
replacement and knee replacement 

Suffer with overweight 


UK Registered 
20 Years 
Experience 


We can also help 

• Infertile couples to get pregnant 
with a high success rate through 
acupuncture and herbs 

• Infertile couples improving egg 
quality and sperm count prior to 
IVF treatment 

Or any symptoms you are not sure of, 
visit us for a confidential consultation 
or telephone for an appointment 


Open 10.30 - 5.30 
Monday - Saturday 


10B Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen 

0121 585 9393 
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What’s On! 

SATURDAY’S TV 15 . 03.14 

Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 



Matthew Rhys 

The Americans 
ITV, 9.20pn 

The mid-1980s ‘Reds 
Under the Bed’ saga returns 
for a new run, and Russian 
spy Elizabeth (Keri Russell) 
has recovered from her 
injuries sustained on the 
last mission. Getting home 
in time for her son Henry’s 
birthday party, she and 
Philip (Matthew Rhys) 
attempt to restore the 
fagade of their all-American 
lifestyle. While Henry is 
thrilled to have his mum 
back (she been “caring for a 
sick aunt”), daughter Paige 
is not so easily fooled. Her 
growing concerns about her 
parents’ unusual activities 
have continued to escalate 
while the matriarch was 
away. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Live. 11.30 Football Focus. 
12.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 12.15 Live Six Nations 
Rugby Union. Italy v England (Kick¬ 
off 12.30pm). 2.30 Live Six Nations 
Rugby Union. Wales v Scotland 
(Kick-off 2.45pm). 4.35 Live Six 
Nations Rugby Union. France v 
Ireland (Kick-off 5.00pm). 

7.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.15 The Voice UK. Emma Willis 
and Marvin Humes present 
the first knockout round, in 
which the coaches reduce 
their teams of seven down to 
the three acts that will 
perform in the live shows. 
Continues tomorrow. 

8.35 The National Lottery: Who 
Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
hosts the game show in 
which strangers pair up to 
win money. Including the 
National Lottery draws. Last 
in the series. 

9.25 Casualty. Iain’s troubled 
former Army mate Kenny 
takes him and Big Mac 
hostage, a woman takes a 
fall after complaining about a 
noisy party and Fletch’s wife 
Natalie goes into labour. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary 

Lineker presents highlights 
of the latest Premier League 
clashes, which included Hull 
City v Manchester City at the 
KC Stadium and Aston Villa v 
Chelsea at Villa Park; 

National Lottery Update. 
12.05 The Football League Show. 
Manish Bhasin presents highlights 
and all the goals from the latest 
fixtures in the Championship, 
League One and League Two, 
including Nottingham Forest v 
Doncaster Rovers. 1.25 
Weatherview. 1.30 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.10 Sport Relief’s Top Dog. (R) 

6.40 Sport Relief’s Top Dog. (R) 

7.10 Sport Relief’s Top Dog. (R) 

7.40 Sport Relief’s Top Dog. (R) 

8.10 Sport Relief’s Top Dog. (R) 

8.40 Life on Earth. (R) 9.35 Life on 
Earth. (R) 10.30 Fred Dibnah’s 
Made in Britain. (R) 11.00 Great 
British Railway Journeys. (R) 

11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 12.15 Mary Berry 
Cooks. (R) 12.45 Talking Pictures. 
(R) 1.35 Film: Rope. (1948) 2.55 
Formula 1 - Australian Grand Prix 
Qualifying Highlights. 4.25 Final 
Score. 5.30 Llanelly House 
Restored. 

6.30 Flog It! People are invited to 
try to make money by selling 
their antiques at auction. (R) 

7.30 Dad’s Army. Captain 
Mainwaring devises a 
cunning new way of foiling 
Hitler’s invasion plans — but it 
results in Pike getting 
trapped in the middle of a 
minefield. (R) 

8.00 The Perfect Morecambe & 
Wise. Eric and Ernie give 
their take on Starsky & 

Hutch, have a run-in with 
Henry Cooper and persuade 
Cliff Richard to join them in a 
musical number. Featuring a 
song by Small Faces. 

8.30 Viking Art: A Culture Show 
Special. Andrew Graham- 
Dixon explores the Vikings: 
Life and Legend exhibition at 
the British Museum, learning 
how the Norsemen forged a 
network connecting their 
culture over four continents. 

9.30 Ql. With Jack Dee. (R) 

10.00 Stewart Lee’s Comedy 

Vehicle. 

10.30 Page Eight. (R) 

12.10 Film: Unrelated. (2007) 1.50 
Film: Battle Beyond the Stars. 

(1980) 3.30 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. 6.10 Dino 
Dan. (R) 6.25 Matt Hatter 
Chronicles. (R) 6.45 Canimals. (R) 

6.55 Canimals. (R) 7.00 Canimals. 
(R) 7.10 Om Norn Stories. (R) 7.15 
Om Nom Stories. (R) 7.20 Sooty. 
(R) 7.30 Scrambled! 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 Dinner Date. (R) 10.25 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.25 ITV 
News; Weather. 11.35 The 
Crocodile Hunter Diaries. (R) 12.05 
The Unforgettable Larry Grayson. 
(R) 12.35 The Jeremy Kyle Show 
USA. 1.30 Midsomer Murders. (R) 
3.25 Film: Zookeeper. (2011) 5.30 
Regional Programme ; 
Weather.5.40 ITV News; Weather. 
6.00 You’ve Been Framed! Top 
100 Senior Moments. Harry 
Hill counts down through 
100 memorable videos sent 
in by viewers, featuring giddy 
grandparents, cheeky 
pensioners and absent- 
minded mistakes from the 
middle-aged. 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. The Geordie duo 
turn the tables on Holly 
Willoughby on Surprise 
Surprise and the cast of The 
Commitments takes part in a 
St Patrick’s Day-themed End 
of the Show Show. 

8.20 The Cube. A windsurfing 
instructor and a seamstress 
tackle a series of tough 
challenges, from agility tests 
to skills trials, aiming to win 
a jackpot of £250,000. Phillip 
Schofield hosts. 

9.20 The Americans. New series. 
A routine operation goes 
awry, with worrying 
implications. 

10.15 ITV News; Weather. 

10.30 Film: The Return. (2006) 
Thriller, starring Sarah 
Michelle Gellar. 

12.00 Jackpot247. 3.00 In Plain 
Sight. (R) 3.45 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

11.00 Live Paralympic Winter 
Games. Further coverage of the 
eighth day of events in Russia. 1.30 
Channel 4 Racing. 4.10 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 4.40 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.10 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 5.45 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.10 Channel 4 News. 

6.35 Paralympic Winter Games 
Highlights. Jonathan 
Edwards and Ade Adepitan 
look back at the eighth day of 
events in Russia, which 
included alpine skiing, cross¬ 
country skiing, sledge 
hockey and wheelchair 
curling. 

7.05 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD. 

As the agents organise a full- 
scale hunt for their missing 
leader, Coulson uncovers 
vital information about the 
mystery of his death — but 
Centipede is baying for 
blood. (R) 

8.00 Hostages. After one of the 
president’s staff is murdered, 
the victim’s colleagues 
decide to take matters into 
their own hands, while Ellen 
finds someone who might be 
a viable donor for Nina. 

9.00 Film: Limitless. (2011) A 
failed writer acquires a drug 
that increases his brain 
power, but his new abilities 
attract dangerous attention. 
Sci-fi thriller, starring Bradley 
Cooperand Robert De Niro. 
11.05 Film: The Rum Diary. 

(2011) Premiere. A New York 
journalist relocates to Puerto 
Rico in the 1960s, where he 
is drawn into the schemes of 
a corrupt businessman. 
Comedy drama, with Johnny 
Depp and Aaron Eckhart. 

1.20 The Good Wife. (R) 2.05 
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.10 Trans World 
Sport. 5.05 Mobil 1. 5.30 Live 
Paralympic Winter Games. 
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CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Access. 
10.15 Police 5. (R) 10.45 It Takes a 
Thief to Catch a Thief. (R) 11.45 
Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! (R) 
12.45 The Hotel Inspector. (R) 1.45 
Film: Kate & Leopold. (2001) Time 
travel romantic comedy, with Hugh 
Jackman and Meg Ryan. 3.55 
Film: Columbo: Publish or Perish. 
(1974) Crime drama, starring Peter 
Falk. 5.25 Film: Columbo: 
Prescription Murder. (1968) Crime 
drama, starring Peter Falk. 

7.05 NCIS. The unit is tipped off 
about terrorist activity, but 
two agents are murdered 
during the ensuing 
investigation — and Paula 
Cassidy holds herself 
responsible for the tragedy. 
(R) 

8.00 NCIS. McGee is shocked to 
discover that a double 
murder appears to have been 
inspired by his latest novel — 
and realises one of his 
colleagues could become the 
killer’s third target. (R) 

9.00 NCIS. Jenny Shepard tries to 
solve the murder of an 
underworld source who was 
prepared to give information 
on the activities of arms 
dealer La Grenouille. Starring 
Lauren Holly. (R) 

9.55 5 News Weekend. 

10.00 Live Boxing. Coverage of the 
first two quarter-finals in the 
Maxi Nutrition Knockout 
from the Rivermead Leisure 
Centre in Reading, where the 
light heavyweight 
tournament begins. 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Benidorm 
ER. (R) 4.00 Wildlife SOS. (R) 4.25 
Make It Big. (R) 4.50 The Funky 
Valley Show. (R) 5.00 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.10 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 
5.20 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.30 The 
Funky Valley Show. (R) 5.40 Hana’s 
Helpline. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great TV Mistakes 7.30 Doctor 
Who 8.20 Top Gear: Burma Special 
9.20 Film: Lara Croft: Tomb Raider 
(2001) 10.55 Family Guy 

BBC Four 

7.00 Great Barrier Reef 8.00 
Shipwrecks: Britain’s Sunken 
History 9.00 Salamander 10.30 
Motown at the BBC 11.30 Smokey 
Robinson Live in Hyde Park 
ITV2 

2.40 Film: Flipper (1996) 4.40 
Britain’s Got More Talent: Funniest 
Moments Ever! LOL Moments 5.40 
Film: Scooby-Doo 2: Monsters 
Unleashed (2004) 7.35 Film: 
Batman & Robin (1997) 10.00 
Celebrity Juice 10.50 Crazy 
Beaches 11.20 Film: 40 Days and 
40 Nights (2002) 

ITV3 

3.50 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 4.55 
Inspector Morse 7.00 Rosemary & 
Thyme 8.00 Doc Martin 9.00 
Endeavour 11.00 A Touch of Frost 

ITV4 

3.45 Film: The War Wagon 
(1967) 5.50 Film: Field of Dreams 
(1989) 8.00 Hornblower. Naval 
drama, starring loan Gruffudd. 
10.00 Film: The Day of the Jackal 
(1973) 

E4 


fe(ish) T 
0 The Bii 


Girls 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 
7.00 How I Met Your Mother 8.00 
The Tomorrow People 9.00 Film: 
Aliens (1986) 

Film4 

2.55 Dear John (2010) 5.00 Chalet 
Girl (2011) 7.00 (500) Days of 
Summer (2009) 9.00 Easy A (2010) 
A teenage girl lies about her non¬ 
existent sexual history, and uses the 
resulting rumours to become the 
talk of the school. Teen comedy, 
with Emma Stone and Penn 
Badgley. 10.50 Silent House (2011) 
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What’s On! 

i 

■ 

SUNDAY’S TV 

16.03.14 

Li 

stings supplied by Press Association 1 

CHOICE 

BBC1 

BBC2 

ITV 

CHANNEL 4 

CHANNEL 5 

DIGITAL 



Dermot O’Leary 


Live from Space: Lap of 
the Planet 
Channel 4, 7.30pm 

Forget Around the World in 
80 Days - this pioneering 
programme aims to take us 
around the globe in just 90 
minutes. That’s because a 
lot of it is coming live from 
the International Space 
Station, which over the 
course of the two-hour 
broadcast will be orbiting 
250 miles above the Earth 
at speeds of up to 17,5000 
miles-per-hour. And when 
they’re not sharing their 
incredible views of our 
planet, two of the ISS’s 
English-speaking 
astronauts, Rick 
Mastracchio and Koichi 
Wakata will be interacting 
with the Earth-bound public. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the 
Day. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 
11.00 Sunday Politics. 12.15 
M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 
2.00 Formula 1 - Australian Grand 
Prix Highlights. 4.00 Deadly 60 on 
a Mission: Pole to Pole. 4.35 
Lifeline. 4.45 Regional Programme. 

5.15 Songs of Praise. 5.50 BBC 
News; Regional News; Weather. 

6.15 Blandings. Connie tries to 
impress Colonel Fanshawe in 
the hope that Clarence might 
succeed him as Lord 
Lieutenant of Shropshire. But 
her chances look slim when 
Beach starts acting oddly. 

6.45 Countryfile. Reports from 
Somerset, hearing how a 
silage food bank has been 
set up to help animals 
evacuated in the floods and a 
visit to a factory using horse 
hair to make textiles. 
Including Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 

7.45 The Voice UK. The line-up 
for the live shows is revealed 
as Kylie Minogue, Tom 
Jones, Will.i.am and Ricky 
Wilson settle on the three 
acts they are each taking 
through to the quarter-finals. 

9.00 The Musketeers. The King 
calls a contest to settle the 
rivalry between the 
Musketeers and Red Guards, 
giving d’Artagnan a chance 
to prove himself — but he 
must learn to control his 
temper. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day 2. 

11.25 Film: Minority Report. 

(2002) Sci-fi thriller, starring 
Tom Cruise. 

1.45 Weatherview. 1.50 BBC News. 


6.00 Film: I Know Where I’m 
Going! (1945) 7.30 Monty Don’s 
Italian Gardens. (R) 8.30 
Countryfile. (R) 9.25 Gardeners’ 
World. (R) 9.55 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 11.25 James Martin: 
Home Comforts. (R) 12.10 Michel 
Roux’s Service. (R) 1.10 Michel 
Roux’s Service. (R) 2.10 Film: 

Rear Window. (1954) 4.00 Flog It! 
Trade Secrets. 4.30 Collectaholics. 
(R) 5.30 The End of the Pier Show. 
6.00 The Hairy Bikers: 

Restoration Road Trip. Si 
King and Dave Myers meet 
enthusiasts restoring 
machinery from the 
Industrial Revolution, 
beginning with a visit to 
Pleasley Colliery in 
Derbyshire. (R) 

7.00 Wild Burma: Nature’s Lost 
Kingdom. Gordon Buchanan 
and Justine Evans go in 
search of the sun bear, the 
Asian golden cat and the 
clouded leopard, and 
undercover filming in a 
border town leads to a 
shocking discovery. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear: Burma Special. 
Part two of two. The three 
presenters venture into a 
state riven by civil war. Last 
in the series. 

9.00 Fast and Fearless: Britain’s 
Banger Racers. Part two of 
two. Former champions 
come out of retirement for a 
memorial race. 

10.00 Mock the Week Looks Back 
at Britain. Another themed 
selection from the show’s 
archives. (R) 

10.35 Line of Duty. (R) 

11.35 Film: The Shooting Party. 
(1985) Period drama. 

1.10 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 
2.05 Holby City. (R) 3.05 Silk. (R) 
4.05 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. 6.10 Dino 
Dan. (R) 6.25 Matt Hatter 
Chronicles. (R) 6.45 Canimals. (R) 
6.55 Canimals. (R) 7.00 Canimals. 
(R) 7.10 Om Norn Stories. (R) 7.15 
Om Norn Stories. (R) 7.20 Sooty. 
(R) 7.30 Scrambled! 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 
10.25 Dickinson’s Real Deal. (R) 
11.20 ITV News; Weather. 11.30 
River Monsters. (R) 12.30 The 
Crocodile Hunter Diaries. (R) 1.35 
All Star Family Fortunes. (R) 2.20 
Agatha Christie’s Marple. (R) 4.15 
Film: The Man with the Golden 
Gun. (1974) 

6.35 Regional Programme; 

Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Catchphrase. New series. 
Stephen Mulhern hosts the 
game show in which three 
contestants guess the 
familiar phrases hidden in 
animated clues, before one 
of them plays to win 
£50,000. 

8.00 Harry’s South Pole Heroes. 

Part one of two. Prince Harry 
joins four injured British 
soldiers on a 125-mile 
expedition in the Antarctic as 
part of the Walking with the 
Wounded South Pole Allied 
Challenge 2013. 

9.00 Mr Selfridge. Harry asks 
Delphine to organise a 
special event in store. 

10.00 ITV News at Ten; 

Weather. 

10.15 You Saw Them Here First. 

More TV debuts by some of 
Britain’s best-known faces. 
(R) 

11.15 Anglo-Welsh Cup Rugby 
Union. Action from the final. 

12.15 The Store. 2.15 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA. (R) 3.45 ITV 
Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 


10.30 Sunday Brunch. 1.25 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.50 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.20 The Simpsons. 
(R) 2.50 Deal or No Deal. 3.45 
Paralympic Winter Games: Closing 
Ceremony. The Games conclude in 
spectacular style at the Olympic 
Stadium in Sochi. 5.55 Channel 4 
News. 

6.30 The Floods That Foiled New 
Year: Caught on Camera. 

Documentary looking at the 
flooding that caused misery 
for thousands of 
homeowners across the 
nation throughout winter, 
featuring eyewitness 
testimony and expert 
commentary. (R) 

7.30 Live from Space: Lap of the 
Planet. Astronauts on board 
the International Space 
Station complete a live 
90-minute orbit of Earth, 
while Dermot O’Leary is with 
the team providing support 
in Houston. Last in the 
series. 

10.05 Film: Terminator Salvation. 

(2009) In the future, 
resistance fighter John 
Connor leads a war against 
the deadly robots that have 
taken over the world. Sci-fi 
thriller sequel, with Christian 
Bale and Sam Worthington. 
12.15 Film: Memento. (2000) A 
man searches for his wife’s killer in 
spite of the short-term memory 
loss he sustained during the same 
attack. Christopher Nolan’s thriller, 
with Guy Pearce and Carrie-Anne 
Moss. 2.10 The Good Wife. Alicia 
represents a teenage pop star. (R) 
2.55 One Born Every Minute. A 
couple await the arrival of their fifth 
son. (R) 3.45 Location, Location, 
Location. Two families who have 
relocated to Aberdeen for work. (R) 
4.40 Deal or No Deal. (R) 5.35 
Freesports on 4. 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bubble 
Guppies. (R) 6.35 The Mr Men Show. 
(R) 6.50 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 7.00 
Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 7.10 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.20 Make 
Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 City of 
Friends. (R) 7.45 Milkshake! Bop 
Box. (R) 7.50 Little Princess. (R) 

8.00 The Adventures of Bottle Top 
Bill and His Best Friend Corky. (R) 

8.15 Mio Mao. (R) 8.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 8.35 Bert and Ernie’s 
Great Adventures. (R) 8.40 Rupert 
Bear. (R) 9.00 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.15 Jelly Jamm. (R) 
9.30 LazyTown. (R) 10.00 Power 
Rangers Super Samurai. (R) 10.35 
Power Rangers Megaforce. (R) 11.05 
Chinese Food in Minutes. 11.25 
Film: Big Mommas: Like Father, Like 
Son. (2011) 1.30 Film: Dr Dolittle 3. 
(2006) 3.20 Film: Arthur and the 
Invisibles. (2006) 5.05 Film: The 
Haunted Mansion. (2003) 

6.45 5 News Weekend. 

6.50 Film: Hellboy II: The Golden 
Army. (2008) The demon 
hero battles a renegade elf 
prince, who plans to 
reawaken an unstoppable 
robot army and destroy 
mankind. Action fantasy 
sequel, starring Ron Perlman 
and Selma Blair. 

9.00 Film: Killer Elite. (2011) 
Premiere. A former secret 
agent takes on one last 
mission to save his mentor, 
but assassins are sent to 
stop him. Action thriller, with 
Jason Statham. 

11.15 Film: On Deadly Ground. 

(1994) Ecological thriller. 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Dangerous 
Drivers’ School. (R) 4.00 Wildlife 
SOS. (R) 4.20 Make It Big. (R) 4.50 
The Funky Valley Show. (R) 5.00 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.10 Hana’s 
Helpline. (R) 5.20 Angels of Jarm. 


BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes 2: The 
Sequel 7.20 Film: Alice in 
Wonderland (2010) 9.00 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 10.00 Family 
Guy 10.45 Bluestone 42 11.15 
American Dad! 

BBC Four 

7.00 The Golden Age of Steam 
Railways 8.00 Oh Do Shut Up Dear! 
Mary Beard on the Public Voice of 
Women 9.00 Timewatch: QE2 - The 
Final Voyage 10.00 Film: Coco 
Chanel & Igor Stravinsky (2009) 

11.50 Britain on Film: Dedicated 
Followers of Fashion 

ITV2 

3.55 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 5.20 Film: About a Boy 
(2002) 7.15 Film: Mr Bean’s 
Holiday (2007) 9.00 Educating Joey 
Essex 10.00 The Only Way Is Essex 

10.50 Party Wright Around the 
World 11.50 The Big Reunion 2014 
ITV3 

3.40 The Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes 4.50 Inspector Morse 7.00 
Agatha Christie’s Poirot 9.00 It’ll Be 
Alright on the Night’s Best of the 
Worst 10.00 Lewis 
ITV4 

3.00 Film: The War Wagon (1967) 
5.05 Film: Destry Rides Again 
(1939) 7.00 Storage Wars 8.00 
Anglo-Welsh Cup Rugby Union 
9.00 Film: The Interpreter (2004) 

E4 

3.30 The Big Bang Theory 4.00 The 
Tomorrow People 5.00 Troy 6.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 6.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 8.00 Film: Mission: 
Impossible (1996) 10.15 Rude 
Tube: Rude Tunes 
Film4 

2.50 Carry On Dick (1974) 4.40 The 
Wedding Planner (2001) 6.45 Mad 
Money (2008) 9.00 Conviction 
(2010) Fact-based drama. 11.05 
Sexy Beast (2000) 
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What’s On! 


Film Choices T 


Pick of the Week 


MONDAY 

Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bobby, 
Channel 5,11pm 

A Nascar racing champion has everything he could 
want - until an arrogant French rival seizes the title from 
him, and his wife runs off with his best friend. Forced to 
move back in with his parents, the downhearted driver 
faces a battle to rebuild his shattered self-confidence 
and return to the track. Comedy, starring Will Ferrell, 
John C Reilly and Sacha Baron Cohen. (2006) 

TUESDAY 

Cries in the Dark, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A cop investigates her pregnant sister’s murder, and 
discovers her baby was delivered but is being held 
captive by the killer. Thriller, starring Eva La Rue and 
Adam Flarrington. (2006) 

WEDNESDAY 

Brokeback Mountain, Channel 4,12.05am 

A doomed love affair between two Wyoming cowboys 
develops over the course of 20 years. The relationship 
begins when they are hired to herd sheep on a remote 
mountain in the 1960s, and though they go their 
separate ways and try to settle down to married life, 
they are unable to overcome their desire for each other 
and continue to meet in secret. Ang Lee’s drama, 
starring Heath Ledger and Jake Gyllenhaal. (2005) 



THURSDAY 

Sea Devils, Channel 4,12.50pm 

A smuggler in 19th-century Cornwall sneaks a woman 
into France, only to discover he has accidentally helped 
a spy flee the country. However, he later realises she is 
actually a double agent plotting to foil Napoleon’s 
invasion of England. Swashbuckling adventure, starring 
Rock Hudson and Yvonne de Carlo. (1953) 

FRIDAY 

Duplicity, ITV, 10.35pm 

A former CIA agent and an ex-MI6 officer find their 
romantic past catching up with them as they go head to 
head working in counter-intelligence for multinational 
corporations. As they try to outmanoeuvre each other to 
gain information about a lucrative product, they have 
difficulty maintaining a professional focus amid the 
sexual tension. Thriller, starring Julia Roberts. (2009) 

Revolutionary Road, BBC2,11.10pm 

Frank and April Wheeler live a picture-perfect life on the 
surface, but in truth are growing frustrated with their lot 
and feel stifled by their situation. When April suggests 
the family moves to France to start a new life, Frank is 
persuaded it is a good idea, though when he is offered 
a stable job with a lucrative pay packet he changes his 
mind. 1950s-set drama, starring Kate Winslet. (2008) 


Dermot's new project 
is out of this world 


D ermot O’Leary is no stranger 
to the pressures of live TV - 
after all, he’s the man who 
has had to get Louis Walsh to make 
his mind up about who he’s sending 
home on The X Factor. 

But now he’s about take on an 
even bigger challenge, as he helms 
a ground-breaking broadcast from 
the International Space Station. 

The presenter won’t actually be 
going into orbit himself, but he’s 
thrilled just to be our man at 
Mission Control in Houston. 

Dermot says: ‘This is such a 
mega and amazing programme to 
be part of, I am so looking forward 
to presenting it and I cannot wait. 

“Going live with a TV show is 
always great, but to be able to say 
‘now we are going live to the Space 
Station’ will be a fantastic and 
surreal experience.” 

It’s going to be fairly mind-blowing 
for viewers as well, as the 
programme aims to take us around 
the world in 90 minutes - over the 
course of the broadcast, the space 


station will be orbiting 250 miles 
above the Earth at speeds of up to 
17,500 miles-per-hour. 

And when they’re not sharing 
their incredible views of our planet, 
two of the ISS’s English-speaking 
astronauts, Rick Mastracchio and 
Koichi Wakata, will be interacting 
with the Earth-bound public. 

No doubt Dermot will have a few 
questions for them as well. “For me, 
the point of going into television is I 
am always interested in people - 
whether it is an astronaut or a cab 
driver. I love getting stories and it is 
why I do the job I do. 

“My fascination for this 
programme is two-fold. Aside 
from the live link-up and how 
brilliant that will be, there is that 
macabre thing where you wonder 
what you would do if something 
goes wrong. How do they deal with 
it? What do they do? Then there 
are the ordinary, daily things like 
how do they shave? How do they 
go about their day-to-day lives? 
Everything about it all fascinates 
me.” 


Although Dermot admits he’s not 
an expert on space exploration, he 
does have a few boffins on hand. 

He’ll be joined in Houston by Mike 
Massimino, one of the astronauts 
who helped repair and upgrade the 
Hubble Telescope, but who might 
be best known to regular Channel 4 
watchers for his cameo 
appearances on The Big Bang 
Theory, and there are also 
contributions from Stephen Hawking 
and British astronaut Tim Peake. 

So after doing all the research 
and preparation for the show, and 
rubbing shoulders with the experts, 
is there a part of Dermot that 
wishes he was broadcasting from 
the Space Station itself? 

He says: “You don’t realise that 
when you talk about what it would 
be like to be an astronaut. The level 
of sacrifice they have to make is 
extraordinary and they have to be 
so fit and intelligent. They do have a 
certain purpose up there and the 
science that goes into it all really 
fascinates me - but no, I don’t want 
to be an astronaut!” 



Live from Space: Lap of the Planet, Sunday, Channel 4, 7.30pm 


Best of the Rest 


MONDAY 
The Widower 
ITV, 9pm 

The League of Gentleman, Psychoville and the 
recent Inside No 9 all proved that Reece 
Shearsmith likes his comedy on the creepy 
side. But he’s set to be even more unsettling in this 
new three-part drama, not least because it’s 
inspired by a true story. Shearsmith stars as 
Malcolm Webster, whose new wife Claire 
(Sheridan Smith) is concerned by his mounting 
debts - but rather than sort out his finances, he 
instead tries to get her under control by 
systematically plying her with drugs, and then 
resorts staging a car accident, which claims her 
life. After collecting the life insurance cheque for 
£200,000, Malcolm moves to New Zealand and 
starts a new life, but old patterns start to repeat 
themselves... 

The Plantagenets 
BBC2, 9pm 

They may not have got their own sexy mini-series 
like the Tudors, but the Plantagenets can take 
some comfort in the fact that no other dynasty 
managed to reign over England for so long. From 
Henry ll’s accession to the throne in 1154 until 
Richard Ill’s death in 1485, they ruled the land - 
and now Professor Robert Bartlett is telling the 
Plantagenet story. He begins, fittingly enough, with 
Henry II, looking at how he created an empire that 
took in much of France as well as England. But his 
legacy was threatened by his warring sons Richard 
and John, who at one point looked set to destroy 
the royal house. 


TUESDAY 
Shetland 
BBC1, 9pm 

Perez and his team work against the clock to 
catch the killer of Catherine, a young girl found 
dead on a beach. He is in a dream-like state of 
shock when seven-year-old Catriona Bruce’s 
body is discovered on a hill clutching a doll. The 
law enforcer thinks it’s the same doll he sees in ; 
photo at Magnus Bain’s house, so the recluse is 
taken in for questioning while a mob expresses 
its anger. Though he tries to get answers, Perez 
just gets a whining from the suspect, and just 
before he’s locked in a prison cell, Magnus 
lashes out. Douglas Henshall, Sophia Carr- 
Gomm and Brian Cox head the cast. 

Undercover Doctor: Cure Me, I’m Gay 
Channel 4,10pm 

Dr Christian Jessen is most famous for going 
about his medical business on Channel 
4 favourites Embarrassing Bodies 
and Supersize vs Superskinny, and 
until now his homosexuality has 
never been relevant to his media 
work. However, this one-off 
documentary investigates 
matters close to his heart, 
namely attitudes towards gay 
people, and sees Christian 
going undercover to investigate 
- and undertake - controversial 
gay ‘cures’, both here and over in 
America. The doc is shocked to 
discover that there are some 


people who believe homosexuality to be a 
disorder that needs curing, so he’s eager to 
prove or disprove their claims by offering himself 
up for the treatment. 

WEDNESDAY 

W1A 

BBC2,10pm 

When you have a sitcom as successful and 
critically acclaimed as Twenty Twelve, it seems 
only natural to carry on the saga, even if the 
event the key characters are plugging - the 
London Olympics - has come and gone. So the 
good news is Hugh Bonneville and Jessica 
Hynes are back for this new BBC-centric 
saga, and they are joined by Sarah 
Parish. In the first offering, accusations 
of anti-Cornish bias are levelled at the 
BBC, so Ian calls in Siobhan, of PR 
company Perfect Curve, to advise him. 
Meanwhile, producer Lucy 
Freeman chairs a meeting 
about pending show 
Britain’s Tastiest Village - 
a mash-up of Britain’s 
Got Talent, Countryfile 
and The One Show. 

THURSDAY 
Turks & Caicos 
BBC2, 9pm 

Typical, you wait 
three years for a 

sequel to the 
terrific BBC film 




Page Eight, and then two come along at once. 
Starring Bill Nighy as MI5 spy Johnny Worricker, 
Page Eight was shown to great acclaim in 2011, 
and now Turks and Caicos picks up where that 
left off. We find former analyst Worricker hiding 
out from MI5 in the West Indies, where an 
encounter with a CIA agent forces him into the 
company of some dubious American 
businessmen. As he learns more about the 
extent of their nefarious schemes, he ends up 
having to fight for his own survival as he 
uncovers links to the British prime minister. 
Christopher Walken, Helena Bonham Carter, 
Winona Ryder and Ralph Fiennes co-star. 

FRIDAY 

Sport Relief 2014 
BBC1, 7pm 

The brains behind this charity extravaganza have 
pulled off a coup that could turn Comic Relief’s 
Red Nose green with envy - it boasts the return 
of Only Fools and Horses after a 10-year 
absence from our screens. Del Boy (David 
Jason) and Rodney (Nicholas Lyndhurst) are 
reuniting for a one-off sketch, but if you’re 
wondering where exactly the sport comes in, 
they are joined by a special guest star - that’s 
right, David Beckham is heading to Peckham. 
The rest of the evening’s broadcast comes live 
from Queen Elizabeth Park, with Gary Lineker, 
David Walliams, Claudia Winkleman, Jack 
Whitehall, Fearne Cotton and Davina McCall 
(who has hopefully got her breath back after her 
strenuous fund-raising efforts last month) on 
presenting duties. 


And all because the Lady 
loves Electrical Goods... 


SALES - SPARES - REPAIRS 
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£139 Vacuums from £39 n Month 
£99 Spinners from £99 Gu ar^tm 

Monday - Friday 8.30am - 4.45pm • Saturday 9am - 4pm 
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A.A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

P7E7H 14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

West Midlands B63 4RG L - 

Tel: 0121 550 9800 • Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com 




FREE HOME VISITS 
0121 544 4788 


Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B69 4QX 
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Puzzler _ 

Brain Gym 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



1 

J 

2 

K 

3 

H 

4 

W 

5 

D 

6 

o 

7 

T 

8 

V 

9 

L 

10 

Q 

11 

Y 

12 

Z 

13 

S 

14 

E 

15 

16 

C 

B 

18 

M 

19 

G 

20 

A 

21 

U 

22 

P 

23 

R 

24 

X 

25 

N 

26 

F 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. The tide at noon 
makes a noise (10) 

7. Scent that starts a 
romance (5) 

8. One still too young 
to take certain 
steps (7) 

10. It’s not a close-up, 
you can bet on it! 
(4,4) 

11. It’s heavenly to 
play, but there are 
strings attached (4) 

13. A systematic way to 
mix things up (6) 

15. A girl distributes 
medals (6) 

17. Experts break the 
case (4) 

18. Held back, being 
shy (8) 

21. Serious Eastern 
muddle (7) 

22. Thick wooden seat 
in part (5) 

23. Anger badly out 
of place generally 
speaking (2,3,5) 


Down 

1. One way to kill a 
doctor now, perhaps 

(5) 

2. Strange patterns 
found in church (8) 

3. This idea will get 
you into no trouble 

( 6 ) 

4. Confidence trick¬ 
ster’s aim spells 
trouble (2-2) 

5. Learns nothing 
about a French city 

(7) 

6. Model tiara turns 
out to be fitting (6-4) 

9. Some steps that 
have to be sus¬ 
pended (4,6) 

12. Bush the French 
sell with hesitation 

( 8 ) 

14. Many in good time 
plainly seen (7) 

16. Such a surgeon 
knows his drill (6) 

19. Rendezvous put 
back in time un¬ 
eventfully (5) 

20. Incline to be thin? 

(4) 


1 I p [ p [ p I p" 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Individual (10) 

7. Ventilated (5) 

8. Exceptional (7) 

10. Appalled (8) 

11. Arena (4) 

13. Use (6) 

15. Road (6) 

17. Fall (4) 

18. Affluent (4-2-2) 

21. Certificate (7) 

22. Asserts (5) 

23. Descriptive proposal (10) 


Down 

1. Severs (5) 

2. Heater (8) 

3. Part of the foot (6) 

4. Accustomed (4) 

5. Stupid (7) 

6. Shrewd (4-6) 

9. Navigational beacon (10) 
12. Resolute (8) 

14. Thrive (7) 

16. Narrate (6) 

19. Signs (5) 

20. Pitch (4) 


Sudoku 
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8 
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4 

4 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 6 Niggard; 7 Admit; 9 Thy; 

10 Ephemeral; 12 Hunger march; 15 Painted 
lady; 17 Breakneck; 19 Gem; 21 Stale; 22 Log 
book. Down: 1 Sight; 2 Age; 3 Drop; 4 Idle 
hands; 5 Finance; 8 Petrol; 11 Turntable; 13 
Greens; 14 Narrate; 16 Depot; 18 Chop; 20 Ebb. 
QUICK - Across: 6 Disable; 7 Delay; 9 Lay; 10 
Incessant; 12 Philatelist; 15 Controversy; 17 
Flatterer; 19 Sly; 21 Feint; 22 Release. Down: 1 
Vital; 2 Ban; 3 Plan; 4 Senseless; 5 Sadness; 8 
Settle; 11 Whetstone; 13 Loosen; 14 Boulder; 16 
Clasp; 18 Even; 20 Bet. 



The best cleaners you have ever 
tried, or your money back! 

Put them to the test Australia's number 

See website for details g 

www.ozkleen.co.uk one cleaners 



lAIffi ftAf:! - — ■ - 

Great value coach holidays 




Bournemouth 

FULL BOARD . 

Springtime special! 

Four nights dinner, TWO FREE COACH TRIPS 

bed & breakfast plus . Poo i e Quay 
three lunches at the - ■ -* u 

Roundhouse Hotel 
MONDAYS 

24,31 Mar 


4 DAY TOURS FRI 21 Mar 


Torquay £99.95 

Eastbourne £99.95 

Weston-super-Mare £99.95 

Pontins, Brean Sands £79.95 

Sand Bay 1960’s Cabaret Special NOW £129.95 


5 DAY TOURS MON 24 Mar 


Blackpool £119.95 

Llandudno £129.95 

Folkestone b Eurotunnel to Bruges £129.95 

Isle of Wight £129.95 

Bournemouth £129.95 

Brighton 99p BAR SPECIAL!!! £179.95 

Eastbourne £119.95 

Southport, Scarisbrick Hotel NOW £169.95 

Pontins, Southport £119.95 

Sand Bay & Bath NOW £159.95 


4 DAY TOURS FRI 28 Mar 


Torquay 

Folkestone & Eurotunnel to Bruges 

Bournemouth 

Eastbourne 

Weston-s-Mare 

Pontins Brean Sands 



Llandudno, Snowdonia b Anglesey 




Grand/Whitehouse 
Hotel MONDAYS 

--COACHtrips 24 Mar, 21 Apr, 19 May, 

llanbe A ris S, betws-y- 9 - 30 Jun > 28 Jul - 

COED & CONWY 4,18 Aug, 1,15 Sep 


Europe from £129.95 ! _ traveli G HT 


• PLUS DUBLIN 

• RING OF KERRY 

• JERSEY. GUERNSEY 

• ISLE OF MAN 


• PARIS • DISNEYLAND • OSTEND • BRUGES 
. WW1 BATTLEFIELDS • COSTA BRAVA 

• LAKE GARDA • AUSTRIAN TYROL 

• AMSTERDAM • BRITTANY . SWITZERLAND 
Call for FREE BROCHURE or visit online 
travelstyletours.co.uk 


Call for brochure 0844 682 0081 

TraOelstyle 

miles more smiles 


Weekend Breaks 

from 

£59.95 

All coach travel & quality overnight 
dinner, bed b breakfast accommodation 


Chester 

& Liverpool 

22 Mar, 12, 26 Apr, 24 May 

Southport 

Ribble Valley Spells & Fells 

26 Apr, 24 May, 21 Jun, 19 Jul 

Anderton Boat Lift 

& Llangollen Steam & Cruise i 

17 May, 28 Jun, 12 Jul, 16 Aug 

Eight Lakes Spectacular 

High Peak & Southport_ 

30 May, 25 Jul, 29 Aug |2 fori bar! 


Longleat Safari 

Jungle Cruise & Bath 

19 Apr, 17 May 21 Jun, 26 Jul 




Liverpool's Cavern Clu^ 

Mersey Cruise & C hester 

28 Mar, 30 May, 27 Jun 2 far 1 bar! 


mlSm 

aSEEa 


Making of Harry Pottei^ 

Warner Bros Studio & Science Museui 

26 Apr, 14 Jun, 19 Jul, 16 Aug 


Also available ^ 

LION KING 

LIVERPOOL 

MISS SAIGON 
LONDON 

WELSH HIGHLAND 
STEAM 6 CAERNARFON 

7,28 Jun 2 days 

14 Jun, 12 Jul 2 days 

28 Mar, 30 May 3 days 

WARNER STUDIOS 

& SCIENCE MUSEUM 

BATH & WYE VALLEY 
WINE TASTING 

MAMMA MIA 

IN BLACKPOOL 

26 Apr, 14 Jun 2 days 

imm 

12 Apr, 14 Jun 2 days 

28 Jun, 26 Jul 2 days 

R-kJHl 

EASTBOURNE 
& BRIGHTON 

SINGIN'INTHERAIN 

LIVERPOOL 

CARDIFF 

CITY TOUR 

22 Mar, 12 Apr 2 days 

E4J31 

3 May 2 days 

18 Apr, 23 May 4 days 



• Miss Saigon • Bodyguard 

• Phantom • Wicked • Jersey Boys 

• Let It Be • War Horse • Mamma Mia • Lion King 

• Billy Elliot • Matilda • We Will Rock You • Les Mis 

• Riverdance • Evita • I Can’t Sing • Commitments 


5 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £229 


SUNDAY 25th MAY 


Loch Achray Hotel Loch Lomond National Park 


STB-**"* 


SCOTTISH GRAND 


A special 5 day coach 
holiday staying at our 
Loch Achray Hotel, 
including three visits 
with Royal connection 
- a chance to view the 
elegance of the former 
Royal Yacht Britannia; A 
cruise along the beautiful 
Loch Lomond where 
Queen Victoria once 
visited, Glamis Castle the 
childhood home of the 
late Queen Mother. 


TOUR INCLUDES: 


•4 Nights Half Board 
. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 


PICKUP FROM: 


Birmingham, 
Smethwick, 
West Bromwich, 
Dudley, 

Wolverhampton, 

Walsall 


LOCHS 

VWy ^^1 C Holidays are fully bonded. 

^ School Road, Gartocharn, 

HOLIDAYS G83 8RW 

wwwLOCHS.COM 01389 713713 




For most visitors the highlight will be a full day’s game drive 
that brings the chance to see the sweeping savannah and 
muddy waterholes lined with animals, and to marvel at the 
incredible 150 mammal and 500 bird species that live in the 
Kruger National Park, including the ‘big five’: elephant, lion, 
rhino, leopard and buffalo. Rooms are reserved at the 
three-star superior Hippo Hollow Country Estate, located in 
the midst of lush forest on the banks of the Sabie River. It’s 
open-air terrace overlooks the grounds and river, so watch 
out for the hippos! 

Those interested in history will be intrigued by the visit to 
Zululand, passing through Swaziland en route, to reach the 
haunting battlefields of Islandlwana and Rorke’s Drift. In 
1879 these two battles, just a day apart, became a defining 
moment for the British Empire and the specialist Zulu guide 
will make those desperate encounters come alive. 

A well-organised schedule of tours combined with free time 
in Cape Town, Johannesburg, in Knysna on the coast and 
at the Kruger National Park means everyone will experience 
the very heart of South Africa on this 16-day adventure. 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


16 days FROM £1,999* 

Various departure dates_ 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

•Return scheduled flights 
•13 nights accommodation on a bed 
and breakfast basis 
•Three dinners, two lunches 
•Visits to the Johannesburg Apartheid 
museum, Blyde River canyon, Kirstenbosch 
Botanical Gardens 
•Full day Kruger safari 

•Tours of Zulu battlefields, Featherbed Nature 
Reserve, Cape Point 
•Whale-watching (depends on season) 

•Winelands tour including wine tasting 
•Services of a Riviera tour manager 
•Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

* varies according to departure date - please go to 
website for the latest availability and prices 


South Africa is a country five times the size of 
Britain and it has so much to offer the visitor, 
including breath-taking wildlife, stunning 
scenery, a huge sense of history, bustling 
cities plus first class food and wine. 


The holiday includes 13 nights bed and breakfast 
accommodation in specially selected three and four-star 
hotels, three evening meals and a variety of stunning 
excursions. 


For a brochure call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 


or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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fProperty 


Family home with stunning 
views towards golf course 



A FOUR-BEDROOMED detached home in 
Hartsbourne Drive, Halesowen, has stunning 
views over Leasowes Park towards Halesowen 
Golf Club. It is for sale through Taylors estate 
agent at £349,950. 

Standing at the head of a cul-de-sac it also has 
a rear garden and landscaped front garden with 
a double-width driveway. 

Accommodation comprises a double-glazed 
porch, entrance hall, cloakroom with a WC, a 
well-proportioned lounge with feature fireplace 
in a stone surround, a delightful and spacious 
double-glazed conservatory with underfloor 
heating, carpeting and garden views, dining 
room, spacious kitchen with units and contrast¬ 
ing work surfaces, an integral oven, hob, fridge 
and two dishwashers and French doors to rear 
garden. There is a utility, four double bedrooms, 
(one with en suite), a house bathroom with a cor¬ 
ner bath, double garage with electric doors. 

Contact Taylors’ Halesowen branch on 0121 
550 3978 or visit www.taylors-estateagents.co.uk 




Three-storey barn 
conversion in village 

A RARE example of a three-sto¬ 
rey period barn conversion in an 
enviable village location is on sale 
with estate agent Peter James. 

The property at The Courtyard, Back 
Lane, Ackleton, has a lounge, fabulous 
beamed dining room, kitchen, separate 
utility, four bedrooms and two bath/shower 
rooms with brand new suites. There is a 
large garden, oil-fired central heating, ga¬ 
rage and parking for two cars. There is an 
130ft south-facing rear garden. The barn 
conversion has timber double-glazed win¬ 
dows and exposed rafters. On the market 
for £325,000, this home is part of an exclu¬ 
sive development of barns belonging to Ack¬ 
leton Manor. Call 01902 754777 . 



humberstones 


homes 


0121 678 7788 

www.humberstoneshomes.co.uk 


ROSS, ROWLEY REGIS 



MODERN 5 DOUBLE bed DETACHED home with DOUBLE 
GARAGE & driveway. 21ft lounge, separate dining 
room/study & 16ft FITTED dining kitchen. D/S WC & 
utility room. Master bedroom with DRESSING AREA & 
en-suite shower room. 4 further bedrooms & 2 further 
bathrooms. UPVC DG & GCH fitted. Lawn rear garden 
with westerly aspect. EPC rating: C Ref: D1390 
£299,950 Ref: D1390 



EXTENDED home in CUL-DE-SAC location & having 
LARGE lawn rear garden. 21ft lounge, separate dining 
room & CONSERVATORY. Fitted kitchen & D/S shower 
room/utility. REFITTED family bathroom & 3 LARGE 
bedrooms on 1st floor. 2 FURTHER bedrooms on 2nd 
floor. GARAGE & driveway to front. UPVC DG & GCH 
fitted. EPC rating: D Ref: D1358 

£235,000 Ref: D1358 



IMMACULATE & EXTENDED double fronted home in 
tree lined road. 16ft lounge & 10ft dining area leading 
to REFITTED kitchen. Separate utility room, d/s WC & 
STUDY/playroom. REFITTED bathroom & 3 bedrooms. 
Garage & gated driveway to the front. Lawn rear 
garden, UPVC DG & gas central heating. EPC rating: 
E Ref: D1416 

£214,950 Ref: D1416 



EXTENDED home in popular tree lined cul-de-sac. 
EXTENDED LOUNGE & KITCHEN, Dining room, UTILITY 
& DWC. 3rd reception currently used as BEDROOM 
4. 3 principal bedrooms & bathroom on 1st floor, 
block paved driveway, rear garden with SOUTHERLY 
ASPECT. Majority Upvc dbg & gas ch,VERSATILE 
ACCOMMODATION - POTENTIAL FOR D/S SHOWER 
ROOM & ANNEXE. EPC Rating: E - Ref: D1411 
£199,950 Ref: D1411 


a it 

■ tl.n 



Terraced home BENEFITING FROM IMPROVEMENTS 
with PARKING to front & gardens to rear. 3 LARGE 
bedrooms & bathroom on 1st floor. 26ft lounge diner and 
15ft9 fitted kitchen. UPVC double glazing & gas central 
heating. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC rating: D - Ref: D1260 
£164,950 Ref: D1260 


BISSELL STREET, QUINTON ■ WEDGEWOOD ROAD, QUINTON ■WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD, OLDBURY 



NO UPWARD CHAIN - Superbly presented & SPACIOUS 
semi with CHARACTER FEATURES, two reception rooms, 
kitchen & delightful d/s bathroom. 3 double bedrooms 
on 1st floor. Large loft room (ideal for conversion - 
subject to planning). Charming cottage style garden 
to rear, UPVC D/G & GCH, INTERNAL INSPECTION 
ESSENTIAL - EPC rating E. Ref: D1344 

£149,995 Ref: D1344 



NO UPWARD CHAIN - WELL PRESENTED semi-detached 
home with gravelled frontage. LARGE 20FT kitchen 
diner to rear & lounge to front. 3 GOOD SIZE bedrooms 
& bathroom with white suite on 1st floor. BIG lawn rear 
garden. Majority UPVC DG & gas central heating fitted. 
EPC rating: Ref: D1393 

£124,950 Ref: D1393 



IN NEED OF MODERNISATION - Traditional semi¬ 
detached home with GARAGE to rear. NO UPWARD 
CHAIN. 2 reception rooms & kitchen. Side veranda & 
downstairs WC. 3 bedrooms & family bathroom. EPC 
rating: E Ref: D1412 

£119,950 Ref: D1412 


SOMMERFIELD RD, BARTLEY GRN ■ LARKSPUR COURT, HALESOWEN ■ SIMMONS DRIVE, QUINTON 



Terraced home with DRIVEWAY/PARKING to the front. 
16ft lounge to rear & spacious kitchen diner to front. 3 
bedrooms & family bathroom on 1st floor. Gas central 
heating & UPVC double glazing fitted. EPC rating: C 
Ref: D1418 

£99,950 Ref: D1418 



Modern RETIREMENT apartment on the 2nd floor with 
LIFT ACCESS. 13ft lounge & 10ft kitchen. 2 DOUBLE 
bedrooms (1 could be used as a dining room) & 
bathroom. UPVC double glazing & gas central heating 
fitted. Car park to front. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC rating: 
C Ref: D1361 

£99,950 Ref: D1361 



LARGE terraced home with DRIVEWAY to front. 16ft 
lounge to rear & 15ft kitchen diner to front. Benefits 
from a downstairs WC. 2 DOUBLE bedrooms & REFITTED 
shower room. UPVC double glazing & warm air central 
heating. Rear garden having SOUTHERLY aspect. EPC 
rating: D Ref: D1410 

£94,950 Ref: D1410 



IN NEED OF REFURBISHMENT - Spacious terraced home 
with DRIVEWAY to front & NO UPWARD CHAIN. Kitchen 
diner, lounge & CONSERVATORY. 3 bedrooms & family 

bathroom. Garden to rear. EPC rating: Ref: D1414 
£89,950 Ref: D1414 



NARROW LANE, HALESOWEN 



EXTENDED & well presented DETACHED home with 
driveway & GARAGE. 14ft lounge & 19ft kitchen diner. 
ALSO a 2nd lounge & study. Having UPVC conservatory, 
utility room & d/s WC. REFITTED family bathroom & 3 
bedrooms. UPVC DG & gas central heating. Lawn rear 
garden with patio area. EPC rating: D Ref: D1400 
£199,950 Ref: D1400 



IMMACULATE & spacious terraced home found in end of 
CUL-DE-SAC position. 14ft lounge diner & 10ft kitchen. 
REFITTED bathroom & 2 LARGE bedrooms. ALLOCATED 
parking to front. Lawn garden to rear. UPVC DG & gas 
central heating fitted. EPC rating: C Ref: D1417 
£109,950 Ref: D1417 



WELL PRESENTED 1st floor apartment with GARDEN 
TO REAR overlooking Woodgate Country Park. Having 
over 100 years left on lease. REFITTED kitchen area & 
21ft lounge area. REFITTED bathroom & large double 
bedroom. DOUBLE GLAZING & warm air central heating 
fitted. EPC rating: E Ref: D1413 

£69,950 Ref: D1413 


Residential Sales & Lettings 
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Hicks Hadley o^Tfe^ 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



BRIERLEY HILL, Stockwell Avenue£625 pcm+Fees 
Early viewing is essential for this 3 bedroom semi-detached 
home in a popular location with accommodation comprising: 
entrance hall, lounge, dining room, new fitted kitchen, 3 
bedrooms, re-fitted bathroom, off road parking and front and 
rear 


BARTLEY GREEN, Hunnington Close£600 pcm+Fees 
Modern 3 bedroom mid-terrace house in quiet cul-de-sac, 
close to shops and transport. Large lounge with feature 
fireplace, fully fitted kitchen with appliances, private rear 
mature garden, 2 doubles and 1 single bedroom, white 
bathroonuAdti^MtatjmKUhowei^amg^r^lo^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Middlefield Gardens£595 pcm+Fees 
First floor apartment in Hurst Green. Set within well 
maintained gardens, this apartment features a large lounge, 2 
double and 1 single bedroom, fitted kitchen with applicances, 
house bathroom with shower, gas central heating, double 
glazing, parking area and communual gardens. Available 
now. 



HALESOWEN, Holt Road £595 pcm+Fees 

A nicely presented refurbished end terraced home, close to 
local shops. Featuring 3 bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted 
kitchen with white goods, bathroom with shower, double 
glazing, gas central heating, front and rear gardens, driveway 
and aarageamfumishe^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Brett Young Close£570 pcm+Fees 

An impressive 1st floor apartment within walking distance 
to Halesowen Town Centre. Comprising 2 double bedrooms, 
master bedroom with en-suite, spacious lounge with a leather 
sofa, contemporary kitchen, house bathroom with shower, 
aNoca^^arkin^Welhjvortindewin^PC^^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Cavalier Drive£550 pcm+Fees 

This beautifully presented and well looked after furnished 
1st floor apartment is centrally located to Halesowen, within 
easy reach of the town centre and local bus station featuring 2 
bedrooms, large lounge with access to your own balcony, fitted 
kitchen, bathroom with shower, electric heating, double glazing, 
allocatedjaddn^gac^oi^n^ai^nus^e^ragert^PC^ 




OLDSWINFORD Hall Street £550 pcm+Fees 

A quaint mid-terraced house, close to local shops and 
transport links, comprising of 1 double bedroom, 1 single 
bedroom, fitted kitchen with white goods, downstairs 
bathroom with shower, spacious lounge, small rear garden, 
double jjazmg^a^entraHieating^rma^addn^PC^ 


NETHERTON, Purlin Wharf £550 pcm+Fees 

A very presentable, unfurnished 1st floor apartment on this 
popular development, over looking the canal. Featuring 2 
double bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted kitchen with fridge 
freezer, master bedroom with en-suite, family bathroom with 
hair wash shower only, double glazing, electric heating, 1 
allocated pah<in^sgac^^/iewin^Tighl^^commende^^PC^~ 


fiili 



HALESOWEN, Malt Mill Lane£530 pcm+Fees 

A superb fully re-furbished traditional terraced house. Within 
easy reach of Blackheath and a short drive from Halesowen 
and the M5. This home features 2 large reception rooms, 
modern fitted kitchen, downstairs bathroom with shower, 2 
double bedrooms, gas central heating, double glazing. A must 



HALESOWEN, Beaumont Road£525 pcm+FeesI 

2 MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE! Ideally located in Blackheath for local amenities, I 
train station and the M5. This large 2 double bedroom end terraced house features! 
2 reception rooms with 1 reception having slate flooring and a working wood I 
burner, fitted kitchen, utility room with washing machine, 2 double bedrooms,! 
upstairs bathroom, court yard rear garden, on road parking and off road parking I 
available foi^^ai^lu^arag^accesse^roiT^liftor^oad^PC^^^^ 



QUINTON, Lapal Manor Court£525 pcm+Fees| 

An unfurnished ground floor apartment briefly comprising;! 
living room/fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with! 
shower. Benefits include gas central heating, secure allocated I 
parkm^deaNocatior^oMiotorwa^cces^PC^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Peckingham Street£525 pcm+Fees 
Wonderfully refurbished with original features maintained and 
fantastic convenience centre of town. Ring us now to view 
this lovely light, airy apartment, modern kitchen with new 
appliances and useful utility room. With 2 double bedrooms, 
this is a must see exceptional apartment. EPC: TBC 



CRADLEY HEATH, Coppice Road£485 pcm+Fees! 

A 2 bedroom semi-detached house recently fully refurbished! 
n the Timbertree Estate. This house comprises of a front! 
reception room, spacious rear lounge, fitted kitchen, house! 
bathroom with shower, gas central heating, double glazing,| 
frordan^eayai^ens^rma^arldn^PC^^^^ 



TIPTON, Anchor Drive £475 pcm+FeesI 

Modern and comfortable living. A 3rd floor apartment! 
within easy access to Dudley, Tipton and the M5. Featuring! 
2 double bedrooms, modern kitchen, white bathroom suite! 
with shower, spacious lounge with patio doors opening to al 
iuliet balcony, electric heating, double glazing, garage. EPC: Cf 



CRADLEY HEATH, Mill Road£475 pcm+Fees 

Located on this very popular Timbertree Estate and ideally 
situated for local schools and transport links. Comprising 1 
double and 2 single bedrooms, 2 reception rooms, modern 
kitchen, house bathroom with shower, tiered rear garden. On 




OLDBURY, Arden Grove £475 pcm+Fees 

1st floor modern apartment occupying the whole of the top 
floor. Within walking distance of Langley High St, train/bus 
links and J2 of the M5. This immaculate property features 
a spacious lounge, recently refitted kitchen, bathroom with 
shower, 1 double bedroom. Private garden and driveway 
parking. EPC: C 


BRIERLEY HILL, Norwood Road£450 pcm+Fees! 
An unfurnished end terraced house, close to local shops and! 
not far from Merry Hill Shopping Centre. This large house! 
features a lovely living room, fitted kitchen, downstairs! 
bathroom with shower, 2 double bedrooms, gas central! 
heating, double glazing, rear garden, on road parking.[ 
Additional fees will apply. EPC: E 


LYE, High Street £400 pcm+Fees 

Fully refurbished in the centre of Lye. This large and spacious 
1st floor apartment has a lovely lounge with a feature bay 
window, 2 good size bedrooms, new bathroom suite but nr 
shower, modern and contempary kitchen with oven and hob, 
electric heating, double glazing, on road parking. EPC: F 



u»l 


HALESOWEN, Apperley Way£395 pcm+Fees 

Available is this unfurnished 1st floor apartment which is well 
presented throughout, within walking distance to Cradley 
Heath train station, featuring a modern fitted kitchen, light 
and airy lounge, bathroom with shower, 1 bedroom with built 
in ward | robe^ommuna^r^inr^re^PC^^^ M 


CRADLEY HEATH, Trinity Street£375 pcm+Fees 
House share in a large Victorian semi-detached home. Large 
furnished double bedroom available in this lovely period 
house. Kitchen, bathroom and large lounge are all shared 
facilities.Wi-fi broadband. Rent to include all bills. 2 people 
shari^wiin^lOt^icnmtr^vailabl^Tik^TTarel^PC^ 


DUDLEY, Austin House £375 pcm+Fees 

Modern re-furbished ground floor flat available, communal 
entrance, open plan lounge with kitchen, double bedroom and 
shower room. Electric storage heaters, newly fitted carpet, 
property alarmed, allocated parking, security light. EPC: D 


Character home with 
views of the Arboretum 



A SIX-BEDROOMED tradi¬ 
tional character home in Vic¬ 
toria Terrace, Walsall, has 
impressive accommodation, 
original features and views 
over The Arboretum. 

It is for sale via Bairstow Eves at 
offers over £340,000. No chain. It in¬ 
cludes entrance hallway, reception 
room one with feature fireplace and 
bay window, two further reception 
rooms. There is also a shower room, 
breakfast kitchen,office/playroom and 
a cellar. On the first floor is a master 
bedroom with bathroom, four further 
bedrooms and staircase to bedroom 
six. Contact Barstow Eves on 01922 
430925, visit www.bairstoweves.co.uk 




Forthcoming Cottons 
Auction 


CHAITSMO fUAVfTOM 


Thursday 10th April 2014 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Selling 
^ by Auction? 

Call for your 
No Obligation 
Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 
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LOVEYOUR T 

POSTCODE 

your estate agent 


Ours is a different kind of estate agency 

Call today to arrange your free market appraisal 

“Voted a top 1% UK Estate Agent for customer service in 2013” 

★ ★★★★ 


Silvertrees Road Tipton 


Beauchamp Avenue Handsworth St Augustus Close West Bromwich 


Anchor Crescent Hockley 


Penncricket Lane Oldbury 


Greenwood Avenue Oldbury 


Wiltshire Way West Bromwich 



• Four Bedroom Modern Detached 

• Nicely Fitted Kitchen 

• Seperate Lounge & Dining Area 

• EPC Rating D 

£189,950 


• Semi Detached Three Bedroom Home 

• Spacious Ground Floor Living Area 

• Downstairs Shower Room 

• EPC Rating D 

£187,500 


• Detached Four Bedroom Residence 

• Undisturbed views of Sandwell Valley Park 

• Exceptional Family Living Areas 

• EPC Rating D 

£280,000 


• Terraced Four Bedroom Town House 

• Two Spacious Reception Rooms 

• Close Proximity Of Birmingham City Centre 

• EPC Rating C 

£165,000 


• Newly Refurbished Two Bed Terrace Home 

• Newly Fitted Kitchen With Built In Appliances 
•Two Spacious Reception Rooms 

• EPC Rating C 


• Three Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Driveway to fit up to two cars 

• New modern kitchen 

• EPC Rating D 

£107,950 


• Three Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Living Room & Dining Area 

• Front Driveway & Rear Garden 

• EPC Rating D 

£107,950 



• Three Bedroom Semi Detached Townhouse 

• Ground Floor Kitchen and Diner 

• Garage and Driveway 

• EPC Rating D 

£170,000 


Dagger Lane West Bromwich 


• Fantastic Three Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Modern Kitchen 

• Featured Original Brick Fire Place 

• EPC Rating: D 

£169,950 


Thorncroft Way Walsall 


• Three Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Extended Reception Room 

• Garage and Driveway 

• EPC Rating D 


• Three Bedroom Semi Detached Home 

• Corner Plot Located in Cul De Sac 

• Impressive Open Plan Kitchen 

• EPC Rating TBC 


• Three Bedroom Terraced Residence 

• Extremely Spacious Living Quarters 

• Extended Kitchen and Breakfast Bar 

• EPC Rating: D 

£124,950 



• Four Bedroom Semi-Detached Home 

• Two Lovely Reception Rooms 

• Extended Fully Equipped Kitchen 

• EPC Rating D 

£249,950 


• Impressive Detached Four Bedroom Home 

• Well Appointed Ground Floor Living Areas 

• Garage and Driveway 

• EPC Rating C 

£ 220,000 




\ RATED 
I ESTATE 
A% AGENT 

FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE 

IN ENGLAND 

•VciwJtcp UK* b*g«t customer 
fcr rtv prTp*r\ Indtany 

2oop*3 .. 


• Top Floor Two Bedroom Apartment 

• Very Well Presented 

• Master Bedroom with Ensuite 

• EPC Rating: C 

£119,950 

Newcomen Drive Tipton 


• Mid Terraced Three Bedroom House 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Downstairs Bathroom 

• EPC Rating - TBC 


Kyngston Road West Bromwich 




• New Build Detached Four Bedroom 

• Well Maintained Rear Garden 

• Two Goodsized Reception Rooms 

• EPC Rating C 

£169,950 


• Three Bedroom Semi Detached Residence 

• Fully Equipped Modest Kitchen 

• Consevatory And Garage To Rear 

• EPC Rating D 

£149,500 


*0T«o« 


«*p* n * ,c * 



• Detached Four Bedroom Family Home 

• Extended To the Rear 

• Garage & Large Driveway 

• EPC Rating D 

£194,950 

William Kerr Road Tipton 


• Modern Three Bedroom Town House 

• Garage and Driveway 

• Impressive Living Space 

• EPC Rating B 

£184,950 

Edwin Phillips WBrom 



Detached Three Bedroom Residence 
Modern Living and Dining Area 
Easy to Maintain Rear Garden 
EPC Rating C 

£139,950 


• Two Bedroom Modern Terrace Home 

• No Upward Chain 

• Beautiful Modern Fitted Kitchen 

• EPC Rating B 

£99,950 



• Detached Four Bedroom Residence 

• Impressive Space 

• Four Double Bedrooms 

• EPC Rating E 

£1695 Fees Apply* 


• Beautiful Three Bedroom Detached House 

• Private Driveway 

• Garage To Side of House 

• EPC Rating D 

£700 -4 Fees Apply* 


Caversham Place Sutton Coldfield Sandwell Road Handsworth Wood 


• Three Bedroom semi-detached home 

• Large extended modern kitchen 

• Seperate Shower and Jacuzzi 

• Fabulous rear and front garden 

£600 fees apply* 
Well Street City Centre 


• Semi Detached Three Bedroom Property 

• Driveway with Garage and front lawn 

• Three good-sized bedrooms 

• Spacious landscaped garden 

£595 + Fees Apply* 

Selwyn Road Edgbaston 


• Modern Build Three Bedroom House 

• Modern Kitchen/Diner 

• Landscaped Enclosed Rear Garden 

• EPC Rating C 

£560 -4 Fees Apply* 

Inverclyde Road Handsworth 


• Two Bedroom Terraced Residence 

• Extended To the Rear 

• Elongated Rear Garden 

• Two Reception Rooms 

£500 i Fees Apply* 
Tividale Street Tividale 


• Secluded Three Bedroom semi-detach 

• Fully fitted kitchen 

• Spacious lounge 

• EPC Rating C 

£475 Fees Apply* 
Princes Road Tividale 



• Beautiful Three Bedroom Town House 

• Magnificent Fully Equipped Kitchen 

• Situated Over Four Floors 

• EPC Rating C 

£1100 Fees Apply 


• Six Bedroom Town House 

• Beutiful Maintained Rear Garden 

• CCTV System 

• EPC Rating C 

£895 Fees Apply* 


• Brand New Two Bedroom Apartment 

• Fully Furnished 

• Attention to Detail Fixtures and Fittings 

• Top Floor Apartment (3rd) 

£850 Fees Apply* 


• Three Bedroom Residence 

• Dining and Living Room 

• Garage and Driveway 

• EPC Rating F 

£795 l Fees Apply* 


• Attractive Four Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Large Kitchen and Diner 

• Large Rear Garden 

• EPC Rating: E 

£725 Fees Apply* 


• Three Bedroom Semi-Detached Home 

• Spacious lounge with French Doors 

• Fitted Modern kitchen 

• EPc Rating C 

£600 Fees Apply* 


• Three Bedroom Semi Detached Residance 

• Large Kitchen Area 

• Three Double Bedrooms 

• EPC Rating D 

£550 Fees Apply* 



• Two/Three Bedroom Bungalow 

• Gas Central Heating 

• UPVC Double Glazing 

• Partly Furnished Property 

£525 i Fees Apply* 


• Three Bedroom Mid Terraced Residance 

• Two Spacious Reception Rooms 

• Elongated Rear Garden 

• Neutrally Decorated Throughout 

£475 Fees Apply* 


LANDLORDS USE THE MOST INFLUENTIAL 
ESTATE AGENT IN HALESOWEN 

YOUR PROPERTY RENTED WITHIN 10 DAYS OR WE WAIVE OUR fEES 
GUARANTEED RENT FOR 6.12 OR 24 MONTHS* 

WE HAVE PLACED OVER 10OQ PROFESSIONAL WORKING CLASS 

FAMILIES IN GREAT HOMES SINCE 2009 _, 



• Three Bedroom Terraced Residence 

• Modern Kitchen/Diner 

• Landscaped Rear Garden 

• Driveway and Front Porch Area. 

£500 Fees Apply* 


• Wonderful Two bedroom Flat 

• Spacious Open Plan Kitchen/Lounge 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Off road parking 

£450 Fees Apply* 


0121 525 9090 westbromwich@wlyp.co.uk 

101 High Street, West Bromwich, B70 6NZ 

0121 285 5005 birmingham@wlyp.co.uk 

157D Warstone Lane, Birmingham, B18 6NZ 


0121 544 9595 oldbury@wlyp.co.uk 

86 Birmingham Street, Oldbury, B69 4EB 

01922 214500 walsall@wlyp.co.uk 



Zooplo 


f 
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□ PR Marketing and Design by: 

design somebhing.co.uk 









































Page 30 Halesowen Chronicle, Thursday, March 13, 2014 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


("Property 


Detached house is in a 
cul-de-sac near to park 



A LARGE four-bedroomed detached 
home in Sefton Drive, Rowley Regis, 
is in an cul-de-sac close to Warrens 
Hall Country Park. 

It is for sale through Hicks Hadley at 
£285,000. 

It has reception hall, large lounge, dining 
room, re-fitted kitchen with utility off, conserva¬ 
tory, study and downstairs cloakroom. 

En suite 

The first floor has four bedrooms (master with 
en suite) and a refitted shower room. 

The property also has gardens, gas central 
heating, double glazing and a double garage. 

The entrance hall has polished hardwood floor¬ 
ing. 

Contact Hicks Hadley on 0121 585 6667 or 
visit www.hickshadley.com 




Family home has 
four bedrooms 

SET back from the road with a ga¬ 
rage and driveway, this substan¬ 
tial four-bedroom family home in 
Dagger Lane, West Bromwich is 
situated within a very sought af¬ 
ter residential area. 

It provides impressive living space, a ful¬ 
ly-equipped kitchen, extension, parking and 
a substantial south-facing garden. 

With an asking price of £249,950, it com¬ 
prises a reception room, secondary living 
room, separate WC, four bedrooms with one 
en suite, family bathroom and hallway. The 
rear garden is enclosed with a patio area, 
fish pond and lawn. There is a garage. 

Call WLYP on 0121 544 9595. 



O 


YOUR MOVE 


The UK’s most visited estate agency website* 

www.your-move.co.uk 


_OLDBURY, MANOR ROAD, 



_„as fired central heating system. The accommodation briefly 

comprises enclosed porch, hallway, lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen, 
landing, three bedrooms and family bathroom. Externally the properly has 
an extensive driveway, integral garage and rear garden. EPC ratings D. 

£220,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 


doakrxm'/WC. lounge, dining room, EtcfienXeakfasf room, conservatory, first floor 
landing, four bedrooms [en-suite snower room/WC to master bedroom) and family bathroom/ 
WC Externally there are gardens to the front and rear, driveway and an integral garage. 
Double glazing, gas central heating system and no upward chain. EPC rating is Grade C 

£249,950 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 



property benefits from double glazing and the accommodation briefly comprises 
lounge, spacious dining kitchen, three bedrooms and bathroom. Externally the 
property benefits a corner plot providing gardens to three sides, a driveway 
and a detached garage. Viewing is highly recommended. EPC rating is grade D 

£140,000 QUINTON @0121 421 7766 


---- terrace property whicnT__ 

a aas fired central heating system. The accommodation 
briefly comprises lounge, dining room, kitchen, ground floor 
batnroom, landing, three first floor bedrooms and outside 
the property has a garden to the rear. EPC rating is Grade E 

£89,950 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 


property has a driveway and a rear garden. EPC rating is Grade C. 

£ 125,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 


OLDBURY, OAK ROAD, 


A traditional bay fronted link detached residence which benefits from a 
gas fired central heating system and double glazing. The accommodation 
comprises enclosed porch, hallway, two reception rooms, fitted kitchen, 


comprises enclosed porch, hallway, two receptionro_,_, 

landing, three bedrooms and family bathroom. Outside the property has 
driveway, side garage and rear garden. EPC rating is grade C 


£199,950 


- -terraced property wf...— ---.. 

The properly benefits from double glazing and the accommodation briefly 
comprises entrance porch, hallway, doakroom/WC, lounge, kitchen/ 
diner, landing, three bedrooms and bathroom. Externally the property has 
gardens to the front and rear. EPC rating is Grade D 

£99,950 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 


heating system and double glazing. The accommodation briefly comprises hallway, 
shower room, fitted kitchen, lounge/dining room, veranda, doakroom/WC, utility 
room, landing, three bedrooms and bathroom. Externally mere are gardens to the 
front and rear, driveway and garage and large side plot. EPC rating is grade D. 

£1 50,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 


bungalow which briefly comprises entrance hallway, lounge, kitchen, 
two bedrooms and bathroom. Externally there is a garden to the rear 
and a driveway. The property benefits from double glazing as stated 
and gas central heating system. EPC rating is grade C 

£125,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 



QUINTON @0121 421 7766 


An imposing three bedroom semi detached property which benefit: 

from gasfired central heating system ana double glazing. The 
accommodation briefly comprises hallway, lounge, dining kitchen, 
cloakroom/WC. landing, three bedrooms and bathroom. External!} 
there are gardens, driveway and garage. EPC rating is Grade E 

£160,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 


glazing and a gas fired central heating system. The 
accommodation briefly comprises hallway, lounge, dining kitchen acommodation comprises; lounge, dining room, kitchen, 
doakroom/WC, landing, three bedrooms and bathroom.TExternaJly f our bedrooms and Bathroom. Outside the property has 

front and rear gardens. EPC rating is Grade D. 

£125,000 QUINTON @0121 421 7766 


_____....~. v ._|_-.entrance 

lounge, kitchen, conservatory, three bedrooms and 
bathroom. EPC rating is Grade E 


£120,000 


QUINTON ©0121 421 7766 



£189,950 QUINTON @0121 421 7766 



An immaculate bay fronted semi detached house. 
Spacious accommodation throughout including a lounge, 
kitchen/diner, three bedrooms and shower room. 
Externally there is a block paved driveway, large rear 
garden and detached garage. EPC rating awaited 

£167,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 



accommodation briefly comprises entrance hall, hallway, 
cloakroom/WC, kitchen/diner, lounge, landing, three 
bedrooms and family bathroom. Outside there is a 
driveway, garage and a rear garden. EPC rating is grade D. 

£ 100,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 




comprises entrance hall, cloakroom/ wt, lounge, tittea 
kitchen, conservatory, landing, three bedrooms and 
shower room. Outside the property has front and rear 
gardens, driveway and garage. EPC rating is grade C. 

£190,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 


£355,000 


orcn, hallway, 
le bedrooms, 
EPC rating is 

QUINTON ©0121 421 7766 



--of terrace properly. The 

accommodation briefly comprises enclosed pore.., 
hallway, lounge, kitchen/diner, landing, three bedrooms 
and bathroom. Outside the properly has front and rear 
gardens. EPC rating is grade D 

£90,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 


sales lettings mortgages 


Quinton 

536 Hagley Road West, B68 OBZ 


10121 4217766 
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Sales & Lettings 

Halesowen 0121 6964053 
Dudley 01384 849067 


Dixons 

Estate Agents 


DoingMore., 


Manson Drive, Cradley Heath 


Belbroughton Road, Halesowen 

rm 



£ 200,000 


A four bedroom modern detached property 
comprising ground floor lounge, separate dining 
room, kitchen/diner, utility and WC. Halesowen. 


Offers Over£ 180,000 


This four bedroom town house situated on a well 
established residential estate comprises kitchen 
breakfast room, conservatory and lounge. 


Best Street, Cradley Heath 


A four bedroom semi detached house comprising 
lounge/diner, kitchen,WC, drive/carport, front and 
rear gardens. 

Hereford Road, Dudley 


This traditional mid terraced property offers the 
following accommodation lounge, three bedrooms 
and rear garden. Halesowen. 


Ivanhoe Street, Dudley 


Offers 0ver£90,000 


Semi detached two bedroom property briefly 
comprising lounge, kitchen/diner, conservatory, 
downstairs WC, gardens and driveway. 


Offers 0ver£80,000 


Mid terraced three bedroom property briefly 
comprising lounge, dining room, kitchen, downstairs 
WC, upstairs bathroom and rear garden. 


PleasentView, Dudley 


s' -a 


Kiers Bridge Close,Tipton 





£60,000 


First floor one bedroom flat offering entrance hallway, 
lounge, kitchen, bedroom, bathroom and communal 
gardens. 


£ 100,000 


Mid terraced two bedroom property briefly 
comprising entrance hall, lounge, kitchen/diner, 
bathroom, rear garden and allocated parking. 


Glendale Close, Halesowen 



£140,000 


This is a traditional semi detached house which has 
recently undergone a refurbishment program.The 
property offers three bedrooms and family bathroom. 


Apperley Way, Halesowen 



This ground floor, one bedroom flat offers lounge, 
kitchen/breakfast room, bathroom, communal gardens 
and allocated parking. Halesowen. 


Nith Place, Dudley 



Offers 0ver£80,000 


End terraced two bedroom property comprising 
entrance hall, lounge, kitchen/diner, downstairs WC, 
bathroom, front and rear garden and driveway. 


Powke Lane, Rowley Regis 



Offers Over£ 140,000 


This modern terraced house offers three bedrooms, 
bathroom, en-suite, lounge/diner, rear garden and 
garage. 


Aston Road,Tividale 



Offers Over£ 100,000 


Semi detached two bedroom property briefly 
comprising lounge, kitchen/diner, utility, bathroom, 
rear garden and driveway. 


Dudley Road, Dudley 



Offers 0ver£70,000 


First floor two bedroom flat briefly comprising 
communial entrance, entrance hall, lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom, rear garden and communal parking. 



challenge us... 

to Sell your Property 
in 12 WEEKS!* 


for further 
\ defails \m 


*Terms and conditions apply. 


dixonsestateagents.co.uk propertyWide.co.uk Zoopld .co.uk JL rightmovecouk 
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Drivetime 


Popular Leon gets estate 


By Graham Breeze 


Why it’s taken SEAT so long to 
introduce an estate version of 
the popular Leon range is any¬ 
one’s guess. 

But now they have and the company has 
done a great job, managing to keep the 
highly impressive hatchback’s style and 
handling in place. 

It’s called a Sports Tourer - but it is an 
estate in my book - and the third bodystyle 
in the range, joining the five-door hatch 
and three-door Sport Coupe (SC). 

The line-up is the same as the five-door 
too with S, SE and FR trim levels, and 
power coming from a selection of turbo¬ 
charged petrol and diesel engines. My 
pick is the SE 1.6TDi 105PS version with a 
starting price of £19,495, average fuel con¬ 


sumption figures of an amazing 74.3mpg 
and C02 emissions of only 99g/km. 

Surprisingly you still get a top speed of 
119mph from this model though getting to 
62mph will take you over 11 seconds. 

So SEAT haven’t let anyone down with 
the performance side and certainly haven’t 
with the additional space. 

Boot space is particularly impressive 
and while the Leon is not top of the class it 
does command a medal place with an im¬ 
pressive moveable boot floor, easy folding 
rear seats and even a folding front passen¬ 
ger seat, just in case you need to carry the 
odd coffin. 

The Leon shares the same chassis as 
Audi A3 and VW Golf, so solid handling is 
guaranteed, with a tight ride and respon¬ 
sive steering, though the ride is quite firm 
and was commented on by rear seat pas¬ 
sengers. Inside this Leon is a genuine five 
seater with leg and head room to spare 




with the fascia taken from the earlier models. 
Like all SEAT’S that means practical and simple. 

The touch-screen conrol centre is well posi¬ 
tioned and simple to operate, which is a real bo¬ 
nus when driving different cars each week. Often 
the week has gone by the time I have mastered 
the controls. Why can’t they all be standard? 

There’s the same safety levels as on the rest 
of the range. That means seven airbags, stability 
control, emergency brake assist and a tyre pres¬ 
sure monitoring system. 

You get active front head restraints to mini¬ 
mise whiplash, Isofix child-seat mounting points, 
remote central locking and an alarm which has 
helped SEAT record the maximum five stars in 
Euro NCAP crash tests. 

The test car came complete with LED head¬ 


lamps and DAB digital radio, heated front seats, 
heated front washers, rain sensing wipers, light 
sensors and electric folding door mirrors. 

I was impressed by the automatic light dipping 
system, which must be a big must for all man¬ 
ufacturers, and the driver pack, which includes 
lane assist. You get Bluetooth, USB input, air- 
con, colour touch-screen, wheel-mounted audio 
controls and electric front windows, so you get 
quite a bit for your money. It also had 17” alloys 
and tinted rear windows, all of which totalled 
£3,330 and helped the price up to £22,825. 

The big competition will probably come from 
Skoda and Golf and SEAT is the cheaper option. 

I’ve become a bit of a SEAT fan over the years 
and I can’t say that I’m anything but impressed 
by this latest addition. 


TESTED 

SEAT: Leon ST 
Model: SE 1.6 TDi 
Cost: £19,495 
Top speed: 119mph 
0-62mph: 11.1 secs 
C02 emissions: 99g/km 
Combined fuel: 74.3mpg 



✓Bumper scuffs 


✓Kerbed alloys 



✓Paintwork scratches 

Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 14 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 


✓Dented panels 


ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 




Citroen: 

11 C3 1.6 Exclusive Auto Red 16k 

60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Airdream Blue 27k 

61 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 13k 
60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Silver 29k 

62 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exclusive Auto Beige 10k 

59 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Silver 12k 

60 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Silver 6k 
10 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ Silver 15k 

57 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Brown 45k 

57 C4 Picasso 1.8 VTR+ Grey 47k 

07 C6 2.7 HDI Lignage Auto Silver 80k 

Nissan 

60 Cube 1.6 Kaizen Silver 31k 

61 Juke 1.6 DIG-T Tekna White 12k 
60 Note 1.5 DCI N-Tec Red 31k 

60 Note 1.5 DCI Tekna Silver 29k 

10 Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto Black 19k 

60 Qashqai 1.6 Acenta Black 20k 

11 Qashqai 1.6 Acenta Silver 25k 

Peugeot 

02 206 1.1 Style 3dr Black 80k 

58 207 S Auto 1.6 Est Silver 33k 

61 308 1.6 HDI Access 5dr Vapour Grey 15k 

58 Horizon 1.4 Totem Silver 30k With Access Ramp 

Renault 

11 Clio 1.1 Dyn TomTom Est Black 19k 
60 Gr Modus 1.5 DCI Dyn Silver 7k 
60 Gr Scenic 1.5 DCI Priv TomTom Bronze 38k 
05 Megane Dynamique 1.4 Beige 42K 

Vauxhall 

58 Agila 1.2 Club Auto Blue 10k 
56 Astra 1.4 SXI Blue 52k 
60 Astra 2.0 CDTI SRI Auto Grey 16k 
58 Corsa 1.4 Design Auto Silver 48k 

62 Meriva 1.4 Active Turbo Black 

60 Meriva 1.4 SE Turbo 138 Grey 26k 


Retail 

£7,995 

£8,295 

£8,995 

£7,995 

£10,995 

£9,995 

£10,995 

£10,495 

£6,495 

£5,495 

£6,495 

£7,295 

£13,495 

£7,995 

£8,295 

£7,495 

£11,295 

£11,795 

£1,995 

£5,495 

£8,995 

£5,495 

£7,795 

£7,795 

£7,995 

£2,995 


Vauxhall 

59 Meriva 1.6 Life Silver 16k 

60 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exc Auto Blue 13k 
60 Zafira 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Gold 19k 

Other 

09 Chevrolet Aveo 1.4 LT Silver 20k 
05 Ford Focus 1.6 LX Blue 79k 
09 Ford Focus 1.6 Style Estate Grey 29k 

59 Kia Picanto 1.1 Strike Blue 26k 

56 Kia Sedona 2.9 CRDILS Auto Silver 53k 
02 Mini One 1.6 Yellow 78k 

54 Mitsubishi L200 2.5TD 4Life 4WD Silver 72k 

55 Saab 9-3 Lin 2.0 Convertible Grey 42k 
55 Toyota Corolla 1.4 T2WT Silver 72k 

Available to Order 

60 Citroen C3 1.6 Exclusive Available to Order From 
60 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Available to Order From 
60 Citroen C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI Available to Order From 
60 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec 5dr Available to Order From 

60 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec/Titanium Available to Order From 
60 Ford Fusion 1.4 Zetec Available to Order From 
60 Nissan Note N-Tec Man/Auto Available to Order From 
60 Nissan Qashqai Acenta Available to Order From 
60 Vauxhall Astra Exclusiv Man/Auto Available to Order From 
60 Vauxhall Corsa S^LMan/ Ayto Available to Order From 
60 Vauxhall Meriva Exclusiv Available to Order From 
60 Vauxhall Zafira Exclusiv Diesel Available to Order From 


Reduced to Clear! 

08 BMW ^5i SE Auto 4dr Green 77k 
05 Ford C-Max 1.6 Zetec Silver 62k 
58 Ford Fusion 1.6 Zetec Clim Auto Red 21k 
60 Kia Venga 2 1.6 Auto Silver 1 lk 
11 Seat Altea 1.6 TDI CR 105 SE DSG Black 16k 
08 Toyota Aygo 1.0 Platinum Silver 71k 


£5,695 
£4,795 
£9,995 
£5,295 
£9,795 

£8,295 60 Vauxhall Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Turbo 118 Silver 24K £7,495 £6,995 


Retail Now 

£9,295 £8,995 
£3,695 £3,295 
£4,995 £4,495 
i £8,495 £8,295 
£9,995 £9,495 
£4,795 £4,495 


Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 




Contact Us Today 

i 

Keep Able 

Tel: 01384 75097 

) 

pvt 

m 


m 

or: 07747 633 329 (until 8pm) 

for further details and part exchange valuations 
see our website: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Argos 1 
car park 

^^Jebenhams 
^BCar Park 

Unit 1 -2, Sterling Park, Merry Hill, DY5 ITB 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 1 1 -4 
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Versatile and elegant car 


Citroen’s new Grand C4 Picas¬ 
so has been named ‘MPV of 
the Year’ in the UK Car of the 
Year Awards (UKCOTY), an in¬ 
dependent set of awards spe¬ 
cifically designed to benefit UK 
drivers, highlighting and cham¬ 
pioning the very best cars on 
the market. 

The UKCOTY team includes some of the 
most respected names in motoring jour¬ 
nalism, covering the whole industry and 
all parts of the UK. Many of the judges will 
evaluate in excess of 300 cars a year and 
the combined panel reaches more than 80 
million consumers a month. 

The stylish new seven-seater MPV, only 
launched at the beginning of this year, 
won over the 27-strong judging panel with 
praise given for its ‘impressive engine line¬ 


up’, ‘superb functionality’, ‘family-friendly 
features’ and ‘feel-good factor’ within the 
commentary. 

Alongside the UKCOTY honours, the 
new Citroen Grand C4 Picasso has already 
been named BBC TopGear magazine’s 
‘Family Car of the Year’ and What Car? 
Magazine’s ‘MPV of the Year’. It is also one 
of just seven finalists shortlisted for Car of 
the Year 2014. 

Available from £19,200 on-the-road, 
the new Grand C4 Picasso is a practical, 
versatile and elegant offering for the sev¬ 
en-seat compact MPV segment that strikes 
a new balance between benchmark space 
and engaging styling, combined with re¬ 
cord efficiency. 

The new Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 
stands out as the most practical, the most 
versatile and the most elegant product 
offering in the seven-seat compact MPV 
segment. 




Stands out as the most 
practical, the most 
versatile and elegant 
offering for MPV compact 


In terms of design, the model features a 
pioneering balance between best-in-class 
interior space and engaging exterior styl¬ 
ing - all combined with record levels of effi¬ 
ciency and ‘Creative Technologie’. 

Highlights include: A loft-inspired interior 
delivering an uncluttered feel and best-in- 
class comfort for all passengers, technolo¬ 
gies for well-being, including a seven-inch 
Touch Drive interface combined with a HD 
12-inch panoramic screen and innovations 


for an increasingly user-friendly drive, in¬ 
cluding an all-new 360° Vision system 

The car features ground-breaking pro¬ 
portions, providing an ideal combination 
of versatility, cabin space and accessibili¬ 
ty, with three rows of seats for up to seven 
occupants. 

Although the latest model is virtually the 
same length as its predecessor the plat¬ 
form has allowed Citroen’s engineers to 
extend the wheelbase to 2.84m. 





NewMERIVA 

1.4 Techline 

17” alloys, Air con, Heated front 
seats, Parking sensors, Bluetooth 

LIST PRICE £13995 

£12495 

SAVE £1500 



NewAGILA 

1.0 S 5dr 

Electric front windows, front fog - 
lights, Remote central locking 

LIST PRICE £10435 

£8795 

SAVE £1640 


New ASTRA 

1.4 Energy 5dr 

Air con, CD player with MP3 
format/stereo radio 

LIST PRICE £18570 

£13495 

SAVE £4060 


C0RSA 1.2 LE3dr 
Body Kit & Alloys 

Twin spoke alloys, Air con, Cruise 
control, Front fog lights 

LIST PRICE £14650 

£12395 

SAVE £2255 


New Adam 

Jam 

CD player with USB facility, DMB 
digital radio, Bluetooth connectivity 

ONLY 

£10995 

B00KATEST DRIVE 


NewZafira 

1.8 Exclusiv7Seater 

Air conditioning, CD 30 radio with 
Aux-in, Flex7 seating system 

LIST PRICE £19115 

£11895 

SAVE £7220 


New Insignia 

1.8 LTD Edition 

Climate control, Cruise control, CD 
player with MP3format/radio 

LIST PRICE £21029 

£17995 

SAVE £3034 


ORDER NOW FOR MARCH DELIVERY AND SAVE UP TO £7220 

ASKAB0UT OUR SPECIAL LOW RATE FINANCE AND LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT PACKAGES 4.9% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


Dudley Motor Company 

West Midlands 

01384 454100 


Halesowen Motor House 
West Midlands 
0121 462 2916 


Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 672918 


TWall Garages 
Kingswinford 

01384 672909 


LIFETIME 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excluding Ampera): Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 20.6 (13.7) - 85.6 (3.3). C0 2 emissions: 324 - 88g/km. 

All offers subject to stock availability and terms & conditions. Licensed credit brokers, terms and conditions apply. Finance subject to age and status, guarantees and indemnities may be required, Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper. 100,000 mile limit. Terms and conditions apply. 

Visitwww.vauxhall.co.uk/warranty. Images used for illustration purposes only. 





























































Cleaning Services 


Double Glazing 


LUKES AERIALS 

Halesowen 0121 445 1382 


DIGITAL AERIAL Fitted from £49 
TUNING & SET UP TV from £20 
REPAIRS & REMOVE AERIAL from £29 


(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 2 rooms £80 
(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 4 rooms £120 


*FREE QUOTATION* *FREE ADVICE* *BEST PRICES* 


Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


0121 602 1450 
07885 417812 


20 Years 
experience. 

All aspects 
of carpentry 
inc: 

Stairs, Kitchens, Decking & 
Fascias, Loft Conversions 

For a free quote call 

07812 125353 
01384 412933 





Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Roman -Curtains 
-Vertical -Awnings 
-Roller -Shutters 
-10% off thermally efficient Shut¬ 
ters and outdoor awnings! 

- 40% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384886162/01902500204 
07989588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 




D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained, Insured 
C.R.B. Registered Staff 

Friendly Service 

For Free Quotes 

Tel: 0121 6359152 
07816817744 


PJ LEE BUILDERS 


• All Building Work Undertaken 

• Extensions 

• All Roofing Work 

• UPVC Fascias & Windows 


FREE QUOTES 
07769667248 01384 423625 


Professional Carpet, 
Leather & Upholstery 
Cleaning by 

KD Masterclean 

Carpets dry in hours not days. 
Superb results at fair prices. 
Call: 01384 667712 
Mobile: 07837 773813 
www.kdmasterclean.co.uk 


CENTRAL 

CLEANING SERVICES 

We specialise in 

• Hi Spec Office Cleaning 

• Carpet + Upholstery Cleaning 

• Letting Agents + Landlords 

Full deep clean of property throu-out 
including all carpets cleaned £100 

OFFICE: 0121 421 4662 
MOBILE: 07973 136636 


Computers 



NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

PONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PCI ^ 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Decorating 



MJD Painter & Decorator 

michael.j.downing@hotmail.co.uk 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes 
Fully Insured 

No job to small qive Mick a 
Call 

Tel:07889923896 




KLH 


_____ Qualified 

DECORATIVE Fully Insured 

All work guaranteed 
Discounts for O.A.P 


A member of the Dudley Fix-a-home approved contractor scheme 


For a free quote call Tim 
07912 149230 0121 5030694 



shteu Services. 


Painting & Decorating 
Tiling & General Maintenance 
FREE QUOTES 
Full liability insurance 

!os7on: 0121 550 7817 
07980 286695 


Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Cleanliness 

Assured 

Call: 

07730 
477564. 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

Painters & 
Decorators 

OAI* DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 


Misted Sealed Units? 

Contact us for a free quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 1 £ 

Email: quotations® 
blackcountryglazing.com 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 


POINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 

Fully insured 

0.A.P Discounts . 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 


ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

s Call Dan on: 

m|i= eii; 01384 263357 
BBSS or 07866 886364 


MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality ^ aH 
local service call: IwIT 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 


DIB Electrical Contractors Ltd 

We are NIC EIC approved electrical company and 
also TRUST MARK and PART P registered. 

All our electricians are CRB checked. 

24 hour 7 days a week call outs 
We cover Domestic, Commercial, Industrial 
• Landlord reports / testing and certification 
• Rewires • Fuse board up grades 
• Energy efficient led lighting for your home and business 

• Internal / external lighting • Shower replacements 

• Additional sockets • Intruder / cctv systems 

• Check out our great reviews on checkatrade.com 

T: 0121647 7087 T: 01384 881017 
M: 0790 090 3000 

E: Darren@djbelectricalcontractors.co.uk 

"h sr ^ +^r 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House, Manor Lane, Halesowen / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, 
driveway or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements • Rewiring 
» Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs-7 days a week 
• Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated 
• Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 
www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

0121 602 8088 (24 Hour Call Outs) 

07967 650 567 OFFICE: 0844 561 7244 “ CONTRACTOR 


n|ei 

I APPRON 



ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Elegant^ 
Stairs 

Quality Stairparts . 



by mature 
craftsman 

For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 

or 07505 807686 


Fencing 


AM ELECTRICAL ?T3 
SERVICES 10 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Showeh/ Extra Sockets 
PAT Testingy*Safety Reports 
CCTV / Burgular Alarms 
Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 23'XQ > 
07785 781652* 


LB Fencing 

AH types of quality 
‘ fencing supplier! 

B & erected 

Pius decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

— FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 
www.lbtfencing.co.uk 



Fencing & Gates 


ft 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


01384 242891 ir 07970 300586 


Over 15 years experience. 

Prices start from £60 a bay including heavy duty fence 
panel, concrete post, gravel board and fitting. 
Gardening services and shed re-felts also undertaken. 

Free quotes. All written quotes beaten. 


07927 014217/01384 620072 (anytime after 5 pm) | 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE {GARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 


1 t (A/ALjcefi'f 

. Ckrou*d« ft L.«rd«n Service* 

Professional, Reliable, Affordable 
For all you gardening needs! 

■Call us: 07580155 895 

Email us: info@walkers-ggs.co.uk 
Visit Us: www.walkers-ggs.co.uk 
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Local Specialists 


Gardening 



GREEN LEAVES 
ENSERVICE! 

Winter Garden Maintenance undertaken 
"‘Shed bases • Lawn Mowing 
Tree Felling • General GardenMaintenance 
Strimming • Fence Painting 
Fencing • Shed Re-felts 


SPECIAL RATES FOR O.A.FS 


For a free quote 
call 0770 3381241 • 0121602 0157 



Tree Felling, Conifers/ 
Hedges/Bushes cut or 
removed 

Special Rates for OAPs 

Gardens tidied and cleared 

No Job Too Big or Small 

Bookings now being 
taken for spring/summerL*/ 


0121 422 58l8j 
07979 98095 « 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 


Wednesbupy 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 


0121 505 3334 


Garden Transformations 

From total makeovers and 
clearances to 
decking and 
fencing 

Guaranteed 
lowest prices 

0121 422 
8594 or 
07985 548466 



R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 

• Hedges and lawns cut 

• General tidy and rubbish removed 

• Garden Landscaping 

Telephone; 07851 323303 


CIPLASTERING 


All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 


Artex Removed 
Insurance work undertaken 

Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


BH PLASTERERS 



Handyman 


lat pack furniture • Curtain and blind hanging • Felting 
sheds • Changing locks • Painting and decorating • Putting up 
shelves • Putting in upvc double glazing windows 
• Laying of ceramic/laminate floors • Hanging doors 
• ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES • NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Call Simon for a FREE Quote 

0121 679 8968 / 07988 263578 


MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, Unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of cold cue snooker Club), Blackhead), BBS OU 


0121 559 6001 MOT 


Oven Cleaning 


For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 

We clean all types of domestic ovens, 
cookers, traditional stoves, hobs, 
extractors and microwaves 

ud fan a ‘pIRBS quote 

Tel: 0121 7793288 

Mobile Anytime: 07713 163060 


skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


L Ml S ! ^fl 

GARAGE DOORS 

All types of door s! 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low costf, same 
day repairs] 

For a free survfMiand 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee Gn All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 
JET WASHING SERVICE 



(MIDLANDS) LTD. 

CONTACT ANDY OR GRAHAM NOW 
FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

( 01384 ) 869605 
07950 659668 / 07754 676336 


www.fine-linepaving, co. uk 


Plumbing & Heating 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 


1- All General Plumbing Undertaken 

> •Bathrooms Suites 
| A • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 

it- J • Outside Taps Fitted 

\ • Leaks Repaired 

T) • PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


16SII IRiSKSrcliiO790215574496* 


Plumbing & Heating 


Gas Heating Services 

130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 


• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting 

• Plumbing 

• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 


Ow NuMf StnkM **y*- 


• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• Fully Trained 
Engineers 

• Family Run 
Business 


FREE QUOTES 





a Kni g ht Gas 

™ Heating & Plumbing 
Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 a 


SKIP HIRE 

IN HALESOWEN 

Minis - Midis 
The best in the West 

0121 561 5493 
07956 664002 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas ^ 


Call Eddie 

07976 755441 
0121 544 8427 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Re-uphofstery R< 

CONTRACT 2*0_ 

No Job Too Small 


r. Repairs and 


Quality Workmanship 

Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
>r 0121 561 2344 evenings after d 



rvi 


Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 421 1649 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


OUSEHOLD 

r P l_ U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/Cl p All installations and repairs /test 
l !E e Supply and fit or fit only -- 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

V Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
^ www.household-plumbing.co.uk 


R HICKMAN ROOFING LTD 


28 years experience 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
AND MAINTENANCE 

FREE Quotes 

• General work undertaken 

• All areas covered 

• Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 


Call: 07970 818147 



ti 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES - FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1382 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07047 830451 


1 blast ic s 

•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products EKpertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 



tvic 


Walls, floors, bathrooms, 
kitchens and conservatories. 
Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM 
INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at 
competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call 
Ian on 

01384 412796 or 
07890 894631 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 




• Complete Bathrooms 

• Tilling + Plumbing 

• Kitchens and 

• Conservatories 
For a free quote call Tony Baker f 

0121 422 4116 
07961 604632 






















































































































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


Page 36 HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 2014_ 

ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 



FreeAds 


IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookdnad 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


'W Place a paid for advert 


© 

L 

By Phone 

01902 317878 

8.30am - 6pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 


l_: 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 


£ In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 


funeral services 


Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
welcomes collections to 
support our vital work. 

All donations will help us to 
care for more local families 
living with terminal illness 

For more information on how 
to support your hospice, 
please go to 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk 
or call 

0121 472 1191 

Reg, charity number: 503456 


lost & found 


LOST—Black and white female 
cat, distinguishing white spot on 
back, Sedgley/Coseley area, 
since March 3. 07806 664074. 

I 


1 


Family 





BARGAIN, MOBILITY 
SCOOTER 

Excellent condition. 

4 wheels. 

Folds into boot. 

Can deliver free if local. 
£295. 

07508 311029. 


ELECTRIC ARMCHAIR, reclines, 
£150. 

07506 660317. 

ELECTRIC RISE/recline chair, used 
2 weeks only. Immaculate. Gold 
colour. £1,000 new. £450 ono. 
01902 895217 / 07527 142712. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 

MOBILITY SCOOTER. Four wheels. 
Very good condition. Dismantles 
easily to fit in a car boot. Can deliver 
locally. £275. 01384 822991. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



BOX 360 MC2 Steering wheel, 
pedals, as new. £25. Football 
game, removeable legs. Excellent 
condition. £15. 01902 608640. 

X-BOX 360 MC2 Steering wheel, 
pedals, as new. £25. Football 
game, removeable legs. Excellent 
condition. £15. 01902 608640. 



ADULT TRIKE excellent condition, 
hardly used, £175. 

01902 750873. 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK near Ludlow. 
Imaculate caravans from £10,000. 
Why go further? 01584 823433. 


AWNING, SANDIAGO, SIZE 805. 

All panels removable, complete 
with inner tent. Blue and grey. £90. 
07940 707680. 

AWNING, SANDIAGO, SIZE 805. 

All panels removable, complete 
with inner tent. Blue and grey. £90. 
07940 707680. 


BAILEY MONARCH 

Series 6, 2007, with motor 
mover, 2-berth, blow air 
heating, built in microwave, 
removable carpets, alloy 
wheels, extras, 

£5 995 

01902 375976. 07884 074389. 

BAILEY SENATOR 2007, 4 berth, 
end bathroom, in immaculate con¬ 
dition, many extras, £7,250. Call for 
further details 07831 627054. 


LUNAR FREELANDER 
(SOLARIS) 

2006 lightweight Fixed Bed 4- 
Berth in excellent condition. 
Lightly used. Extras include 
Mover & Al-Ko ATC. 

£7,950 ono 
01902 894161. 


SPRITE ALPINE 

2 bed, bought new in 2011. 
Large end bathroom, motor 
mover, full length Dorema 
awning. 

Many extras. 

£6,800. 

01384 620424. 


STATIC CARVAN 

Quiet, riverside site, near Builth 
Wells, Wales, fishing, sleeps 7, 
many extras, 11 months 
licence, fees paid until 2015. 

£4,200. 

07906 313295. 


STERLING ECCLES 
CARAVAN 

4 berth, end bed, 2008, full 
size Isabella awning, plus sun 
canopy and extras. 
Immaculate condition, 

£8,500. 

07985 084374. 07534 410236. 





ELECTRIC GOLF BUGGY 

4 wheels, 2 seater. 

2006 President model. 
Good condition. 

New batteries 2 years ago. 

A few scratches. 
£1,250. o.n.o. 

01902 846788 / 07961 187683 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



\ 

caravan sales 

\_ 


|| Cosalt Riviera Caravan 


35x10, 3-bed: Sea Vie^rs, 
Wide Horizons, Aberaeron. 
Perfect condition 


£7,995 inc fees. Call 07881 203997 



function rooms 

V___ 


FREE FUNCTION ROOM Wed¬ 
dings, anniversaries, birthdays. 
Powerleague 01384 266000 
halesowen @ powerleague.co.uk 



\ 

book fair 

v_ 


BOOK FAIR Kinver Comm Centre, 
Sunday 16th March, Waverley est 
Since 1979, 0121 550 4123 



Home & 
L Services 



GRANDFATHER CLOCK. In need 
of some work but in good condition, 
£500 ono. 01902 790667. 


VGESXEEinEfli 


DUDLEY COLOSSEUM theatre 
igrammes, 1897-1898 (3). 

■ -31502. 


procjr 


TOO each. 01902 3315i 



BEAUTIFUL LEATHER Cream 
sofa, nearly new, £300 ono. 

01902 680647. 


BRAND NEW brown, three piece 
leather suite, still wrapped, cost 
£1000, accept £390. Unwanted gift. 
Can deliver. 07818 618926. 

BRAND NEWRecliner settee and 1 
reclining / riser chair, cream leather, 
cost £1,619. Sell £1500. 

Please call 0121 601 1689. 

BROWN THREE Piece leather suite, 
£100 ono. Two wardrobes, £50 
both. 07581 295995. 



7 seater, 3 sections, excellent, 
move forces sale, bargain, 

£325 ono. 

2 Cream Sofas, washable 
fabric, very good condition, 

£65 each, can split. 
07788 721813. TF2 9NW. 


DINING TABLE, mahogany, 
Regency, reproduction, round 4ft 
diameter, claw pedestal, 4 chairs, 
£55. Can deliver. 07812 352514. 

LAZY BOY brown 2 seater sofa and 
matching chair, with Ipod docking 
station, £200 ono. Buyer to collect. 
07878 653305. 

SLUMBERLAND DOUBLE brown 
sofa bed, never used, ring after 
5pm, £250 ono. 01384 287036. 

THREE PIECE SUITE Beige colour, 
very good condition. £100. 4 Ercol 
Carver dining chairs, very good 
condition £40. 0121 550 8027. 

TWO SEATER SETTEES. Medium 
brown, 1 has double recliner, 1 
standard, 3 years old, excellent 
condition. £320. 07974 046325. 



FRIDGE FREEZER excellent 
condition, £85. Can deliver. 

07769 465589. 



HORSE MANURE, well rotted.10 
bags £12. 20 bags £20. 

Free delivery. 07522 997130. 


LAWN TRACTOR 22HP 
42” CUT 

With collector, totally new and 
unused, cost £3,500, 

Will accept £1,695. 

Can deliver - £50. 
Telephone 07710169150. 


LAWN TRACTOR 22HP 
42” CUT 

With collector, totally new and 
unused, cost £3,500, 

Will accept £1,695. 

Can deliver - £50. 
Telephone 07710169150. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

CLARKE GENERATOR, 2.8KV, as 
new, never used, cost £400, 
bargain sell for £200 bargain. 

Telephone 07504 263510. 

CORRUGATED Roofing Sheets 
Also tile effect/box profile/curved 
and z purlins. Call Hornsey Steels 
01547 530419 


VICTORIAN BRASS BED 

Good condition. 

OAK LONG CASE CLOCK 

with brass dial, 

a few VICTORIAN WALL 
CLOCKS & OIL LAMPS. 

Please call for more details. 

01562 67841 



ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 


A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 



ALL BOXED/LOOSE 
RAILWAY COLLECTIONS 
WANTED 

ANY GAUGE OR AGE 

Also live steam, also Diecast, 
Dinky, Corgi, Spot On. 
Guaranteed top cash prices 
paid!! 

0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@hotmail. 
com 



ANTIQUES COLLECTABLE mem¬ 
orabilia for cash, private collector, 
anything old / unusual. 

07930 949337. 01384 484309. 

ITEMS FOR CASH: Toys, electric 

B oods, bikes. Loft/garages cleared. 
7733 295678 or 0800 8589719. 

SOFA WANTED must be very good 
condition and cheap. 

Call 07774 230357. 

URGENTLY REQUIRED. DVDs, 
CDs and blu-rays, good price paid, 
can collect. Please call 01905 
20821 or 07889 467889. 

WANTED HORNBY train sets, 
locos, coaches and trucks. Good 
condition. Cash paid. Will collect. 
01562 829537. 



EIGHTEEN MONTH OLD 


BATH STORE LEFT HAND 
P SHOWER BATH 

White size 1700 long x 700 - 
760 wide, with leg set, pop up 
waste, curved shower screen 
and straight screen, chrome fit¬ 
tings, clear glass, hot and cold 
tap, cost £800 new, still fitted 
and can be seen before 
removing. 

£350 ono. 

01384 394247. 

■■ULlU.iJ.I.LJm 

LAPTOP COMPUTER, Windows, 
wireless WiFi, DVD, office, good 
condition, can deliver and setup, 
£60. 07867 826843. 



> 

service 

V_ 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Plasma, 
LCD, 3D, LED, Projection Repairs. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 


07850 330251 



\ 

accountants 


ACCOUNTANCY & TAX, Year end 
accounts, VAT, Payroll, Est 20 yrs 
01902 68 86 68 / 07850 450 636 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


aerials 


AA1DIGITAU 
v* AERIALS 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 

CSS 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

C1SS 

All work guaranteed 
SAME DAY SERVICE 
01902 858191 
01384 429166 
01543 439095 
01922 716029 


building services 


plumbers 

v _ 


TRIDENT PLUMBING 

All general plumbing work 
undertaken, No job too small! 
Reliable and experienced 
plumber, free quotes 
Call Dave 

01384823863-07854 338356 

plumbing & ^ 

i heating 


www.webuyanyboiler.co.uk 

Don’t give your old gas 
boiler away, visit the 
above website or email 

mike@mgfowkes.co.uk 
CASH PAID! 


removals 

V_ 


All TYPES OF BUILDING & roofing 
work by Davies & Son. No job too 
small. See us on ‘Rated People’. 
Call 01902 579592 / 07837 994465 

carpet & upholstery^ 

^_ cleaning _ 


ABBA CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Recession Prices. Unbeatable Value. 
OAP DISCOUNT 

Call Paul: 07870 341089 


cooker fitters 


ALL COOKERS FITTED by Bows 
Universal Domestic Installs. Call 
0800 756 2632 or 07973 534527. 


electricians 

V_ 

WIZARD ELECTRICAL Elecsa app. 
contractor. 07807 158711, 01384 
362968www. wizardelectrical .co. uk 


fencing 

V_ 

GOOD QUALITY FENCING 

All types supplied & fitted. Best 
prices. Call Dave 07960 574037 

gardening ■ 
v services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 

B arden. 25 years experience. Call 
1902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


} 


GAS 

SERVICES 


• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 


Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


house 

clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641. 


painters / ^ 

decorators 


MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


\ 

plans prepared 

v___ 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


ABIE REMOVALS 

local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices 


Call 07870 341089 



NATIONWIDE, INSURED, 
FREE QUOTES 
Single Items to Full Removals. 
01902 894916 / 07807 773035 
A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07917 679360. 


roofing 



Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias 
and gutters. 


01902 238989 or 
07580 465449 


PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 
SEMI RETIRED ROOFER 

Roof repairs, flat roofing, sheds 
re-felted. 40 years experience. 
Please call keiih: 07546 158165 


skip hire 


All sizes 

All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Reliable service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 


kitchens 


LOW C05V KlTOfm 

HIGH QUALITY Umn CAUKTS AS STANDARD 
SOn CLOSE HINGES ‘REE OF CHARGE 
XIIOffNS FRO* f NEVER ETA TEN 0W PWCE 

3 FREE MEASURE MRF0FSIGR SERVICE 
QALL NOW FOR A MB QUOTE 012128130C3 

ponnrwm irai vumiu. wm' 
skdt mam hod ww shunt, hjiu 
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Screened soil and crushed 
hardcore for sale. All skips for 
weekend must be booked by 
Friday. Call: 0121 555 6060. 


4 

Pets & 
Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


5 

Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



THEOBEN .177 Breakke Barrell with 
gas strut, Simmons sight 39 x 50, 
silencer and case included, £250. 
07554 505860. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


CAVALIER CROSS Bichon Frise, 
18 months old, friendly, innocu- 
lated, 12in tall, £100. 07783 
510488. 

MINIATURE FI Labradoodles, 2 
boys, 1 chocolate 1 black, 2 choco¬ 
late girls. £500. 07713 351461 


SPORTING LUCAS TERRIER 
PUPPIES 

Mix of Norfolk Terrier and 
Sealyham Terrier, short legs, 
rougn coats and superb tem¬ 
perament, parents can be seen, 
non-moulting, dogs and 
bitches. £300. 01746 780229. 


WILD ACRE RESCUE 

Are desperately seeking a 
forever home for LOLA. 

She is around 9 months old and 
is a medium to large cross¬ 
breed. 

She is very friendly and loves a 
cuddle, she gets on well with 
other dogs. She is housetrained 
and crate trained. 

Lola is neutered, micro-chipped 
and vaccinated. 

Home checks and adoption fee 
will apply. 

Angela 07714 442263 or 01384 
565501 

www.wildacrerescue.co.uk 



Express & Star 


PROMOTING 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 



NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


kitchen. Priory Park, Dudley. 
£525pcm. 07702 012347 

HOUSE, Lanesfield, 2-bed, CH, DG, 
large garden, £485 pern. Deposit. 
07871 921934, after 7pm. 


KINGSWINFORD 3 bed terrace, CH, 
DG, recent refurb. 2 receptions, 
kitchen, bathroom, parking, 
£695pcm. 07779 101112. 

LARGE 4-BED HOUSE, Bilston: 
£699pcm. 2-Bed New Flat, 
Oldbury: £595pcm. 07813 841689. 


LARGE FLAT great area, Sedgley, 
lounge / kitchen, 1 bed and 
bathroom. No DSS. 

01902 892239 or 07971 330025. 


LOWER GORNAL, single self con¬ 
tained flatlet, fully furnished, own 
facilities, suit applicants aged 35+, 
from £80pw inc. 01384 821363. 

NETHERTON lovely first floor one 
bed flat to let, £375pcm. 
Please call 01584 856799. 

ONE BED Flat, Penn Fields,Wolver¬ 
hampton. Unfurnished. DSS ok. 
Call or text 07754 076795. 


THREE LARGE bedroom house, 
near Bilston Town, garage, carpet, 
CH, DG, £525pcm. 07886 781724. 


TWO BED Apartment, Squires Lock, 
Willenhall. parking. No DSS. 
£550pcm. 07800 876199. 


UPPER GORNAL, Dudley, 3 
bedroom house, central heating. 
01902 676540. 




GROVELANDS CRESCENT 
FORDHOUSES, W’TON 


Lovely 2 double bed semi 
detached house, nice kitchen/ 
diner and bathroom, lounge, 
CH, garage, gardens. 
Abosulte bargain £124,950. 
01902 657347. 



PERTON, 

PAXTON AVE 

Semi detached house having 
lounge, dining room/kitchen, 2 
bedrooms, bathroom, heating, 
parking/garage space. 
Phone agent. 
£126,950 ono. 

01902 672400. 


UPPER FLOOR TWO BED 
FLAT 

Lounge, kitchen, shower room, 
double glazing, electric central 
heating, off road parking, 

£70,000. 

07730 477985. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



Get 95-100% For Your House - FAST 


5^Free valuation. Free consultation ffif 100% Confidential. No obligation 

S^Any property. Any condition. Anywhere & Repossession stopped 



Fast Sale 
J Maximum Value 



0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


WE GUARANTEE TO 

7 * 

BUY YOUR HOUSE IN 

3 DAYS! 

Jobs 

24 HOUR FREEPHONE: 


0800 612 3766 

■■ 

www.homesboughtfast.co.uk 

1 courses 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902317878 

ClassifiedAds 



TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 
•1-1 Gold Standard tuition 
■ • Free Assessments 

* • • CPC Courses - 

• Driver Medicals 

• Caravan & Horse Box 

Tuition available _ 




EXPERIENCED UPHOLSTERY 
SEWING MACHINIST Looking for 
work. 

07849 807178. 


MECHANICAL CRANE 
FITTER/RIGGER 

Looking for work, very experi¬ 
enced and reliable. 

Ring Martin for details on 
074*50 189193 or email 
martincotter@hotmail.co.uk 


RETIRED TIME SERVED 
CARPENTER/JOINER 

Requires casual / part time 
work. Own van / tools. 

Has been involved in general 
maintenance for last 12 years. 
CRB cleared. 

01384 375672. 07527 360303. 


EXPERIENCED FULL TIME 
ACCOUNTANT/ BOOKKEEPER 

wanted. Responsible to Finance 
Director. Must have working knowl¬ 
edge of Sage software and comput¬ 
erised payroll, experience of Sage 
vIOOO would be an advantage.The 
candidate must also have good 
administration and organisational 
skills. Excellent remuneration 
package to be negotiated depen¬ 
dant on age and experience. 

Apply in writing only to Adrian 
Lloycf William Hackett Chains 
Limited, Maypole Fields, Cradley, 
Halesowen, West Midlands 
B632QE or alloyd@ 
williamhackett.co.uk 


TRAVEL CONSULTANT required, 
minimum 2 yrs ABTA experience. 
Courtesy Travel 0121 561 2331. 



GARDENER/HANDYMAN to main¬ 
tain large garden, Western Avenue, 
Halesowen Mon and Fri. 10am - 
1pm. Refs req. 0121 422 4795. 


NEED AN EXTRA INCOME? 

£200-£2,000 pm - 0121 314 9652. 
www.bericher.info 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



Motoring 




■B 


BMW 530DSE 

Auto, 2003 (04) model, grey 
metallic, black leather, genuine 
66k miles, FSH, tax April, MoT 
Nov, any trial, nice car, 

£4,650. 

07443 436870. 


THIS COULD 
BE YOURS 


BRIGHT RED MAZDA MX5 


1.8 SE, 2000, MoT’d and taxed, 
FSH, AC, with hard top, a very 
nice low mileage UK car, 

£2,700 ono. 


01902 736500. 07527 412296. 



DAEWOO MATIZ SE 1000CC, 58 
reg, black, 1 owner, 36k, 9 months 
MoT, alloys, excellent condition, 
£1,995. 07796 761902. 
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sta^extralnBill 


LONDON THEATRE 




i tLJ 

i ii 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139." 

Dine and Dance from £149." 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London 
for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see 
the matinee performance before heading back to the hotel for 
dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option 
you will see the evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star 
outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine 
and Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149." 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels tickets are 
for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton 
on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade. Two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your choice 
(hotel supplements may apply) and a top priced ticket for a Friday 
evening performance. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X)i 


For a theatre brochure or a list of our 
current breaks, please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to 

expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 


ClassifiedAds 


FIAT DOBLO 1.4 Active, 
2009, FSH, PAS, MoT, 24,000 
miles, stereo, rear parking 
sensors, £3,600 ono. 07766 
587828. 


FIAT PUNTO DYNAMIC 56, 1.2, 3dr 

blue, 55,494 miles from new, 1 lady 
owner, MoT, pas, EM, EW, alloys, 
CD, £2,700 ono. 07973 347042. 
FORD FOCUS 1.8, 3dr, 2003. Very 
low mileage. £2,235. o.n.o. 

Telephone 07522 918456 
FORD FOCUS LX, 1 6cc, 2005, 
alloys, air con, CL, tax Oct 14, 12 
month MoT, 49,000 miles, genuine 
sale, £2,800. 07872 562531. 

FORD FOCUS STUDIO 1.4 06/56, 
5Dr, red, 47,500 miles, manual, 
petrol, MoT November, very good 
condition, £2,400. 07730 341376. 
FORD FOCUS TDCi, LX110, 56 reg, 
black, 120K, 9 months Mot, full tax, 
service history, good condition, 
drives nice, £2,195. 07955 587600. 


FORD KAZETEC 

Blue, 18k, January 2012, fsh, 
tax only £35 per year, 3 year 
Ford warranty. 

Very good condition. 

£5,900 o.n.o. 

01902 730722/07970 094280. 


JAGUAR X TYPE, 04 reg, diesel, all 
leather interior, tax, MoT, 1 st to see 
will buy, £2,000. 

--3 or 01562 743652. 


JAGUAR XJ8 LWB 

2001, seafrost silver, abs, elec¬ 
tric windows, air baa, electric 
mirrors, air con, fsh, alarm, long 
MoT. 

£1,995 ono. 

07990 664853. 


JAGUAR X-TYPE SE Diesel, blue, 
53 reg, 70k, MoT Nov, tax May, fsh, 
previous owner, company car 
forces sale, £3,495. 07827 931317. 

KIA SEDONA 3000CC Diesel, 07 
reg, 58K, tax, full MoT, 7 seats, dark 
blue, very good condition £4,000. 
01902 751227. 

NISSAN MICRA Accenta, 2008, 1.2, 
auto, black, 26,500 miles, 3 months 


RENAULT CLIO FREEWAY 

2008, 44,362 miles, blue, 
1149cc, air bag, fsh, long MoT, 
central locking^jjas, tax, stereo, 

£3,100 ono. 

07974 046325. 


RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC 
DYNAMIQUE TCE 1.4 
TURBO 

BV59 LBU, 21,200 miles, 8 
months MoT. 

£4,800 o.n.o. 

01902 634085. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4i 16V 2005, 
FSH, full MoT, 1 lady owner from 
new, aircon, alloys, electrics. 
£1,600. 07525 536767. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA Design 1.8, 
5dr, black, MoT Oct 2014, short tax, 
alloys, tinted windows, 2005 reg, 
£2,295. 07780 300728. 



VAUXHALL VECTRA SRI 
NAV 

2007, 96,250 miles, metallic, 
electric windows, cruise control, 
diesel, navigation system, new 
VXR alloys, as new Michellin 
tyres, MoT, tax. 

£2,800 ono. 

07791 619490. 


VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 ACTIVE, 

2006,7 seats, 58k, 2 owners, super 
condition and spec, £3,500. For 
more information 01902 332246. 


■SB 

ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 reguires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CITROEN SAXO FORTE 2001, 
1100 cc, tax and MoT’d, good reli¬ 
able runner, £680 ono. 07944 
257832 or 07706 200522. 

FIAT MULTIPLA 02, 6 seater, tax, 
MoT, family owned, 89k, good con¬ 
dition, £695 ono. 07411 958454. 

FORD FOCUS 1.8 LX TDCI, 5 door, 
54 reg, aircon, electrics, alloys, CD, 
new tyres and disks, tax andMoT’d. 
£1,495. 07702 053230. 

FORD KA 2003, good runner and 
condition, MoT 12 months, tax end 
April. £950 ono. 01384 239120. 

FORD PUMA silver, FSH, good con¬ 
dition, MoT, tax, 90k miles, £850. 
Wolverhampton 07989 539449. 

NISSAN MICRA 998CC, full MoT, 
tax, 89k, 3 door, purple, P reg, 
1997, very economical, £475. 
07964 350386. 

PEUGEOT 206 SW Estate, 2003, 
1400cc, petrol, long MoT, tax, 71k 
miles, £795. 07950 398750. 

RENAULT MEGAN Coupe, 51, Tax 
May, MoT June, service history, 
excellent condition. £700. 

01902 656292. 

RENAULT SCENIC 1.4 CG model, 
52 plate, blue, average mileage, 
CD radio, 12 months MoT, £1,075 
ono. 07933 918920. 

RENAULT SCENIC, 2003, 1.6, fsh, 
73,000 miles, a/c, electric pack, 
MoT, 2 remote keys, £1,095. 

Kidderminster 07971 561112. 


RENAULT SCENIC, 2003, 1.6, fsh, 
73,000 miles, cambelt replaced, 
MoT, 2 remote keys, £1,095. 

Kidderminster 07971 561112. 

ROVER 25, 2003, 61,030 miles, 
silver, electric windows, air con, 
long MoT, leather, CD, alloys, £650 
ono. 01902 893006. 

ROVER 75, 2002, low mileage, MoT 
January 2015, tax to end of June 
2014, good condition inside and 
out, £850 ono. 07402 998375. 


ROVER STREETWISE 04 

1.4 petrol, 5 door, 75,000 
miles, metallic grey, 16” alloys, 
electric roof and windows, half 
leather, CD player, full MoT, 
taxed till end of May. Drives 
superb. 

£1,095 ono. 07982 236034. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi, semi 
auto, 3dr, Y reg (2001), 81K, SH, 
SR, CD, MoT, tax, excellent condi¬ 
tion, only £995. 07507 615478. 

VAUXHALL CORSA COMFORT 
1.2 2002, 11 Months tax and MoT, 
tidy car. £495. 07707 583922. 


VAUXHALL CORSA SXi 

Blue, 04 reg., 93,000 miles, 10 
months tax, 3 months MoT, 
CD/radio, cheap tax and insur¬ 
ance, ideal 1st car. 

£1,350 ono 
07725 468081. 


VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2.0 DTi Ele¬ 
gance, 53 reg, silver, 124k miles, 
long MoT, 7 seats, clean and tidy 
condition, £1,375. 01902 751029. 


VW GOLF MK3 

TDi GL, 5dr, (body tatty but very 
reliable car, very good on 
diesel) 5 months tax, 10.5 
months MoT, 

BARGAIN £400 ono. 
Wton 07890 530979 


JENSEN INTERCEPTOR MK3, 
1974, in need of restoration, 
highest offer. 07970 840993. 


CITROEN BERLINGO Van 1.9 HDi, 
2003, MoT/tax Jun, diesel, used 
daily, £650 ono. 07977 555842. 

FORD ESCORT Van 75, 1.8 diesel, 
tax/MoT, good runner, £475pcm. 
01902 678937. 

PEUGEOT PARTNER Van 207, 
white, tax and MoT, 36,000 miles, 
£2,250. 01902 713606. 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


SUZUKI GSF1200 S, 02 good condi¬ 
tion. T&T. immobiliser, data tag, 
anodised extra’s. 12k, lady rider. 
£2,500 ono. 01902 845083. 

WANTED. All motorbikes, any 
age/make/condition, also spares, 
good prices paid, private buyer. 

01902 562154 or 07956 447567. 

WANTED OLD motorbike, scooter 
or Honda 50/70/ 90 or Moped. 

402136. 


Any conditii 
01952 460749. 


condition. 07796 ^ 


YAMAHA 400 Majesty Scooter, 
2011, 800 miles only, as new. 
Illness forces sale. £3,295ono. 
01384 486485. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


1st CHOICE 


S! 

:S! 


ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902 562853 
07977 499516 V 
07895 346811- 24 hrs 


WE PAY BEST 

for all scrap cars & vans 

Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
We supply a certificate of destruction. 
Licence no: EAWML40301 

No Worries Call Chris: 

01902 493110 ft - 
0121 525 5813J Dayt,me 
01902 659775 - evenings 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083/ 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 495758 / 07903 549849. 



mobile 

mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service L 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 



GLADYS MARY 
WHITEHOUSE (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or 
an interest in the Estate of the 
aforementioned deceased, late of 43 
Margaret Vine Court Moat Drive 
Halesowen West Midlands B62 9PY, 
who died on 24/02/2014, are required 
to send particulars thereof in writing to 
the undersigned Solicitors on or before 
23/05/2014, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

GEORGE GREEN LLP 

195 High Street Cradley Heath 
West Midlands B64 5HW T 404570 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


10 


Personals 


★★★ 

ATTRACTIVE MALE 34 
5ft 9ins. 

Seeks genuine lady 30-40, with 
GSOH for fun nights in and 
nights out. 

West IVfidlands area. 
Photo appreciated (returned). 
Genuine replies only. 

Box Number PI 9101 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 


CALL SEXY LOCAL WOMEN for rx 

fees adult fun. Contact 0700 802 
3093 for details. 


■' 

MALE 49 YEARS OLD 

Looking for female for nights 
in/out, meals, cinema, 
travelling. 

Photo appreciated, returned. 

Box Number P19110, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

RETIRED, SLIM, 
BLONDE WIDOW 

WLTM Retired Widower. 
Car owner. 

Nice personality and humour, 
for Holidays, outings and 
Friendship. 

Box Number PI 9105, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 

★ ★★ 

YOUNG AT HEART 
CHRISTIAN LADY 

With varied interests seeks 
similar Christian Male, GSOH, 
55 plus for initial Friendship. 
Dudley or surrounding areas. 
Photo please returned. 

Box Number P19102 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 

1. Midland News Association Limited All publications in this group are published 
by the Midland News Association Limited, registered office Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton WV1 1 ES (‘the Company’) and this is the address to which any 
notices should be sent. 

2. Acceptance The Company will only accept advertising on these standard terms 
and no other contract terms or conditions will apply other than those which are 
implied by statute and cannot lawfully be excluded. In particular the Company 
will not accept advertising on the basis of advertiser’s terms and conditions. 

3. Content of Advertisements All advertisements must be legal decent honest and 
truthful. Advertisements must comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes under the general supervision of the Advertising 
Standards Authority. Advertisements must comply with the requirements of all 
current legislation including but not limited to the following:- All advertisements 
must clearly differentiate between trade and private advertising as required by 
the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977. Advertisements offering 
credit or hire facilities must comply with the Consumer Credit (Advertisement) 
Regulations 1980. 

All descriptions of goods must be accurate and in no way infringe the provisions 
of the Trades Descriptions Act 1968. 

Advertisements must not contain any material which is defamatory. You must 
have permission to use any material contained in your advertisement and must 
not infringe the copyright moral rights or any other right of any third party. 

The Company reserves the right to refuse to carry any advertisement or to 
require amendment of any advertisement in its absolute discretion. 

4. Appearance of Advertisements Whilst the Company makes every effort to 
comply with requests, publication on a particular date or in a particular position 
cannot be guaranteed. The Company reserves the right to alter, suspend, cancel 
or reject an advertisement at its discretion even after the same has been accepted 
for publication without being liable to compensate you. You will not be charged 
for any advertisement which does not appear. If only a part of a series of 
advertisements appears you will only be charged for the advertisements in the 
series which actually appear. The Company does not guarantee the publication 
or extent of supporting editorial and your obligation to pay for advertising will 
not under any circumstances be dependent upon the appearance or content of 
editorial. No liability will be accepted for non-appearance of editorial. The 
Company does not guarantee that advertising will not appear for similar or the 
same subject matter to your advertisement and no liability shall be accepted as 
a result of such advertising appearing. It is the advertiser’s responsibility to 
provide any amended copy, whether by electronic or other format, and the 
Company does not guarantee that it will be able to or will agree to modify, amend 
or alter any file or copy supplied to it. 

5. Liability The Company’s liability for any loss or damage caused by any error or 
omission in the advertisement or any other breach of contract shall not in any 
circumstances exceed a full refund of any price paid by the advertiser to the 
Company for the publication of the advertisement or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of the same type as that which originally appeared. 
Where a series of advertisements is booked the Company’s liability shall not in 
any circumstances exceed the value of the first advertisement in the series. In 
the event of any error, misprint or omission in the publication of the 
advertisement the Company will either re-publish the advertisement or the 
relevant parts of the advertisement or make a reasonable refund of or adjustment 
to the cost of the advertisement. If the error does not materially detract from 
the advertisement then no re-publication, refund or adjustment will be made. It 
is the advertiser’s responsibility to check the content of advertisements and the 
Company will not accept any liability for loss or damage, or obligation to 
republish or make a refund or adjustment, arising from re-publication of an 
advertisement containing an error, misprint or omission which has not been 
identified by the advertiser after first publication. 

6. Box numbers The Company accepts no liability for loss or damage caused by 
delay in forwarding or omission to forward to the advertiser replies to Box 
Numbers. Box Numbers must not be used for sending goods, distributing 
circulars or communications from agents. The Company reserves the right to 
open and inspect all replies to Box Number and to destroy goods, circulars of 
communications from agents which are discovered during an inspection. 

7. Inspection The Company shall be entitled at any time to inspect any goods or 
services advertised and may decline to carry further advertising if such 
inspection is not permitted or if in the Company’s opinion the provision of further 
advertising facilities is not appropriate in view of the nature or quality of the 
goods or services. 

8. Indemnity The advertiser, including any advertising agency involved in placing 
any advertisement, warrants that it has permission to use for publication by 
electronic and printed means all material which is included in the advertisement. 
The advertiser and any advertising agency involved in placing any advertisement 
agree to indemnify the Company in respect of all charges, costs, claims or 
damage arising out of the publication of the advertisement, whether the same 
result from actual or threatened legal action or from some other cause. 

9. Cancellation On a request for cancellation or amendment of a classified 
advertisement being accepted, you will be given a cancellation or amendment 
number which must be quoted in all subsequent correspondence. Payment of 
the originally agreed price will be required in full for any advertisement in relation 
to which the advertiser is unable to supply a valid cancellation or amendment 
number. Cancellation can only be accepted if the Company is notified of the 
cancellation by no later than the following deadlines:- 

Lineage, Semi Display - By no later than 6.30pm on the working day prior to 
publication. Advertisements to appear on Monday must be cancelled by 10 am 
on the preceding Saturday 

Classified Display - By no later than 24 hours before the date of publication 
Colour/Features - By no later than 10 clear days before the date of publication 
To cancel Lineage, Semi Display and Classified Display advertisements please 
telephone 01902 317878. To cancel Colour/Features advertisements please 
speak to the Representative through whom the advertisement was booked. 

10. Rates Advertising rates are as laid out in the Company’s current rate card which 
is available on request from the Company’s offices. The rates may be varied 
from time to time in the Company’s absolute discretion and without prior 
notification of the intended variation. The revised rate will be charged for any 
advertising ordered after the date of variation. 

All gross advertising rates except classified lineage and semi-display are subject 
to a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of Finance levy payable by advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory system administered by the Advertising 
Standards Authority. 

11. Payment The Company reserves the right to require pre-payment as a condition 
of any advertisement being published. Where pre-payment is not required unless 
different credit terms have been agreed with the advertiser in writing payment 
must be made within 14 days of the date of issue of the Company’s invoice. An 
additional £2.00 booking charge will be payable if the invoice is not paid in full 
within this 14 day period. 

Any additional credit facilities which are offered are at the Company’s absolute 
discretion. The advertiser’s liability shall be for the full amount of all advertising 
ordered and shall not be limited to the amount of any credit limit which the 
Company may impose. 

Payment may be made by [method] cash, cheque or credit/debit card. The 
advertiser’s obligation to pay for other items on an account shall not be affected 
by the existence of any query over an individual item within that account. 

12. Data Protection Act The advertiser’s details will be retained by the Company for 
the purposes of administering our accounts records and so that the Company 
may notify the advertiser of future advertising opportunities which may be of 
interest to you. By placing advertising with the Company the advertiser agrees 
to your details being used for this purpose. 

13. Applicable Law These conditions of acceptance shall be governed by and 
interpreted in accordance with the law of England and Wales. 
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SWINDON CRICKET CLUB 

We require players of all ages. 
Div 1, 1A and 4 Staffs Clubs, 
Worcester Sunday League. 
Juniors Under 9’s-Under 15’s 
Indoor nets: Crestwood School, 
Kingswinford. 

Seniors, Wednesday, at 
6.30pm to 8pm, 

Juniors, Tuesday, 9yrs-13yrs 
at 6pm to 7.30pm 
Juniors, Tuesday, 13yrs-15yrs 
at 7.30pm to 9pm 

Contact Kevin Glaze 01384 
838788 for further details. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 
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SPORT 


Another 
loss for 
struggling 
Hales side 

OHHC Ists 1 Bridgnorth 3 

OLD Halesonians Hock¬ 
ey Club’s losing streak 
stretched to four games, as 
they lost to Bridgnorth. 

Hales struggled back in 
November, when they fell to 
a 3-0 defeat in Bridgnorth, 
but it did not get much 
better for the Halesowen 
side who are trying to fight 
against their current form. 

Hales pressure paid off, 
when they took the lead 
through Tom Bulteel. Sev¬ 
eral chances fell to Hales, 
but they were unable to ex¬ 
tend their lead. Bridgnorth 
stole a goal back and after 
the break took the lead fol¬ 
lowing a penalty corner. 

When Paul Harr old was 
shown a yellow card and 
spent time in the sin-bin. 
Bridgnorth took advantage 
and made it 3-1 from a quick 
counter-attack. Halesowen 
are due to travel to already 
relegated side Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. 

Results: Worcs 3 OHHC 
Ladies lsts 1; Kings Heath 
1 OHHC 2nds 1; OHHC 
Ladies 2nds 0 Kings Heath 
3; OHHC 3rds 2 Telford 2; 
Sutton Coldfield 3 OHHC 
4ths 3; OHHC 5ths 4 Strat¬ 
ford 3 

Saxons get 
bonus try 
in victory 

STOURBRIDGE Saxons 34 
Otley 25 

Though the Saxons had 
secured the try bonus point 
in the opening exchanges 
of the second half, a late 
Otley revival brought the 
scoreline uncomfortably 
close before a late Nathan 
Bressington strike secured 
the points for the home side. 

The visitors opened the 
scoring with a penalty after 
Tom Jarvis was caught in 
possession and penalised in 
his own half. A set of for¬ 
ward drives in the Otley 22 
saw fly half Gary Dipple who 
scored the opening try. 

Mark Ireland hit back 
with another Otley penalty 
when a defender went off 
his feet at the tackle, but 
then Dipple secured a sec¬ 
ond try with a well-executed 
loop move to open up Ot- 
ley’s midfield defences. 

Nigel Mukarati scored 
the bonus point fourth try. 
Otley replied with winger 
Nazir Karim scoring one of 
two tries. 

Bressington sealed the 
deal for the Saxons. 


Squad gets sweet win over Bournville 


Halesowen 36 Bournville 3 

HALES had last minute changes 
due to illness, however, the much 
welcomed return of second row, 
Rich Sawyer was a breath of fresh 
air to the home team. 

Also full back Chris Hooper 
returned after knee surgery and 
reminded the crowd of his ability, 
experience and organisation in 
the backs. Hales came out of the 
blocks full on. 

After only four minutes Hales 
won a scrum which player/coach 
Mark Evans took from the base. 
Supported by his pack Hales 
worked through 8 phases in dom¬ 


inance. Scrum Half Nathan Jones 
co-ordinating, fed the backs with 
Hooper finding the gap to score, 
converted by Steve Powell. 

Skipper Rich Taylor, Tom Jor¬ 
dan, Rich Sawyer and flanker Loz 
Breese were totally dominant in 
forward driving power and yards 
made. 

Bournville fought back to earn 
a penalty to make the score. Con¬ 
tinued pressure by Hales in all 
departments produced a clean ball 
for centre Andy Robinson to slice 
through the visitors defence for a 
copy book score. 

The visitors fought back in short 


Rugby 


periods and looked to exert some 
pressure in the backs. However, a 
loose pass saw Rich Sawyer inter¬ 
cept to sprint 30 metres to score 
a crucial try, converted by Powell. 

In the second half things were 
much the same, Bournville strug¬ 
gling to find a way through the 
Hales defence and the total dom¬ 
inance of the home side. The vis¬ 
itors seemed shell shocked at the 
power of Hales in all departments. 

Another line out, another clean 
ball by Mark Evans, a drive for 20 


metres, supported by the rampant 
Sawyer who fed the ever-present 
Tom Jordan who sprinted for the 
try of the match, converted by 
Hooper. 

Hales relaxed for a while but 
built again, Bournville under pres¬ 
sure, gave penalties away and lost 
a player to the bin for collapsing 
a maul. From the penalty Nathan 
Jones fed Powell, Evans took the 
ball on and worked another phase. 

Backs again into action and a 
wide pass to wing Simon Sabel 
gave him room to beat his oppo¬ 
site man to the corner to lead 31-3. 

The crowd of more than 200 


were well entertained and thought 
it was all over. On 80 minutes, 
Hales again took possession in the 
middle of the field, Powell filling in 
at scrum half for injured Nathan 
Jones slipped the ball to wing 
Luke Smith. 

He took the right option this 
time of using his pace, he set off 
from his own 22 to outpace the 
Bournville defence for a fine try to 
seal the victory 36 - 3. A real posi¬ 
tive for Hales who now sit third in 
the National 3 Midlands League. 

This Saturday could be a de¬ 
ciding factor as Old Hales meet 
league rivals Sutton Coldfield.. 


Ladies show six appeal 
to get into semi-final 


Halesowen 6 Rugby 1 

THIS was a first time meeting between these 
two sideS, in the open cup, Rugby a Premier 
outfit and the undefeated Yeltz side. 

With Halesowen being the home side it was re¬ 
quested to press the visitors and force them make 
early mistakes. Halesowen had most of the posses¬ 
sion early on and were looking comfortable and in 
control of the match 


Football 


The deadlock was broken 
by some great work from 
young winger Katie Moore 
whose fantastic shot can¬ 
noned off the cross bar but 
that was the end of the play. 

The ball then fell to swift 
winger Sophie Richards 
whose short pass found her 
team mate Sian Whithall, 
she made no mistake from 
18 yards and put Halesowen 
ahead. 

Cylinders 

The Yeltz ladies were 
now firing on all cylinders 
and had several chances to 
increase the lead but good 
keeping from the rugby 
goalie was frustrating the 
home side and their efforts 
to forge ahead and get a real 
grip on the game in the first 
half. 

Captain Dani Reade made 
a fantastic through-ball 
which found Striker Haley 
Chatwin and with some 
wizard footwork placed 
managed to get the shot off 
and put the ball into the net. 

In the second half Rugby 
with nothing to lose gave 
Halesowen a scare with 
some good early pressure 


and were awarded a penalty. 

The Rugby player gave 
keeper Halesowen keeper 
Hannah Tromans no chance 
as she scored what would be 
a consolation goal for Rugby 
and avoid a shutout. 

However, this only 
spurred on the Halesowen 
squad to raise their game 
and Striker Rachel Letford 
scored after some great 
work again through Rich¬ 
ards. 

Then as time was run¬ 
ning out there were seven 
minutes of madness as Hale¬ 
sowen scored three times. 

Whithall claiming a hat- 
trick and Chatwin finishing 
with a brace to bring the 
score up to half a dozen for 
the dominating Halesowen 
side. 

The end result means 
that Halesowen are through 
to the semi-final of the Open 
Cup. 

Halesowen manager Scott 
Mckee, said: “ I’m delighted 
for the girls. They played 
well for each other and look¬ 
ing good for future fixtures, 
they deserved to win and I 
am very pleased.” 



Sarah Hammil in the thick of the action for Halesowen as her side beat Rugby 6-1, with Sian Withall scoring a hat-trick 


Foster is 
back in 
running 
with third 

AFTER missing out on the 
podium last week DK ath¬ 
lete, Ben Foster, was back 
among the prizes taking 
third place in the Black- 
minster Half Marathon in a 
time of 1.17.47. 

Elsewhere it was a week¬ 
end of 20-mile races as run¬ 
ners honed their training 
for Spring Marathons. 

In the Rhayader Round 
the Lakes 20 Simon Hughes 
claimed a PB of 2.30.44 
and Ingrid Cain came 
home in 3.42.26. In Ashby 
for the Aldi sponsored 20- 
mile Mick Quane was first 
of a large group of hoops 
in 2.30.18 from Mark 
Homer in 2.31.40, Graham 
Wildgoose 2.34.24, Mark 
Judge 2.35.24, Andy Litch¬ 
field 2.44.25, Cath Quane 
2.53.20, Natalie Litchfield 
3.35.47 and Laura Evenson 
in 3.49.20. There was a mass 
of DK vests out in the Staf¬ 
ford 20, a round dozen trav¬ 
elling the short distance for 
another long race. 

Lorna Hulme put her 
good training form on 
show running 2.30.55 for 
sixth female, Marie Latre- 
che 2.57.53, Helen Hick¬ 
man 3.00.10, Helen Davies 
3.01.46, Richard Tonks 
3.03.47, David Garbutt 
3.08.44, Liz Hettle 3.16.11, 
Karen Doy 3.16.32. 

Even game 
finishes up 
goalless 

Sporting Khalsa 0 
Lye Town 0 

WITH first playing third 
this was always going to 
be a close game and so it 
proved with very few clear 
cut chances for either side. 

Khalsa looked to be on 
top of the game with sev¬ 
eral half-chances until the 
game was delayed after 25 
minutes when the referee 
sustained a hamstring in¬ 
jury and was unable to con¬ 
tinue. The game continued 
after a delay of 30 minutes 
once a replacement official 
was found. The Lye Town 
keeper was certainly the 
busier of the two keepers in 
the first half. 

The visitors were on top of 
the game after the interval 
and had the better scoring 
chances which were either 
spurned or well defended by 
Khalsa. Khalsa looked lively 
on the break after the in¬ 
troduction of Reece Cottrill 
who went close to scoring 
for Khalsa. 
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Sweet victory 
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Kirkham 
is back 
as boss 
of Robins 

DUDLEY Town have wel¬ 
comed back Nigel Kirkham 
to the club as interim man¬ 
ager after The Robins nav¬ 
igated through a difficult 
few weeks following the de¬ 
partures of key members of 
staff to Gornal Athletic. 

Kirkham is no stranger 
to the club having been in¬ 
volved with its youth teams 
and also had a brief spell 
as joint manager with Neil 
Perks in early 2011. Chair¬ 
man Stephen Austin feels he 
has made a sound appoint¬ 
ment, who can steer the 
club through the remaining 
fixtures of the 2013/14 sea¬ 
son. 

“Nigel has come in with 
the blessing of the Commit¬ 
tee and the under-21 and 
Underl8 managers who 
will remain an integral part 
of the Management Team 
until season close. I thank 
Nigel and the managers for 
taking an almost impossible 
task to see us through to 
season close”. 

The appointment of 
Kirkham will also allow 
the club ample time to find 
a permanent successor to 
Andy Wyton and Austin is 
hoping to make an appoint¬ 
ment as soon as possible. 

“We have had 12 applica¬ 
tions so far and these will 
continue to be assessed, a 
short list put together and 
interviews undertaken. 
With Nigel coming in we can 
now take our time with this 
process and ensure we get 
the right man.” 

No score for 
Khalsa squad 

Sporting Khalsa 0 Lye 0 

WITH first playing third 
this was always going to 
be a close game and so it 
proved with very few clear 
cut chances for either side. 

Khalsa looked to be on 
top of the game with sev¬ 
eral half-chances until the 
game was delayed after 25 
minutes when the referee 
sustained a hamstring in¬ 
jury and was unable to con¬ 
tinue. The game continued 
after a delay of 30 minutes 
once a replacement official 
was found. The Lye Town 
keeper was certainly the 
busier of the two keepers in 
the first half. 

The visitors were on top of 
the game after the interval 
and had the better scoring 
chances which were either 
spurned or well defended by 
Khalsa. Khalsa looked lively 
on the break after the in¬ 
troduction of Reece Cottrill 
who went close to scoring 
for Khalsa. 


History boys march on 


Swindon 1 Wolves 4 

WOLVES achieved their place in history on 
Tuesday night, but the moment wasn’t as 
unblemished as their winning record. 

The opening 45 minutes were so good 
that if Carlsberg did first halves...you know 
the rest, writes Tim Nash. 

The French connection of Bakary Sako 
and Nouha Dicko gave Wolves a 3-0 half¬ 
time advantage in the most focused, domi¬ 
nant and hungry 45 minutes of the season 
to date. 

Wolves took their foot off the pedal and 
allowed Swindon back into the game before 
Leon Clarke got off the mark against his old 


Football 


club with a classy fourth. But there was a 
flatness in the second-half display which led 
to a first goal conceded in 680 minutes after 
six consecutive clean sheets. 

Wolves threatened in the seventh min¬ 
ute when James Henry darted into a gap 
between two defenders on the left side of 
the box and rifled a firm left-foot drive just 
wide. 

Within 60 seconds, the visitors broke the 
deadlock when Sako headed home from 
Henry’s cross. Wolves were devastating on 


with ninth 

the break and Swindon were left chasing 
shadows. But the Robins weren’t without a 
threat and Wolves’ back line had to be alert 
to their attacks. 

There was no let-up from Wolves, how¬ 
ever, with Henry, Michael Jacobs, Sako and 
Dicko in such ruthless form. 

In the 18th minute, Dicko showed the 
way after Sako’s superb pass split the de¬ 
fence and beat the offside trap for his fellow 
Frenchman to turn inside a defender before 
burying a shot past keeper Tyrell Bedford . 

Wolves broke again in devastating fash¬ 
ion 11 minutes before the interval. This 
time Jacobs split the defence to send Sako 


win in row 

powering through the middle and the 
winger drew Belford before sidefooting 
home his 12th goal of the season. 

Some uncharacteristic sloppy Wolves de¬ 
fending allowed Swindon a reply and Smith 
turned Batth too easily to fire past Ikeme 
on 74 minutes. 

Jay McEveley gave them a heart-stopping 
moment when his back-header bounced 
against the angle of post and bar four min¬ 
utes from time. 

But Clarke’s goal from an acute angle 
with almost the last kick of the game ended 
any thoughts of a revival and sealed Wolves’ 
place in history. 


TOP SPOT AGAIN 
AS YELTZ TRIUMPH 


Gresley 0 Halesowen 2 

HALESOWEN gained three priceless 
points against mid-table side Gres¬ 
ley, pushing the Yeltz side back into 
the top spot. 

There were two changes to the Yeltz side, 
as Nigel Penney took the place of the absent 
Tom Tonks, and Brendan Kelly stood in for Asa 


Charlton. 

Halesowen took the lead 
early on, as Ben Haseley 
was pushed to the ground 
in the penalty area by Jamie 
Barrett and Iyseden Chris¬ 
tie was easily able to send 
the goalkeeper the wrong 
way and put the ball into the 
bottom right hand corner. 

Gresley kept fighting 
though, as Eric Graves 
burst into the Yeltz penalty 
area, but his on-target shot 
was well saved by Sargeant 
on the 10 minute mark. 

Dominant 

But Halesowen were 
the more dominant side. 
Haseley showed his more 
threatening side, as he burst 
through the Gresley de¬ 
fence, but he hit the ball too 
well, and the ball bounced 
off the underside of the 
crossbar and back to Hase¬ 
ley whose headed attempt 
was weak, and the ball went 
wide of the goal. 

It wasn’t long before 
the Yeltz claimed another 
goal, as the Gresley defence 
couldn’t deal with the at¬ 
tacking presence of Haseley 
as he gathered the ball from 
the halfway line, ran into 
the penalty area and slot¬ 
ted the ball easily under the 
outrunning Mats Morch to 
double Halesowen’s advan¬ 
tage. 

The second half proved 


Football 


to be a quiet affair as Hale¬ 
sowen went into defensive 
mode, and Gresley struggled 
to get through. 

The best chance of the 
half came from Gresley, as 
Alex Steadman took the 
ball round the outstretch¬ 
ing hands of Matt Sargeant, 
but his attempted shot was 
blocked by Curtis Tilt. 

The closing stages of the 
game gave Danny Waldron 
and Colin Smith a chance to 
gain some experience. 

Halesowen claimed an¬ 
other three crucial points 
that put them back on top, 
possibly closer to the title. 

Halesowen: Matt 

Sargeant, Kristian Green, 
Brendan Kelly, Aaron 
Forde, Joe Hull, Curtis 
Tilt, Aaron Griffiths, Nigel 
Penney, Iyseden Chris¬ 
tie (Daniel Waldron 87’), 
Ben Haseley (Colin Smith 
91’), Neil Mackenzie (Tony 
Chard 91’)Unused Subs: 
Sam Pearson, Asa Charlton. 

Gresley: Mats Morch, 
Mitch Hanson (Liam Guest 
18’), Lucas Harrison (Zi- 
busiso Nyatito 45’), Marc 
Strzyzewski, Jamie Barrett, 
Eric Graves, John Guy, Sam 
Grice (Michael Lyons 67’), 
Alex Steadman, Rob Spen¬ 
cer, Paolo Piliero. Unused 
Subs: Royce Turville, Dean 
Withers. 


Heathens revving up for the new season 



Cradley Heath speedway team at the start of the 2014 season against Coventry in the Travel Plus 
Trophy on March 21. From left: Will Pottinger, Steve Worrall,Matt Williamson,Max Clegg,Paul Starke, 
Danny phillips, Tom Perry and Nathan Greaves 


Doubts 
of future 
for Mel 

PEPE MEL’S long-term 
Albion future remains in 
doubt as the club began 
gearing up for the biggest 
month in their recent his¬ 
tory. 

There were indications 
that the Spaniard will be 
given one more game at 
least to make his mark at 
The Hawthorns after defeat 
against Manchester United 
on Saturday marked the 
seventh winless match of 
his reign. 

But concern is growing 
within the club’s hierarchy 
with Mel so far unable to 
turn around the Baggies’ 
dismal fortunes - and the 
former Real Betis man’s 
grip on the job is increas¬ 
ingly tenuous after just 
eight weeks at the helm. 

Albion head for Swansea 
on Saturday for the first of 
four games against clubs in 
the bottom half of the Pre¬ 
mier League - a spell that 
could make or break their 
bid for survival. 

After the trip to the Lib¬ 
erty Stadium, they face Hull 
away, Cardiff at home and 
Norwich away by April 5. 

Speculation over Mel’s fu¬ 
ture was rife throughout the 
weekend after the 3-0 defeat 
to United left him with just 
four points from his seven 
games in charge. 

Saddlers mourn 
keeper Christie 

WALSALL are mourning 
the death of former goal¬ 
keeper John Christie, who 
helped the club to back-to- 
back promotions in 1960 
and 1961. 

The Scot has died in 
Hampshire at the age of 
84. A club statement said: 
“Everyone here at Walsall 
Football Club would like to 
pass on our sincere condo¬ 
lences to his family.” 
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